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©) ecretaria di Apo ho : 


LETTERS | 
APOLLO. | 
| | Hiſtorical and Political; 


| DIRECTED 
Tothe moſt Eminent Princes, States- 


F | Men and Politicians in the Vorld, 
1 as well Antient as Modern. 
WITH = 


Curious Remarks on the Claſſic Authors, 
| | and other Greet and Latin Hiſtorians. 


By the Famous 


[TRAJANO BOCCALINE | | 


——— 26; | 


NOW FIRST JO | 
Made Engliſh from the Original Italian. - 


| ay In Two Volumes. 5 


L 0 NDO N: Printed for R. Smith, at the tnge! and 
z Bible without Temple Bar, 1704. ® 


| —_ —— — 3 


" * 
oth. 8 * W > „ — 
2 TOI — — 
ͤ»„ä(—k r 2 W od... Alt. ad dd — _- , 


READER. 


IS 4 ſhrewd Argument the Author 
diſtruſts his own Performance, or 
has a mean Opinion of his Reader's Guſt, 
when he gives him a long-winded Preface, 
ſtuff'd with as many fine Promiſes as 4 
Quac / Doctors Bill. But fince the Y- 
rant Cuſtom, not content to be obey d only 
in Religion and the Laws of our Country, 
will have it ſo, tis better to comply with 
the Crowd, than be pointed at for Singula- 
rity, too often miſtaken for * and Folly. 


Tiere impertinent to tell you, this is 
another Piece of that famous Boccalini,. 
whoſe Name Jou have alreach 1 in the 

A 2 Title- 


To the Reader. 
Title. Page; yet when J have ſaid this, 
tis the greateſt Applauſe J can give it 
for to attempt his Character, who has ſo 
far excelled all Mankind, were to betray 
my own want of Expreſſion, and do In- 
Juſtice to the Man whoſe Picture can only il 
be view d in his own Letters and Adver- Wl 
tiſements; therefore like the Crafty Pain= Ml 
ter, who found his Pencils incapable of 
deſcribing that Poinant and Lively Grief 
which ſhould have been ſeen in a Royal Mo- 
thers Face for the LoſSof a Darling Daughs - 
ter; I ſhall wiſely draw a Curtain o er the 


Piece, and leave your Fancy to ſupply the 


Defects of Inperfect Painting. 


"Tis Impoſſible Letters writ ſo ma- 
ny gears ſince, eſpecially thoſe which were 
directed to obſcure Perſons, ſhould qua- 
drate exact) with our Times, therefore 
in a few places, where the Satyr ſeemd 
directhj to point at the Follies of ſome Cha- 

rafters, which have often diverted the pre- 
ſent Age, I have taken the liberty to 
7 UM Change 


q * n * ” 
9 
bs ' 
Wc 


To the Reader. 


chant the Names, but have done my Au- | 
thor the Juſtice to oe his e in 
the Magin. WOT ie a. 


be Thong 1 throughout. the whos 
Babb & 2 his, tho the manner of 
Expreſſion is not exactiy the ſame, for 
the Diference of the Languages would not 
admit of it: I muſt confeſs where he has 
ſtumbled on a Pun, which ts but very ſel- 
dom, I have avoided Clinching too in Eng- 
liſh ; for the Richeſt Brocades when. out 
of f Faſhion, are only fit to burn; that 


which was Wit formerly, is not eſteemed 


conceal ' ſome bſolete turns of Thought, 

which in the Of of thoſe Rigid Criticks, 
who make no allowance for Humane Frail 
ties, might have Eclipſed his ** a 
num ber of Beauties. | 


> fine, if my Authors Original Graces : 
have ſuffer d in this Tranſlation, I ſhall 
not deſpair of Forgiveneſs, becauſe it was not 


my 


ſo now; and I thought my ſelf obliged to 


ia 82 * 
n 
2 © 
1 
. 
7 


To the Reader. 


my intent to Injure him; and J hope the 
Reader will conſider, tis impoſſ ible to ſhift 
Perfumes from one Veſſel to another, 
without loſing part of the Scent; my Or- 
gans I am ſure were finely regaled with the 
 Effuviums that made their Eſcape, andif 
the Odors that ſtill remain, are grateful 
to you, twill pleaſe me extreamly to find, that 
bath of us Jump in an Opinion. 
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Firſt Volume. 
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o Averroes: 
Alphonſus King of Caſtile. 
Albert 8 of Waleſtein, 


the Academy of the Incogniti. 
A#lius Sejanus. 


FA King of the Medes. 


Aldus Manutius. 
Alexander King i 


Autharis King * 

Auſonius. 

Arxceſilaus. 

the Ardeates. 

. und. 
une Queen n 8 

Alberto way , 

Ariſtotle; | 

Idem, 


A4 


The TABLE. 


To Acacius. 280 
Albert of Auſtria Emperour. 
Aſinius Gallius. 7 Dos 2294 
en Autbor who writ a Treatiſe to prove Helen 
 PVirtuous. 2412 
B 


* N 
1 | 


To Buchanan. 1 * 7x 
Dx. — (in the Original to Fob» 


Biondi. | 
Bacon (Sir Fra.) ben 3 = 
Bias. 5 | 


* 5 F 
» . 
# % ; 
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To the College of Phyſicians, 
Charles Duke of Biron, 
Cicero. 

— = 
_Clitus: | 83 — 
Collectors of Wonders, 
Cato, 5 
Mr. Congreve. 
Cauſſin (Nich.) 
Camden. 
the Carthaginians, 
Claudius Empercur. 
the Citizens of Amida, 
Catalina, | 
Charles V. Emperour. 
Cornaro 4 Venetian, 


- 3 
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The TABLE. 


4 
y Diodorus Sardus, „ Wy” 101 
* ſius of Syracuſe; e 
Dodwell. (in the Original to the 

1 uiſs of Fuentes.) 161 


Mr. Deny” the C ritick,” (in the 8 
to Peter Michele.) 


Domitius Enobarbus. RSS, 285 
Darius King of Perſia. | 247 
E 
To Epictetus and Seneca. 00 
8 
To-Furius Camillus. ax 125 
Felix Preſident of Judea,  _ 150 
the French A 166 
Idem. „„ . 
the Female Sex. ELL EDN Y 
Ferrante Pallavicino. ' 1 
NHilatterers. V 
8 
To Gevernours of Citie. 1813 
Dr, G— | | 178 
_ Garzoni ( Tho.) . 179 
Germanicus, _ 
Galba Emperour | 250 
Seorge * and James Kennet: 266 


The TABLE. 


H | 
To Honnius. pas 
Hobbes. (as the Original to 5 5 
 Heraulds. 4 
Tdem. | 129 
Henry VI. King of England. + 
8 ; 289 
J | \ 
To Julian Vecchi. | * 
Jacob Tonſon 
(In the Original to Bovo d'Antona, an Italian 
1 25 
ian Emperour. 3 F 
Julius Cæſar. . 
the Feſuits. N 
ames III. X thy ef Scotland. on 262 
ames Duke of Ormond. TOE 
Ifabel of Bavaria. 164 
the Queen of France. © . >. 
Johnſon (Benj.) : + 
x 0 
To the King of Laconia. I; 


The TAB L E. 


f L. 
the Licenſers of * Preſs. 
Lucretia « Roman Lady. 47 
Leo Enticratides. I20 
I the Lacedemonians. 180 
AL who writ 4 Book Entituled. —_—_ Para- 
[ 8 diſe, | 222 
ö Ladislaus and Matt. Corvinus. 273 
M 
+ 7. Marino (Jo. Bap.) — * 
5 WH Mankind. 43 
2 Marcus clans FE 5 9 
ar thony Rin gp. GT 
Menacrates s Phyſician. 76 
Mercurius Triſmegiſtus. T7 - 
Mareus Aurelius Emperour. I27 
Maximilianus Emperour. TO 130 
| Muoianus. 146 
4 — King of the Lacedemonians 152 
of Men | 168 
6 dem. | 1094 
Idem: 256 
Idem. | 286 
Mutianus. I» 172 
Molina (Fran.) 190 
Mahomet Emperour of the Turks: - 198 
The Marquiß of Brignololals. 221 
Maximinus. 302 
| Marcus Agrippa. 302 
N. 


PO 
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8 d 


N. 


To Neoptolemus. N 
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o. 


1 To oll nen that marry. 
Dr. O bh. 
Ocdavius Trifclini. 


P 


1 Princes. 
Plinius Nepos. 

Plato. 

Idem. 

Plautus. 

Princiſlaus hen eladted Dule 7 Bohemia. 

Pollio. 

. the K <4, of Parthia. 
manes K. of Egypt. 

2 Prefidents of Perſia. 

1 Pericles. 

3 Plinius Nepos. 

Prolemy. 

Peſcenius Niger, Emvperour, 
Q. Pedius and Corn. albus. 
Prexaſpes. A 
Priſcus Helvidius, y of Rome; 1 
- Pittacus of Mytelene. ig 

the People of Franconia. | 878 
the * F Naples, 


The TABLE, Re. I 
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To Quintus Curtius. | ; P 


R. 1 
; 7. tbe Republick of Venice. 
= lIdem. 
=. of Chriſtendom. 
of Athens. 
= 7Zhe Reformers. 
= Raymond Lullius. 
the Romans. 
% 
Jo Suetonius Tranquillus: 48 
| Socrates. 5 85 49 
the Senate of Athens. 51 
| er Tarquinius. — 2 
Seigniora Pall in 6 ie arent 
. the Senators of Rome. +: +1887 
#be School of Moraliſts. e 
Seneca the Tragedian. 5 14842 
tbe Spartans 144 
Salveld (Joh. Fred.). 5 
Spencer 2430 
Severus Celina. 17 5 275 
4 Solomon King f J udea. 303 


The TABLE. 


2 


To Torquato Taſſo. 

Tiberius Gracchus. 
Tiberius Emperour 

Idem. . 

Idem. 

Timon the Athenian. 

Titus Manlius. 
Thales Mileſius. 
Thales Cretenſis. 

2 2 2 
Tiro. | 

To . — — 0 | fs 20F * 
Trajan Emperour. 5 214 
Tridates King of Parthia. 299 


Vii! 


To the Univerſities of Oxford and Cambrid ge. 97 
(In the Original to one of the Roman Emperours 


concerning Singing-men.) 


Vologeſes King of Parthia 265 

Virgilius Melvezzi. 244 
W. 

To the Wits, 177 
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To Laleucus „ 8 56 
Zaleucus King f Lom i 
Zeno Citacus K 


Secre- 


rs 


A Dvertiſements from Parnaſſus, in 
| two Centuries, with the Politick 
| Toucyſtone: Newly made Engliſh from 

the Original Italian of the Famous 
Trajano Boccalini. To which is pre- 
fix d, the Author's Life. In three Vo- 
lumes 8* Price 13 5. Printed for 
R. Smith at the Angel and Bible with- 
out Temple- Bar. 


N. B. This Authors Writings has al- 
ways been admird by Men of Ler- i 
ters, for the ſharp Satyr, deep Po- 
liticks, and refin d Learning, which i 
they contain; tho he was ſo un- 
gratefully requited, as to ſuffer 
Death in ſo barbarous a manner 
(as may be ſeen in his Life) for 
writing The Politick Touchſtone; 
which may be juſtly ſtil d, The 
Nuinteſſence of Wit. And this New 
Tranſlation is approvd and re- 
commended to the World by Sir 
Roger L Eſtrange, and ſeveral other 
of the greateſt Wits of the preſent 
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7 Punces. 


His Majeſty ee to tale Care of ſeverdl 
Virtuoſi, who are obliged to beg their Bread, 
| that they may not ſtarve with Hunger. 


E received laſt Week, the Com · 
plaint of ſeveral Literati, who 
4 (to the infinite Scandal of Ver- 
! tue) are daily ſeen like the Pi- 
Qiires of Death, in Thread- bare .Cloaths ; 
begging ſome Bookſeller to advance em 
Whalf Piece on the next Work they de- 


e; 
be 
ew 
re- 
Sir 
her 
ent hilt thoſe Places 5 your Favour 


— raed 
2 * * 


ien to Publiſh, to ſave em from Starving; 


Which 
' "they 


: Na. or to be Conſpicuous in your 
an 


Courts are the Seminaries of the Yirruoſs, as 


| 
room for em. a 


9 * F ** 9 
n * 
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* y 1 1 
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| Letters from A P oLLo. 


they ought to enjoy, are fill'd with Fidlers, 


Bawds, Buffoons and Harlots. 


We therefore hereby remind your Royal 


Highneſſes of the Obligations you lie under, 
to Entertain ſuch Worthy Perſons, who 

Courts ; 
I hope we need not uſe many Words to 


_ enforce the Practice of ſo laudable a Care; 
for you cannot but be ſenſible how much it 


behoves Princes, to let the World ſes their 


well for the ſake of their Intereft, as of their 


Grandure, which obliges em to ſuccour the 


Dems. = 
I muſt needs own, the infinite Numbers 
of *em, may ſometimes put a, ſtop to that Ge- 


neroſity which you would ſhew, did you but 


know anend of your Expence : But then you 


ax "vel P 
V bbb 
7 6 r 
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WT, 


—_ a 


qught to diſtinguiſh between thoſk who are 


truly Wife, and fuch as on tend to 
Learning ; who to recommend 

ty, have the Impudence ro dreſs another 
Man's Works up in a new Habit, and ſet 
their own Name to em, to Cheat the Book- 
{ler and the Publick. This Drofs removed, 
the Remainder of em will not be ſo Nume: 
rous, but you may without any Charge, 
giye em Shelter in your Court, provided 
you would but exclude one Paraſite to make 


4 


10 


their Pover- 1 


= You cannot be ignorant, that ſuch Princes 
. Sv hoſe Vertuous Actions are not Fecorded; 

ho have not obtain'd at leaſt the Name of 
ell-wiſhers to Learningare not allow?d ad- 
mittance into Parnaſſus: Confider then by 
urning your Courts into Hoſpitals, for the 
Reception of the Diſtreſſed Virtuoſi, your 
Nonverſing frequently with em, will make 
the World believe you to be as Wiſe as they, 
Who? in reality you are not ſo. Let us 
Wherefore intreat you to follow our Advice, 
What we may have the Happineſs of ſeeing 
WV ictue flouriſh every where, but eſpecifly 
Wn your Pallaces, that ſo miany of our faithful 

W/ i7:40f may not be buried in Obſcurity, 

WE hrowing that time away upon ſome ſordid 
Wcandalous Imploy ment, to get Bread, which + 
Whey might beſtow on ſome Excellent and 
Frofitable Performances = 


1 ae, N 5 * 
pr en ene 
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4 Lerter frm APOLLO! 
EAT T WT 
J Sir Roger LEſtrange, ad 
V.,. E. Killigrew, | 
They are commanded not to Licenſe any Books f 


l, , before they heve La, mae 
ted to Parnaſſus, for an Imprimatur under 2 


his Majeſty's Hand. | 
To the O. QO great is the Number of New Books, ö 
this Let- Which come every Moment to Par. 


ter is dire- #aſſus, that all the Virtuoſi of our Cour 
Cardinzi àre amaz d at it; for it is more than two Re 
Bembs and viſers are able to do, to read over the bare 
Boccace. Titles of em; yet out of theſe vaſt Num 
bers, there are but a very few that are thought 
worthy of the honour of being placed in our 
Delphick Library: Conlidering therefore that 
it is not conſiſtent with the Reputation o 
Parnaſſus, that the Refuſe of theſe Books 
ſhould no ſooner arrive here, but be fold toll 

Mechanicks at very low Rates, we giveyol 
expreſs Orders to be as careful for the future 
in expunging Nonſenſe and Stupidity, as Pro- 
faneneſs and Immorality ; and that you never 
ſuffer any Book hereafter to go to the Prefs 
which is not firſt ſubſcribed by our ow! 
Hand: For it is a great Scandal to Learning 
that moſt of the Books now printed, ſhoult 
* 


| Letters from APOLLO. 
Wot be peruſed by the Literati, but employ'd i 
o wrap up Plumbs and Sugar. 
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Peng accuſed of Per tidlity, he ur ecalPd to Par. 
nãſſus, after he had receid d a Commiſſion from 
bis Majeſty to Reviſe the Writings of the Mo- 
dern Hiſtorians. | : £45 dd ICEM 
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"HO! we have long ſince heard a Report In the O. 
5 2 © ; gong oo . . -riginal, to 
BY of your Writings, which mightily paula fo 
pleaſed us, that your Pen was a little too vim. 
liable, and more inclined to Spleen, Inte- 
eſt, and National Pride, than Truth; yet 
our e did not eaſily give Credit to it, hoping 
cha hat the general Satisfaction received from 
our Polite Style, would effectually ſti- 
e thoſe little Murmurings againſt you: 
W nd therefore eſteeming you an Impar- Bp. Uſer 
tial Writer, we gave you Commiſſion to aud 21. 
2 you ne a I ‚ ‚ VD oigct By» 
al Reviſe the Works of the Modern Hiſtorians, gw the 2d, 
pro chat they being py from Paſſion, might dr 2 
gerede made worthy of our Preſences: But ſince ter en 
refs we have from Biſhop Uſber, (a Perſon of Puchoranu, © 4 
known Worth and Fidelity) received a ful] . 
OWNER : ; | explode 
. Account of * Behaviour, we have thought the Lins 
"it to recal you from the Office of Revi, t F2 


— — 


Letters from APOLLO i 
ſor of thoſe Modern Hiſtarjans, wha being 
byaſsd by Intereſt and Paſſion, have not a 
due regard to Truth, but make it comply 
with their Intereſt. © e 

Wherefore fince this is ſtriking at the very 
foundation of Truth, and cheating Poſte. 
rity, we have committed the Care of this 
Buſineſs, to our beloved Dodell, a Perſon 

wha will cogſcieatioully diſcharge Mg 4 
and take care to purge the Modern Hiſtories Wl 


* 


ſpicable to the preſent, and Uſeleſs to the fu- Wl 
ture Age. e 1 
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LETTER WW. 
They are Order'd not to admit any Perſon to. the 
Degree of Doctor, under the Age of Twenty 


fix Tears, nor to allow any one ta practiſe til ; 
he is. Thirty. ? e , 


J. numerable are the Complaints that are 


daily brought before our Bench of Health 

by the Commiſſioners for the Sick and Woun: i 
ded, that Multitudes of People die every 
Day, under the Hands of Unskilful Phyſici- 
ans; wherefore being moved with Compat- 
ſion, at the Inſtance of Galev, Avicen, and 


the 


1 


rope to ae. 
Learned 


Letter fron APOLLO. 


ture you admit no Perſon to the Degree of 
W Doctor, under the pet Twenty fix Years, 
nor give any Perſon a Licenſe to kill ſecundum 
Aten till he is Thirty. For E is abſoſately ne- 


reform Abuſes of this Nature, introduced by 
ſave Charges, commit their Lives to the Cars 


of young unskilful Quacks, who are hardly 
* | Flippoerde 
Wl ces; are ignorant of all Books, and ſtudy no- 


acquaimted with four Aphorifits in 


_  Wthing bur an affected Gravity, whereby they 
= uire the Repuration of Wife and 

f ed Men; fince therefore is impoſſible 
their Age can have allow'd dem that Practiee 
I and Experience in Diſeaſes, wich is tiecefia- 


of 


g ce reſt of our College of Phyſicians, we do 
; } hereby ſtrictly command you, thar for the fu- 


W ceffary for the Preſervation of Mankind, to 


the Covetouſneſs of ſome Perſons, who to 


ry to enable em to apply a ſuitable Remedy; 
Le are fully perſwaded, niore Perſons die 
| the Doctor, than of any other Di- 


. 
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LETTER V. 
Jo Toꝛquato Laſſo, 


He is ordered to Reviſe the Performances of the q 
Modern Poets, and Impriſon ſuch as haue 
rob'd the Ancient. 35 


Ome few Days ago we gave Audience 

to Pinder, Homer, Virgil, Horace, 
Ovid, and many others, as well Greek as La. 
tin Poets, who appear d mighty diſcontented, 
and complain'd grievouſly, that the Modern 
Writers were not ſatisfied to rob em of the 
moſt Beautiful Gems, that were in their 
Writings, and adorn their own with em, 
with that aſſurance, as if they were not il 
known to the World, becauſe they are lockt 
up in Foreign Languages; but even - ſtole 
whole Stanza's and Periods, which they tran: 
ſlated into their own Tongue: Wherefore if 
they addreſs'd us to do em the Juſtice to put 
a ſtop to ſuch Proceedings for the future, con: 
ſidering how diſhonourable it was to em to 
be ſo baſely mangled by every Plagiary. 
| Now being deſirous to give em all juſt i 
Satisfaction as to this Point, we hereby | 
charge your Conſcience with the Care of i 
Impartially Reviſing all the Modern Poets; 


and we go give you full Authority to ſum- 


mog 


_—_ 
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Letters from APOLLO. | 
on all the Authors, to burn ſuch Perfor- 
Wnances, as are unworthy of the Light, and 
ap all ſuch Thieves in a Priſon, as have im- 
Wudently ſtolen from our Well-beloved Poets, 
Without thought of making Reſtitution: For 
e do firmly reſolve to prohibit ſtealing pub- 
Wickly, tho not borrowing with Art and Dif- 
 cetion, as Virgil has done from Homer, Ho- 
e from Pindar, and you from Virgil. 


** a 0 —_— — 
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LETTER VG 
. er Dr. Btl. 
ir commanded to tranſmit a great N amber of 
8 Modern Romances to Parnaſſus, hat Bone - ſires 
na le nale of em, at the Publick Entry ef 
In the Q. 


- | Oh Barclays Argenis and his Eaphormio, In the © 
have met with ſuch General Applauſe 4 
rom all the Virtuoſi in Parnaſſus, that wes Biondh, 
hought our ſelves obliged to concur with em 
Wn their Approbation, LE 2 
And therefore he being daily expected here 
In Perſon, to the infinite Joy of our Literati; 
o the end that we may celebrate the Publick 
Hntry of ſo learned a Man, we have reſolvd 
o make a Bone-fire for him of a vaſt Number 


. Romances, which deſerve to be converted 
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Letters frm APOLLO. 7 
to noother Uſe: Wherefore knowing no Per. 
ſon ſo fit toemploy about an Affair of this Im- 
portance,as your ſelf, who have ſpent ſo. mach 
time for the of the Publick, on Phalers 
and Horace, laying aſide the graver Studies of 

Divinity, as unfit: for a Perſon of your Polite Bl 
and Lively Genius: We hereby command 
you to make a Collection of all the Romances Wi 
which are to be found in the Libraries at 
St. ee and Trinity. Collage, excepting only 
Heliodorus, Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia, and the 
Adventures of Telemachws, which for their 
Style and Fancy deſerve to be exempted from Wi 
this publick Deſtruction ; but fend all the 
reſt, which are ſtuff d with idle ridiculous 
Dreams, immediately to Parnaſſus, where a 
reat Fire ſhall be made of *em, at which Pe. 
who are ready to die with Cold, ſhall 
have the Liberty to warm themſelves, upon 
Condition they will {weep away the Aſhes, MW 
carry em to the River Labe. 
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ments, or at leaſt by thoſe which appear d 
be ſuch, except only his Definition of a 3 


LETTER VII. 


70 Averroes. 


te He is commanded by bis Majeſty, to e epi that 

d Definition out of Ariſtotle, where he ſays, He 

is a Tyrant, who minds his own Intereſt 
more than that of his Subjects. 15 


A Rifetle has hitherto found the means to fuer 
þ clear himſelf of all the Accuſations = 
L nich his Enemies have laid to his Charg Con 
T — 5 our Tribunal, by ſufficient Ar 


rant; where he defines him to be, a Prince 
h. minds his own. Intereſt. more than his Sub. 
, Since therefore he has publickly.con- 

fſeſs d his Error, and confirm'd the received 


ens, That according if his Bein, . 


even the beſt Princes of the preſent Age, may 


be termd Tyrants, we charge you to exp 
the Definition out of his Ni * 


World may not abſolutely conclude all ad 
vernments * *yra ucal, 
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16 Letters from APOLLO. 


LETTER VL 
To the King of Laconia. 


His Majeſty Reproves him for deſiring the 46-8 
ſtance of the Ring of Macedonia, to Reſtore if 


him to his C romn. 


in the O- T Ho unſeaſonable Remedies are ſo far 


re 1 the Patient any good, that 
Coneui- they rather increaſe his Danger; yet we per. 


. ſwade our ſelves, the Advice we are now a- 


ſome other upon the like Occaſion, ſince For. 


tune has taught youby its frequent Revoluti- i 


ons, that Chan 
pre ast 


Let me te 
in praying Aid 


ually covetous of Empire, becauſe Auxiliary 
Noce win ſtronger than our own, opprels 
us more than thoſe of our Enemy, and have 
more Opportunities of Subduing us. 
I cannot conceive what could induce you 

to believe, that Princes would do any thing 
hut upon the Motive of Intereſt, more than 
private Men, eſpecially ſince it is impecte 


bout to give you, may be of uſe to you or 


es in Government may hap iſ 
Foſe in the State of the Body : 
you, Fo committed a fatal Error 
the King of Macedonia, to if 
reſtore you to the Crown; for no Prince 
ought to deſire Aſſiſtance from a Neighbour 
that is more powerful than himſelf, and e- 
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Letters from APOLLO. 
bor *em to take up Arms to defend their 


their own expos d to the ſame danger: To de- 
ſire Aſſiſtance, I muſt own, has always been 
natural to People in Diſtreſs; but then it has 
„been of dangerous conſequence, even from 
Equals, much more from thoſe who have 
been ſuperior in force: Frequent are the Ex- 


W moſt forcible and binding Title amongſt Prin- 
ces, barely upon pretence of aſſiſting an Ally, 
whoſe Dominions they have never thought 


a Macedonian Power, you muſt have conten- 


ry Prince. 0 5 
Indeed when a State cannot defend it ſelf, 
Wit muſt of neceſſity have recourſe to a Foreign 
Strength, which ought to be ſuſpected no 
leſs than that of our Enemies, and therefore 


our never calld in but in Caſes of the utmoſt Ex- 
1e tremity, becauſe it is equally dangerous to 


truſt our Dominions to the Diſcretion of our 


; our Enemies. It might therefore have Pro- 
ö ved a very fatal Error in you, to deſire Aſſi- 
you | tance of the King of Macedonia, a Powertul 
hing and Ambitious Prince, who having nothing 
than in his View but Univerſal Monarchy,was ve- 


*in cafily perſwaded to undertake your Reſto- 
= ration, 


Neighbour's Dominions, without leaving 


amples of ſuch as have taken poſſeſſion, the 


ed your ſelf to have been at beſt a Tributa- 


1 
3 1h 


Whit afterwards to reſtore: And you may de- 
vend upon it, had you ever. been reſtored by 


Friends, or abandon 'em to the Violence of 


Letters from APOLLO. 
ration, that he might by that Pretence aprath 
dize his own Dominions: Errors of this kind 
cannot be twice committed, therefore let all 
Princes for the future, remember how Ama. 
rath the Second, aſſiſted Cantacuzinus a — I 
Paleologus ; how Ferdinand of Spain, helpy'd i 
his Confederate the King of Naples againſt WW 
the French; and how Charles the Fifth refto- 
red the Sforzs's of Millan, aſſuring them · 
ſelves they can never meet with better For. 


LETTER It 
To Julian Ueccht. | 


He is commanded by his Majeſty to change that 


"T'yEcauſe of the Eſteem which we enter. 
tain of your Merit, ſo well known in 
Parnaſſus, and fo much celebrated for rhe 
conſtant and ſincere Affection which you 
bear our Friends; by this preſent Let- 
ter, we command you to change that EX. 

preſfion in your Book, Homo Homini bel. 
{az ; whereby you would repreſent the Crus 
elty and Barharity of Mankind, who well de- 
ſerve to be compar'd with Beaſts ; in imita- 
tion of him, who, upona quite different of / 

ca HD 


/ 


* Letters from APOLLO. 
„ ation, to expreſs the Power of Men who 
4 ie as they ought to do, faid, Homo homini 
n. For the Word Beaſt does not ſufficient· 
„y cxpreſs the Ferity of Man, who is more 


8 * 0 


— . 


r Alphonſus King of Caſtile, 
22 Majeſty does not x phe of his Inſtituting 
1 rt, 


Kyigbts * the Scarf, on Condition that they 
(hould tell no Lies. | 


He Inſtitution of Knights, who, in re- 
ſpect to the Title and Character which 


in ig highly applauded ; becauſe Societies 
ths nd Orders of Eminent Perfons, where Ho- 
ours and Rewards have been proportion d to 
heir Laborious and Noble Enterprizes, have 
Nupported the Foundations of Virtue, and fur- 


nſtitutors of all Orders, have taken care to 


(] 


And 


Wherefore it would run much better, Homo 


1 hey bear, are obliged to perſorm Virtuous 
er- Ind Manly Actions, is a Cuſtom we have al- 


15 


ind the World with excellent Examples, 
Worthy of 7 Memory. But the firſt 


ald their Deſign on a firm and laſting foun- 


L z "x 


16 Letters frm APOLLO: 
And thus have many well founded, and 
better eſtabliſh'd Orders, been preſerv'd; be. 
cauſe they retain'd ſomething of their Prince 
in *em, and their Duration bore a proportion 
to their ſolid Contrivance and Inſtitution: 
But when we are inform'd of that Order off 
the Knights of the Scarf, which you have 
lately Inſtituted, on Condition, That thoſe 
who are honour'd with that Degree, ſhall 
never tell a Lye ; we thought it convenient toi 
let you know, tis impoſſible your Order 

| ſhauld laftany time: For it is become as cu 
ſtomary now for Knights, even of the higheſt 
Order, to break their Word and Honour, «ll 
for ſome Tradeſmen, who get their Living 


” 


by Lying. 


* 


— 


rA 1k 


» 
. 


He is commanded to make Enquiry after che Ar 


. thorof a Book, called, An Univerſal Dictio 
nary, and ſend him Priſoner to Parnaſſus. 


4 


In the O. WW: have, to our Satisfaction, ofteall 
pm Fee heard you named in Fang tho 
Anon, by way of Drollery, and being well plex 
| ſed, that ſuch Perſons as you, that you may 
in ſome meaſure live free from Ignore . 


Letters from A PO LP O. 
pllow the trade of Learning; we are con- 

nt to honour you with our Commands ; 

\ bargin you to make diligent Enquiry af. 
Er a 7 Author, who has raſhly, and 
poſt maliciouſly rel d t to hr the Works | 
our Deareſt Moreri. | 


| Wherefore «thinking, it not Aden, to 

1 N Satisfaction to the Modeſty of our 

1 ich Servant ( who will Kaner confeſs 
Wat he is 5 y cauſing all the Co- 

Jes of that p 

rs Shops 


who ſhall make him an Example toall 
eh, as for the future ſhall attempt to tt 
e: Compoſitions of other Men, witheur 
Ertainty of Succeſs: For Works that are 
Jopied after another hand — 2 mn Haee 20 
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ie as it is our Duty, to ſatifie Juſtice; we 


at leaſt * Aer le totem: 


* 
4 
3 * 
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Which were found in Gro- 1 1 * 
tobe burnt; But deſiring a 
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nmand you to uſe your urmoſt Endeavout 
WP diſcover the ſaid Author; that; hy the help! pr 
the Meſſenger of the Preſs you may ap- 3 
ehend him, and commit him to our Priſon; 
Fhere the Sentenet of Puniſhment, which; - 
= has deſerv d: ſhall be given on him by our- 
ty and well beloved Judge Tri ano Bocca- 
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bre Of. Wich che — falling 9 yl 


| Count Wa- 


of Lutzen: 


 <&f;, be All this oould not ſatisfis out Ambition, $ 


ow yo AP O14L O. 
23.1 16 Obs o ö 


1 B 7 1 E R XII. 91 oy 
it; Ser 03 uo (Bl; hay 
1 Abert Count of p 
li Yee 1098 
His Majeſty returns an Auſwe to ine of bis L 
ters, wherein he tle ires nu be nen 
* Temple of Enn, nisten mig vl 
S H OW YO eee inn I 
He News Exc Ruin, has given moni 
-# Scandal than Amazement to. all t thak i 
o know what are the uſt Y 
vagant Paſſion and Ambition. For 
aum 4 tue firſt ais d you above Condition ol 
dolpbus, at Private Gentleman, then brought you to confi 
the baue ſummate Proſperity, and laſt of all ixnadaya I 
after that, Caſar Companion and Equal; ut aſter wan ö 
— deſerted you; becauſe chers wnS not & high 
4 =: eb Step in pp oi left! far yOu .o mod | 


198 


ailodey d you muſ attempt to riſe jet qt ſteꝑ hight 


ders, and were ut that time when you firſt began 
__ climb. But now you are tall mand who; eye ; 
ſen Tote- flows the Diitates of his n Pride, throne 
ret, = himſelf headlong from a fatal Preeipice. Ml 
ny have left ſad Inſtances of chis Na Nature, buff 
Poſterity has not learnt any thing from dem 

except how to carry on bad Practices and Pe 

ſigns with greater ſecurity 3 not conſiderin; 


that ruiqous Foundations are not able 7 | 


. 


ash. on APOLLO: ug 
lain fuch weighey Piles of Building. When 
er ſound how much he was oblig'd to 
ou for the good Services you had done him, 
e refign'd almoſt his whole Authority 
eu, conteming himſelf with the bare 
ame of Emperor, firmly believing; that 
ea aimd at no other Reward by your Acti- 
I oscbut Glery. But you ungratefull/ and 
olim entertaimd greater Thoughts than 
ou Was able to compaſs, aiming at Intereſt 
oe at Glory; not contenting your ſelf 
neh be Ce Compation, afpir'd to Rival 
no ini; and deſerting His Service, betook your 
Air to creacherous Practices. Immediatel ß 


due the Diſcovery hereof, juſt as Caſar (Wo 
2 infinitely furpriz?d and forryifor your 
wa uilt) had given Orders that you ſhould re- 
eive a thouſand Wounds 2 055 thoſe tur- 
olent Spirits that had inſpir d you with trea- 
d onable Deſigns, might ſpeedily guſh out, 
nnd be diſcharg'd ; Fame flew to Parnaſſus, 
g ulld down all the Tables in the Temple of 
eternity, on which ſhe had regiffred your 
e lorious Ac ions; and when we askt her the 
worReaſon why The\had done ie, i ſhe returd'd 
his Anſwer ;\ That upon better mformation, 
Ihe had found all 'your Actiens Center d ih 
Glory, as ſhe 
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 wojed bim ble Death Grows: the paſt Actions d I 


ates from AP OLL Oi 


nity ;/ it being evident, that one baſe Action 
for ever cancels a thouſand glorious At. 
chievements, and deſtroys the Merit ag, 
ou by en. Your Lite I own Was Wor- 
thy of Praiſe; and it had been moſt Glo 
ous, if it had been ſhort... But that ! iN 
Ze was kil- which ends in an infamous Death, is ac 


— 


ted by ie worthy to be perpetuated! in th Menorah 
ha 40h of Men, much leſs ro be e among the 


apt. Deb- 
C % & Lives nh n A. rherefore I Saus 
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„ Hero's, as you tate, Fe a B 1 
Butler deſ- that of Tray tors ; or as an Tawa 


and moſt cf 
his adhe- Our Lite, fo an infamous One 52 0 8 
rents the wry cs wh al our 8 Glores. 1 (48 
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1 John Bapti ta. 


LEV 5 tit tto 


ev 423 


%% Me 
His Majeſty: returns, an | : Anſa to W 15 i 


A. Ra 


Letters which he wrote to bim from, the. 
bo cpa n. of Savoye. ! a 


bs 0 *y 24 


1 FO RES I 


4 bn 
« N 


| — bus 3% T7 ; 148 
A Famous ws "oY 
Neeb E were very ſorry to * of your 


Por who VV Impriſonment-in Savoy; but we ope 
lived about lanocenge "will * of Malice, f nf 


the XVIth 
Cemury. 


ure Priſon Doors to you, and that in a ſhort 
me we ſhall ſee you at Liberty. In the mean 
a nile we would have you reflect, what pro- 
Oed of Gain there is for Virtuoſi in Courts, 
here Merit is either diſpis d or envied, and 
red to paſs through the Mouths of too ma- 
, before it can reach the Ears of Princes. 
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eighty Concerns : A very falſe. pretence ; 
"<< tis agreed on hy all hands, that Princes 
Would not dive too deep in Studies, but make 
hem their diverſion not their Labour; 
C 3 only 
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1 
8 
3 
wh — 
* 
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21 


help of books; not dwell on dem for ſenſual 


The Court, Dear Baptiſta, is not the prope if 


Letters from APOLLO. f 
only ripen and perfect their judgment by the 


Pleaſure, but ſlightly peruſe em for the fake 
of Exerciſe. A pretence as prejudicial to the 
happineſs of Princes, as it is profitable to 
their Miniſters; who would have their Ma. 

ſters able to do nothing of themſelves. ; 


dwelling place of the Virtuoſi; they only ſerve if 
there like Monkies, for the entertainment 
and diverſion of Princes; they are oblig'd vi 
ſpend their Time one while in defending 
themſelves from a Competitor, another 
from a malicious Perſon, and at lat” 
they are oblig d in their own defence 
to grow Vitious that they may not he ſo 
open to diſturbance. Be comforted there 
fore in your Innocence, and when you hav 
got your Liberty, leave the Court and you 
Priſon at the ſame time, taking care fol 
the future not to live there, but only touch by $0 
the way in your paſſage ; remembring tha 
Every Virgil finds not his | Augaſtas. NT | 
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FETT ER WV. 
J. Plinius Pepos. 


22 Majeſty will not accept 4 Colleftion of Pa · 


negyricks made by ſeveral Handi. 


Jome few days ago, our Secretary Paulus 
„ AManutius, preſented us with a Collection 
er banegyricks which you had made, com poſed 

Lords 


f by ſeveral Literati in praiſe of Princes, 


nd other Perſons. The ſtrokes of their Af- 
fected and Byaſs'd Pens, moſt fulſom flatte- 
Fries, and intolerable Extra vagances put us into 
Wo great a Paſſion, that we did not only Judge 
chem unworthy of being admitted into our 
J De/phick Library; but were amazed why thoſe 
1 whom they were directed had left the leaſt 
10 remains of them extant, not imitating the 
great Example of Alexander 3 when he thr S 
Ariftobalas his Book, into the River Hidaſpes; 
cho he had rendred himſelf worthy of the Prai- 
ſes it contain d. But what made this Collecti- 
on ſtill more Odious to us, was to ſee ſuch Pane- 
eyricks made on ſome proud Prelate or Igno- 
rant and Cowardly Lord, where more could 

Y cot have been ſaid to the praiſe of a Monarch. 
Flattery is now ſtretched to ſo vaſt a degre, that 
C4 nothing 


24 Letters from APOLLO. 


nothing leſs than the Attributes of God, are 
thought ſufficient to extol the Actions of 
Men withall; and perfection in Arts and ff 


Virtues only peculiar to the Almighty, are 
attributed to Men: yet they are pleaſed with 
this Groſs Flattery, and confeſs they cannot 
hear any ſound more agreable ; being pet. 

ſwaded that they are hleſs'd with thoſe en 

dowments, which they are ſo far from poſſe 

ſing : We therefore with moſt juſt diſpleaſurf 
ö diſcharged Paulus Manutius with the ſaid 2 

N negyriks out of our preſence, poſitively deny 
ing them any place in Parnaſſus. Where 
fore we thought fit to let you know our It 
tention , that you might be contented witli 1 
having your own admitted into our Libr 1 
y, tho“ not perfectly free from Weeds ! 
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ee 
Je the Republick of Uenice. | 
His Ma ef y condoles with hers for the Loſs of | 


\ 7 Kine dom of Cyprus; exhorting her not 
0 deſpair of the Recovery. of it. IS 


IE were ſtruck with more Grief than © 


ny whoſe Claw has already extended it ſelf o- 
ver more than half the Earth. The Glorious 
Defence which your Serene Highneſs made 
to maintain it, was as ſolemny celebrated 
in Parnaſſus, as the Negligence and overſight 
of other Princes was bewailed, who were ob- 
JW lig'd in Juſtice, Piety, Duty and Intereſt, 
to have relieved it: for it was not barely paſ- 
ſing from the ſubjection of one Catholick 
Prince to another, but intirely diſmembred 
from the Body of Chiſtianity. ?Tis an ex- 

g cellent Maxim of Government, practiſed by 
al Princes but Chriſtians, who follow the 
1 Dittates of their paſſion more than Intereſt ; 
That when one Member is in danger of be - 
ng torne from the Body, all the reſt ought not 

Wy 1» (<19yce at the Seggration, hut joyntly to 
— 


o 
* 
* 
% 
* 


n 
IS 


74 


rut Was | 
Monder at the ſad News, that the eg Lhirg 
moſt noble Kingdom of Cyprus was fallen in- «ws by Se- 


to the Hands of the Emperour of the Eaſt, 2 | 


1571. 


16 


on purpoſe to chaſtiſe the Chriſtian World 


thargy by his impetuous Rapine ; bull 
render his Robberies imperceptible: and 
thus ſecuring his Monarchy by the diſcord of 
the Chriſtians, he is ſure to Triumph or 
their Ruin: Theſe Deſigns are either not con- 
ſidered, or if they be, they are not ſufficient· 
ly dreaded ; we know not for What reaſon, 


matt of this Amputation; butthey' who, ol 
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riſe in its defence, becauſe the loſs is then no 
longer particular but common. Therefore 
when Chriſtian Princes ſee a State invaded by 1 
an Enemy of a different Reli or who is 

their Enemy by Nature ; tho' the tate 1nva- 
ded belong to one of their Competitors, il 
whom on any other occafion they ſhould wiſh 
to be depreſs d and humbled, yet when it is be- 
come the common cauſe, they ought to imitate 
the Fable of the Hen and Chickens, to make: 
peace, and defend him, left they themſelves 
ſuſtain a Damage they are not aware of. Theſe 


85 
2. 999 
2 a 
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are common and natural Maxims, tho ſtran 


to the Hearts of European Princes, and 
od perhaps removes em far from em 


This unbelieving Emperour being fully ſatis ſc 
fied of the Joy they entertain at each others r 
Misforfortunes, has grounded his moſt uſefull 
Politicks on this Baſis ; taking care to incroach ll | 
upon his Neighbours Territories by Degrees 
that he may not rouſe em from their Le 


it has been your Highneſs's lot to fee] the 


or 
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of Envy to your power, have own'd their ſa- 
tisfaction at it, may ſhortly feel the ſame mis- 
fortune, except it pleaſe God to open the Eyes 
and remove the blindneſs of Princes. The de- 
WT fence which your Highneſs has made, as it will 


W it be a perpetual Terror to your moſt potent 
| Encmy, tho he knows no other Laws, but 
choſe of his own deſires, and has frequent- 
ly boaſted that he could overrun. all Chri. 


ne dreads the Prudence of your High- 


WJ Therefore whilſt the Wheel of Fortune 


covery of Cyprus, Ipite of your Enemy's 
Power: For every State obtained by Fraud 
or Violence, is in continual Danger of being 
matched out of the Hands of the Uſurper. 


l 
* , 
+*+.4 4 &£ 


and Neuter and be an idle Spectator; yet 


* . 


always be memorable and Famous, ſo will 


Wi neſs more than the Power of | others, 


WT is turning round, hilſt you ſee fuch ſud- 
den changes in the World, your High- . ' 
ness . ought not utterly; to deſpair of the Re- 


28 Letters from APOLLO. 
T 
J Charles Duke of iron. 


His Majeſty returns an Anſwer to one of his, if 
he complains of the Severity of hu 


wherein 


* . Ming. 


IN ſhort, Ambition, which permits nov the 
Mind to learn the Rules of Reaſon, which il 
Biron con- ſuffers not Profit to be attended by Honeſty, 
N nor judgment to keep 3 in its 

— iolenee of thi |". 
with te Wind, which continually threatens Storms, 


reſpondence View,has Ruinꝰ d you. The 
Spaniard 

and Sav0y- 
ad in the YOU 
Tea 1602. 


by cutting off his Head, you prais d the 


: behold the Dangers that attend Ambition, 
that you might know it at once put an end 


to Life and Proſperity, and kindled an uni 
quenchable Fire of infamous memory on the 


Aſhes of him whom it hath rann, 


— 
1 


has driven you into a Sea without a ſhore: 
have made but a very bad uſe of the 
Example of the Earle of Eſſex, which von 
faw in England when you was Ambaſſador 
there, when in the preſence of the Queen 
who was obliged to prevent his black my 7 
ſtice of the Judgment, and declared your ab 
horrence of the Treaſon. It ſeems, Fortune 
foreſeeing your future Actions, ſet this as 2 
Looking-Glaſs before you, that you might 
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in ſhort, it is a flaſh- of Lightning, which 
preceding the Thunder Bolt, at once daz- 
tles and confounds the Perſon it lights on. You 
have not learned from the Example of the 
le of E[zx ro moderate and cool your boi- 
ing Thoughts, but how to put em in exe- 
aution; no man thinks his deſigns will meet 
with the ſame Cataſtrophe with n 

Watteriog himſelf with the hopes that he fhall 
De able to Carve out a better Fortune, 
han he who went before him: But Villa- 


Nen, is not a ſure Foundation to build a laſt- 
Ing felicity upon. Good ſhould never begin 
rich Evil, becauſe they are inconſiſtent con- 
rarieties, and the End can never Juſtifie the 
ens; yet many Men deceive themſelves in 
his point. You have no reaſon to complain 
f Fortune, or tax her with inconſtancy ; for 


. * 


n Door: but you have abuſed her Favours; 


u- 


pi Wiring to depend upon your own Parts and 
onduct rather than on her Favour, which has 
een the Cauſe of your Ruin. Nothing in- 


For if he has the Luck to Surmount one, 


WP. where there is not an opportunity 
er Erring twice, it behoves a Man to 


4 | 2-4 $8 Wo £ 
e has always follow*d you even to the Pri- 


None for you, tevild and affronted her, de- 


tructs a Man better than his own Misfortune; 


will arme him againſt a thouſand Dangers 


2 


— 


y, which is hateful to God and prejudicial to 


Ind not being ſatisfied with what ſhe had 


conſider 
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conſider fo well on the Puniſhmecit, oe dan. 
getgurs Conſequences that attend his Crime, 
as to Norte Himſelt into a firm Reſolution 1 
not .to commit ir. Your misfortunes tbok 
theit riſe” from your proſperity, Which % 
ſoon ,palf'd thoſe hopes that fpould have Wi 
been the; enter nouriffiment of you i F 
oh Your 90 Rwe you all that in one Bay 
_ which'fh ave imptoyed his Bounty 
many Years; and you aye loft that in on 
Mi inüte, Which ſhould have ſery'd you Apo 
had you liv fo long; You complain there 
fore of your King's, 8e erity without Reaſon n 
It muſt be ane you have done great Si 
vice fo che Crown of France; but” = youll 
FA Merit vanifffd with your Fidelity. 4 
IV.Þ made fand Services are not 0 be place 100 che BA 0 
tinmerſul lance againſt one Treacherous Action. You 8 
7 17: King therefore is neither Severe nor ungranf 
1594. 4f- full; becaufe he payed you at once 7 F 
rerwors the, good Service you had done N 
of Burgundy Thoſe you Were obliged to W ro his C 
rg ak 


8 
* ; 


; f 4 


12 2 , 
of 5 Th 
— 
4 "#1 y "> wal 16 
* « . # 1 4 
Þ ä 0 
* $7 # . 4 Q — 
— Ni 


Ln fron APO LLO. 35 


1 T TER U. 


the Academy of the Jncoguti 


17 Maieſty returns 40 en to one 157 A 
| wherein they acquainted him with * en 
7 Ferrante Fe 10111182 wor! 


a PF o 


HE fad N ws mY — palvnisr P be 

Death was receiv'd in Parnaſſus with iin: be 
aite Grief; many of our Lirerati 
lis Fall, and ſo did we our ſelves, not ſo gan e 


Houſe o 


u nuch on the Score of his Virtuous LAboufs Barbar ini 
Ind Perfomances, as for the great eupetta. wh ur 


ion we had of 
Peing . 
| dave produced moſt excellent Performances. 4 2 
lis Death, as you have deſeribed it, Was 
Wainful and much to be Lattiented, but yet 3 it 
as no more than he deſerved. -Pritices are 
Pot to be played with, like Cats; nor ought 
heir Subjecks and Inferors r provoke em 
0 3 for they have ands, which 

bey can extend taerety elles; Therefore 

hen we cannot ſpealkgood ofthe we ſhould 
old our Tongues: T'&d6 it while they live is 
Fadnefs ; and even after their Beach, Im- 
dence, leaſt they Meld riſe. out öf their 


Ive to revenge the RfAr4ᷣ . Every Word 
ſpoken 


reg nant £ Wit, Which VIII5b. one 


| 5 | T 


ttands writ 11 Is 


maturer Studies might f tht Fe- 
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by them as a mortal offence, and regiſtred 


not to keep our Tongue within due Bounds, 


deſire not to be reproved, imagining their WP 


ted. For this Reaſon the Virtuoſi ſhould keep 


king blunt Truths to avoid giving offence 


him from Tyranny, he ſhould not make uſe of 
cannot celebrate the Xirtues of his Prince, 


it be received as the effect of his ear- 
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ſpoken to the diſcredit of Princes is received 
in the indelible account of Revetipe: therefore 


were to diſtruſt their Power; and to give 
it Liberty, the ready way to Deſtruction: ma. 
ny Men might have lived longer, if they had 
ſpoken leſs. Several Princes are of Opi- 
nion they cannot Err, and therefore. they 


Lives deſerve not to be cenſured but imita . 


at a diſtance from em, | that they may not 1 
be Eye - witneſſes of their Actions, or fal 
into the preſumption of Judging them: fo 
it were more prudent to abſtain from ſpea- 


than to incur their diſpleaſure by too ſtrictaf 
Regard for plain- dealin L = 
If a Subject has not a ſword that can fre 


his Tongue or Pen, Weapons which: oni 
ſtrike the Air and the Eyes: and when be 


he is obliged to conceal his Vices; becauſe} 
it is not his Buſineſs to reprove him, nor wil 


neſt Zeal and Affection but of his Malice, * 
Ferrante Pallavicini was Young, of a Tur. 
bulent Spirit, a fleeting Brain, and confuſed} 
Judgment; Becauſe he was Young, * 
N U go 


L.ettert from AP O LL O. 33 
Went was not expected from him; but he 

Wught to have corrected his Actions by the 
riſer Counſels of old Men: He did not per- 
ive that he deviated from the paths of 
rudence, whilſt he Lampoon'd Eccleſiaſtical 
WP rinces, and the Church it (elf on pretence 
If laſhing their Abuſes; and what was 
Worſe, he did not content himfelf to do it 
y double Extenders, but in plain Terms 
Id Words at length; which groſs Uſage 
as very provoking  .  _... 
They who put a {top to his Carreer, had 
Reaſon to do fo, apprehending the dreadful 
ffeds it might work in a very ſhort time. 
lis Friends ought to have admoniſh'd him 
verely, when they ſaw he did not take 


& 2 . . ON ir . 2; WB. 
Farning by his firſt Chaſtiſement, which 


Wnly provoked him to go on the farther: 
Indeed you have loſt a worthy Member; 
Nut ſince his Humour lay ſo much to Satyr 
Id Lampoon, you ought not to be much 
ffected with the loſs : He may ſerve for an 
xample to Poſterity, and teach thoſe who 
mall be born with the fame Inclinations to 
void meddling with Great Men : for the beſt 
ay of dealing with them, is as Travellers 
with the Images of God, and of the 
ur- aints ina Catholick Country, ſalute them as 


el e vals by, and proceed on their Journey. 


r SN nn 


4.4 
I 
BS ; 

l 

: 
wal 
*4 
. 
5 a3 
* 
* 
YI 
Va 
: KI 
A U 
. 
* 
. 
#3 
3 
= 
.* ( 
8 
— 2 
þ 
by 
"IP 
4 
8 
3 
=. 
* 
* 
1 
3 
: 8 p 
N 
9 7 4 
A 
* 

4 
XX 
-$ 

"Jy 
1 
* 

7 
1 
.£ 

x 

1 

5 

. 

74 

# 
. 
n 
F 
# » 
* 8 
1 
. 
5 8 
X 
+ 
. 
8 
5 
„ 
A 
# 4 
1 
7 
A 
* 


your Moral Writings, that we could not“ 


Letters from APOLLO: 
LETTER XVII. 
To Seneca ad Epicetus. | 

They are order'd to calle} their Works, aral 


phick Librag. N i 


IyEk were ſo much diſturh'd, at ti 
'A News which Juvena! told us ol 


mit commanding you to call in the Copa 

that are extant. When we firſt (aw 'em, n 
were in hopes, that the excellent Moral pf 
cepts contain'd in em, might have indu i 
the World, not only to admire, but to pil 
ile and correct the abuſes of their Lives hp 
But ſince we have been Credibly inſormi 
that Men keep em, not that they mul 
really be, but only appear Good; not ic 
change their Vicious habits, but to make ri 
of the Sentences to ſerve à particular tu 
we have reſolved todeprive'em of ſo precioſOr 
a Treafure, deſiring for the future, that H. 
may not fall into the Hands of any, but ful 
whoſe Actions and Expreſſions are of a pics 
for it is not conſiſtent with your Honour ti 
they ſhould excuſe themſelves by ſaying, 8 


7 
o 


„ 
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Lets fm APOLLO. 
Read the Moral Precepts, not to practiſe 
Wem, but to reach 'em other Men in imitation 
f the Authors who writ ein. 
LETTER XIX. 


. 
- 


To the Einperour Juftinian, 


Ws Majeſty 5s ahgry at him for hir Ingratitade 
„ Belifarius bis General. N 


hat your Majeſty, endued with a greatneſs 
pf Mind proportionable to that of the Impe- 
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1 
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£ 
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on, 
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- 
by 


aal Dignity, could behold a General, who 
12d ſettled you on the Throne, and rendred 


our Name glorious by his Victories, robbed 
f his Honours, and his Eyes, and depriv d 
en of the ſuſtenance allowed wild Beaſts. 
Are theſe the Recompences fit for a Cham- 
ion and Protector, who has put a Servile 
ridle in the Mourh of Perſia, and laid a hea- 
ue Loan on the Neck of Africt; who has 
08@riunph'd over two Kings, ſeveral Kingdoms, 
Wind rendred the Fame of Ceſar ſo formidable, 

bat his moſt potent Enemies tremble at his 
co ishtning. and proffrate themſelves at his 


heſe the Rewards that are due to a renown- 
D2 "MM 


o can we longer endure the Ingra - 
titude of Princes? How 1s it poſſible, 


Fe like Vaſſals, for fear of his Thunder. Are 
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that Men keep em, not that they mull 


really be, but only ap 


Letters from APOLLO: 
LETTER XVII. 
To Seneca a Epidetus. 
. 
. all the Copies of em extent into the Dif 
phick Libray. e e 
T TE were fo much diſturh'd, at th F 


BY: ems whe Farms le 
your Moral Writings, that we could not il 


mit commanding you to call in the Copall 
that are extant. When we firſt {aw em, wWl8i 
were in hopes, that the excellent Moral Ii 


ceptscontaun'd in em, might have rf 


1 


the Worid, got only to admire, but to p. 
Qiiſe and correct the abuſes of their Lives iſ 
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But ſince we have been Credibly inſomm 
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pear Goo; not 
change their Vicious habits, but to make fl 
of the Sentences to ſerve à panticular tum 

we have reſolved to deprive em of ſo precio 
a Treaſure, deſiring for the future, that th 


may not fall into the Hands of any, but fo 


whoſe Actions and Expreſſions are of a pig. 
for it is not conſiſtent with your Honour ti 
they ſhould excuſe themſelves by ſa ropes 
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read the Moral Precepts, not to prattifſe 
em, but to reach em other Men in imitation 
J f the Authors who writ em. | 1 
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LETTER XIX. 


To the Emperdur Juttintar. 


Ws Majeſty 5+ angry at bing for hir Irarit at 
_ 2 Beliſarius bis General. 3 


13 OW can we longer endure the Ingtra- 
pp | titude of Princes? How is it poſſible, 
hat Jour Majeſty, endued with a greatneſs 
pr Mind proportionable to that of the Impe- 
aal Dignity, could behold a General, who 
uad ſettled you on the Throne, and rendred 
our Name glorious by his Victories, robbed 
f his Honours, and his Eyes, and depriv'd 
ui ven of the ſuſtenance allowed wild Beaſts. 
Are theſe the Recompences fit for a Cham- 
tion and Protector, who has put a Servile 
; Bridle in the Mouth of Perſia, and laid a hea- 
uy Yoalt on the Neck of Africk; who has 
cia triumph'd over two Kings, ſeveral Kingdoms, 
ind rendred the Fame of Ceſar ſo formidable, 
bat his moſt potent Enemies tremble at his 
dien | aghtning, and proſtrate themſelves at his 
D088 like Vaſſals, for fear of his Thunder. Are 
„the thele the Rewards that are due to a renown- 
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ed Warriour, who has been ſo firm a Prop 
to the Empire, who has received ſo many 
Wounds in his Breaſt for its defence, and 
ſet no Value on his own Life, but as it 
was ſerviceable to his Maſter? Is this the 
way of diſcharging Debts due to ſo ge. 
nerous a Creditor,who obtaining one halt ol 
the Victory by his Name, and the other witli 


Crowns to that of your Majeſty, reſerved 
nothing for the Memory of his moſt gloriouf 
Triumphs, but the Scars he bore in his mau 
gled and disfigured Body? After this Attion|iM 
what hopes can the moſt Valiant and Loyal 
Subjects entertain; or on what Baſis can thy 
ground their expectations, whillt they («i 
their Princes ſo ungrateful, that in Recon 
pence for all their Services, they cannot vi 
much as promiſe themſelves ſecurity fron ) 
an ignominious Death? I was obliged u 
let you know the juſt diſpleaſure which I coop 
ceived againſt you on this occaſion,  becautſ** 
all the Princes in Parnaſſus have reſented it 3 
an Injurie to their common Reputation. 
Bui you will ſay, you had juſt Reaſon tobi 

Jealous of his greatneſs, and apprehealiv | 
of the exorbitant Power of a Miniſter wil L 
having ſo often triumph'd,ſeem'd to have Fo 
tune at his command: Has then your Majelly | A 
ſufferd Vain Fear to tranſport you to Bol 
— Aa again 
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ainſt a Faithful Delegate, who at his re- 
rn from conqueſt laid his Head at your Feet, 
Wd r<fign'd the Chains with which he had 
ond the Captive Nations; yet ſo monſtrous | 
ga your Fears repreſent him to you, that you 
Sought your ſelf obliged out of State-necel- + 
ty, to remove a Perſon capable of being ſo 
ngerous a Rival out of the Way. Believe 
Sc, your Majeſty ought to have conſidered, 
at by pulling down ſuch a Coloſlus, 
ho ſupported the Pile of a vaſt an + 
his Choulders, you ran too great a hazard; 
r the building might have fallen, together 
ich the Prop that bare it. Your Majeſty has 
Water Reaſon co boaſt of the Favours of 
tune than any Prince in the Univerſe, for 
= deſtroy ſo conſiderable a Machine as this, 
not fo eaſy as is commonly believ'd: And 
might have proved of fatal conſequence 
vou, had Beliſarius conſidered that his For- 
ne depended upon his own ſingle Arm, 
ad his Authority upon his own Vertue. He 
Jas a Man who never ſuffer d himſelf to be 
Wanſported by Proſperity beyond the Bounds 
Loyalty; deſiring no greater Honour, than to 
known by the Name of Ceſar's ſervant. And 
ad he ever entertained a Thought equal to 
$5 Power of ſhaking off the Yoke of Depen- 
ace, he would never have endangered the 
| of opportunity by Delay; His ſtrength 
ould have given early Laws to his Reaſon; 
| D 3 * 
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and his Ambition would have ſpur'd him on 
to ſpeedy Reſolutions, ſince Deſigos of that Wl 
Nature hardly admit of time fufficient to 
lay Schemes of projection; it being à cer 
tain ftate Maxim, That he who has the POW. 
er and Will to ſhake off the Authority of hs 
Sovereign, ought to make him feel the conſe. 
- quence, before he can hear the noiſe of bull 
Deſign ; And had Belzſarius entertained an 


. 


thoughts of this Nature, your Majeſty my 


» 
S664 


depend upon it, he would not have loin 
Moment's Fime in the execution of his P 
ied, till he had actually put himſelf in poll 
ſion of rhoſe honours which he aimd all. 
Your Majeſty perhaps examin'd into his grea 
neſs, and had reaſon to dread. his Proſperity: 
but it had been greater prudence to have cool 
cealed your Apprchenſions, and diſlembi_ 
your Concern : for to ſeem to diſtruſt a Ml 
niſter, is the way to provoke him to al. 
Treaſons he never deſigned. 14 
Great Enterpriſes require great Men; C 
Honors are great Men's due, and when Prin, 
find the Benefit of their Services, they ought i 
let them continue in thoſe Dignities they ha! 7 
| conferr'd on *em, notwithſtanding. their Je 
. louſies, becauſe they cannot ruin em wit 
wh Vu“ͤolent means, nor can Violence be uſed Wi 
_ out extreme Danger and running the hazal 
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ef tumbliog into a Precipice, with the 10 x 


ml ſon who's: tall. is aimd at, The power of 


Letters from & PO IL. LO. = "W 
yergrown Officer indeed ought to be con- 
jered, and may gradually be diminiſtyd 

B 


rithout Danger But Ingratitude ſhould = 
over be us'd, for at the fame time you 
rempt eo cur off a faichful Servant with 
oolence, you teach him. to defend himſelf 
Sith Obſtinaey. Your Majeſty has done an 
Scion which lias opemd a Door to the Ruin 
Ws Princes, for their Mimfters will learn 
om this Example, not to undertake great 
In; being corivinc'd that it depends not up- 
their difcretion to obtain a better reward 
an this, ſince Reaſons of State render even ” 
e blackeſt ingratitude Lawful; and the 
ies of the braveſt and moſt Loyal Sub- [ 
s depend on the jealoufy of ther Princes. | 


= LETTER XIV. | 
the Sacred Chaiſtiati Republick;, | 
ok Chiuſtendom, | 
ti Ws Maj eſt) congratulates her on the Sea Vitto. 
* 7 obtain 4 over Selimus Emperour F the 
urks, but ie jar? that the C onfederates have | 
T | 
Fq 'REAT was the Joy that all the Princes 
I in Parſe; expreſed for the Victory 
1 ch the Confederate Princes gain'd over 
— D 4 the 
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Don Jokn cauſe the Turbant to totter on his Head, ani 


| foetheBa- Wethereforerejoyceextremely at your ſuc 


_— fo much praiſe,as he who makes a right ule ol! 


Ae, 


40 Letters from APOLLO. 
the Emperour of the Turks: And we like, 
wiſe have reſolved to give your Majeſty par. 
ticular demonſtration of our Satisfaction by 
theſe our Congratulatory Letters. This wa 
a Victory which deſerves to be eſteemed the 
more Glorious,becauſe it was obtain d againſt 
This wa; an Enemy, who, pretending Superiority over 
the gane! all Potentates, by reaſon of his tormidab 4 
1 9% Power, has aſſum d the Title of Invincible t 
2 N But his Eyes are at length opened, he 15 unde 3 
Dom. John cejy'd heisconvinc'd that he may be overcome 


of Auſtria, 4 that only one part of Chriſtendom wal; 


An · l 5 
Ny of able to oppoſe and defeat his Navy, which 
coom® contain'd the united Strength of his vaſt Moy 
Venieri narchy. He has found Fortune can be a 
comman- unconſtant to him as to other Princes; tha 
cable the judgment of Man cannot fail when gui 
azinft te ded IP directed by the Almighty ; and tha 
Turkiſh his ſtrength only is inſuperable whom Hei 
Admiral 7 , * 
Hali Ba. ven protects: He has at laſt ſeen, that youll 


few. Majeſty tho? weakned by civil diſcord coull 


9 


nd Venie · ſnatch one of thoſe Scepters out of his Hana 
40e te which he had unjuſtly Uſurp d. 


el and bad e jave been more durabl 
2 5 fer, Ceſs, but our joy would have been 


#er the Ve. had the confederate Princes purſu'd ſo Glort 
netians ous à Victory. Hew ho overcomes deſerves nt 


Greece Vidtory, eſpecially when it is to be fear'd thu 


mit bave | o ui : 1 atre is wel: 
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Jul at home, and may return to the Field 
Armed with freſh Troops and Implacable Re- 
W:otmenr ; This Inadvertency of yours indeed 
as dampt our Joy; for nothing ſhould have 
iven a check to a Victorious and Trium- 
dhant General when Fortune favor'd, Hea- 
en protected, Victory animated him, and the 
outed Enemy knew not whether to Fly. for 
helter. This was ſo groſs an Error that no 
Body could have been guilty of, but a Con- 
Wucror who envyed his own Proſperity : how 
afortunate would it have proved to your Ma- 
city had the Victory fallen on Selima's fide? 
le would no doubt have taught you what 
le 8 2 17 8 be mrs of ; * could 
Not ſo properly be termed a Victory as an 
ntry to 5 for the Turks who 1 de- 
eated, unprovided, and in confuſion, would 
Wave opened the Gates of their Ottoman Mo- 
Warchy to receive you. I am ſorry your 
uMajeſty has loſt ſo Glorious an Opportunity 
008 hich is not to be recover'd ; for the Turk is 
now on his Guard, and will no more expoſe 
Wimſelf to ſuch Fatal Dangers. = 
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828 fo much on Vertue, who abridg 
themſelves fo much of Pleafure that they my 
lead examplary lives, and leave 0 ame 
behind em; that we think our felves obliged 


dit of their Writictgs and efend em from 1 
the Prejudicies of falſe Interpretations, That 


Letters from APOLLO. 


LETTER XXIII. 
To Plats, ; 
He is commanded to expanye that expreſſion Out 3 


of the School Philofophy ; He who cammands, W 
_ ought robe better than he who obeys. 


v0 Singuler i the AﬀeRtion which, w 
bear Philofophers, who employ their BF; 


to take particular Care to preſerve the Ce 


they may ftilf be eſteem d in the Worlds if 


for its Truth. 


ought to be better then he that obeys. 


and every Letter of em reverence 
Wherefore we expreſly com. 
mand you to expunge our of their Sacred 
Ain, that Sentence, which is now 
grown obſolete; that, He who command, 


Letters frm APOLLO. 
LETTER XXIV. 

6 7 Mankind, 
1 His Majeſty Writes an Anſwer to the common 
I Complaint, of the Shortneſs of Life. 5 
o frequent and troubleſome are the Com- 
O plaints which are daily made at Parne/- 
about the ſhertneſs of Man's Life; that 


Wo free our ſelves from 'em for the future, 
e have Writ you this Letter, which will 


Wi That Life is not ſhort, but is rendred 
Wo by Men, who Bat, Drink, and diſpatch 
Fhat in a few Years, which ought to have 
een equally laid out inan Age. 
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RY LETTER xXV. 

To Julius Eeaſar. 
His Majeſty blames his exceſs of ' Goodmweſs. 
ET FE whoſe Lahours have deſerved ma- 
ny Honours, ſhould pay himſelf when 


ec bas the Authority in his own Hand; nor 
WH += any Reward. ſuffcient to pay your ty 


| 44 


Wive you full Satisfaction in one Reaſon, 


44 Letters frm APOLLO. 


jeſty for the Pains you took to ſerve your 
Country but your Country it ſelf... Where. 
fore we were not ſurpriz d at your Majeſties 
Reſolution, well knowing, that to throw a. 
way ſo many Glorious Triumphs, to lay aſide M 
thoſe thoughts of Empire which are Natural iſ 
to great Men, and return to the Condition of i 
a private Citizen, is a thing beyond the 
ſtrength of Human Nature. Having there. 
fore enter'd a moſt Glorious Monarch, cour. iſ 
ted by the Tongues of many, and uſherd 
in by gout own Merit; after you was poſſeſ. 
ſed of the Liberty of your Country, you pay. 
ed your ſelf a Debts due to your Valour, 
which no Body but your ſelf could diſcharge 
| We admired your Majeſties Noble Reſoluti iſ 
Au, Mon at the Rabicon,and praiſed your Courage 
ver which . 5 : eo | 1 
Cxſar pa in the Action againſt Pompey; who was hap- 
ſedwhen be pily overcome, before he had made his way i 
gh oh to the Empire: But above all things we ex Wh. 
gainſt n: = 
Rome. tolled your Majeſties Clemency to you ſh 
Country, whereby you gain'd her Affection: 
Your Intention was to be prais'd becauſe i Ne 
was juſt; but your Goodneſs was to be ble 
med becauſe it was exceſſive: As we fhal 
let your Majeſty ſee by this our Letter ſent 
you as a Teſtimony of our continual Lovs 
and Affection. To lay afide Ceremony, Yout 
Government was Tyrannical, becauſe it wa 
Uſurp'd; taken out of the Hands of many) 
and lodg d inthe Power of one: and you wa 
4 
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hy by Force; immediately upon your ac- 
eiſion unto the Throne you became good 
een to an exceſs; which was an excellent 
Wood way to ſettle the Monarchy on your 
Family, but not to confirm it in your own 


+” wil © pry pax” So nd 


inst Poyſon, a Bait that can catch the love 
e Affections of thoſe whom it has gained: 
opportunity of effecting your Maje- 


| 1 lies fall; ſo the Goodneſs of a Prince is al- 
gays abuſed by his ungrateful Subjects and 


Wants ;and the good Prince will ſtill find him- 
f environ'd by Enemies, whilſt he fancies 
it ] is ſurrounded by his Guards; an Empire 
1 quired by Violence, ought to be confirmed 


al ſeverity ; Goodneſs and Indulgence ſhould 
et Be uſed in ones on Family, but not abroad, 


vs iecauſe it leads the Enemy to the Feet of the 
out WW yrant, not to adore, but kill him: many 


inces have loſt their Lives becauſe they 


Nerty would have guarded em from: Your 


Tyrant, tho? your Actions were not tyran- 
ical; becauſe you uſurped the Monar- 


erſon; and in our Opinion you ought not to 
Wave troubled your ſelf with ſo diftant a 
roſpect: For Goodneſs is not an Antidote 
Fall People; nor is it able to ſecure even 


gave offence to ſome, and to others 


chat North-Wind which is dangerous to 
il by. Tis an infection of that dangerous 
Nature, that it corrupts the moſt faithful Ser- 


_ Majeſty's 


45. 


ae exceſſively good, which dangers, Se» 
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jeſty for the Pains you took to ſerve your 
Country but your Country it ſelf... Where. 
fore we were not ſurpriz d at your Majeſties 
Reſolution, well knowing, that to throw a2. 
way ſo many Glorious Triumphs, to lay aſide 
thoſe thoughts of Empire which are Natural 
to great Men, and return to the Condition of 

a private Citizen, is a thing beyond the 
ſtrength of Human Nature. Having there. 
fore enter*d a moſt Glorious Monarch, cour. 
ted by the Tongues of many, and uſherd 
in by your own Merit; after you was poſſeſ. 
fed of the Liberty of your Country, you pay. 
ed your {elf thoſe Debts due to your Valour, 
which no Body but your ſelf could diſcharge W 
Me admired your Majeſties Noble Reſoluti-ſ 
Aim: on at the Rubicon, and praiſed your Courage 
Cxſar pa in the Action againſt Pompey ; who was hap - 
ſed when be pily overcome, before he had made his way MW; 
—— to the Empire: But above all things we e 
Rome. tolled your Majeſties Clemency to you: 
Country, whereby you gain'd her Affection: 

Your Intention was to be prais d becauſe i 
was juſt; but your Goodneſs was to be bl 
med becauſe it was exceſſive: As we ſhall 
let your Majeſty fee by this our Letter ſent Wi 
you as a Teſtimony of our continual Love lk: 
and Affection. To lay afide Ceremony, Your 
Government was Tyrannical, becauſe it was 
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Uſurp'd; taken out of the Hands of many, 
and lodg d inthe Power of one: and you was 
4 


Letters from APOLLO. 


Tyrant, tho? your Actions were not tyran- 
ical; becauſe you uſurped the Monar- 
Why by Force; immediately upon your ac- 
eſſion unto the Throne you became good 
ven to an exceſs; which was an excellent 
Wood way to ſettle the Monarchy on your 
Wamily, but not to confirm it in your own 


erſon; and in our Opinion you ought not to 
' Wave troubled your ſelf with ſo diftant a 


roſpect: For Goodneſs is not an Antidote 
ainſt Poyſon, a Bait that can catch the love 
Fal People; nor is it able to ſecure even 
he Affections of rhoſe whom it has gained: 
gave offence to ſome, and to others 
opportunity of effecting your Maje- 


1 7ays abuſed by his ungrateful Subjects and 


il by. *Tis an infection of that dangerous 
Nature, that it corrupts the moſt faithful Ser- 
Wants ;and the good Prince will ſtill find him- 
f environ'd by Enemies, whilſt he fancies 
Wc is ſurrounded by his Guards; an Empire 
guired by Violence, ought to be confirmed 


eauſe it leads the Enemy to the Feet of the 


inces have loſt their Lives becauſe they 
ne exceſſively good, which dangers, Se» 
erty would have guarded em from: Your 


es fall; fo the Goodneſs of a Prince is al- 


that North-Wind which is dangerous to 


_ Majeſty's 


45. 


y ſeverity ; Goodneſs and Indulgence ſhould 
We uſed in ones own Family, but not abread, 


rant, not to adore,” but kill him: many 


that, hen your Subjects 


Prins now alive, — 55 — 8 K 


ble of reading yp we 1 100 „ 


then till further e 


Letters from APOLLO! 


Majeſty's preſent affairs indeed pertnit youre: 
wer e of Rigour; becauſe aaa ale | 
open their Cates to you, out of Fear, left 
yourſtrength ſhonldhave forced em, but wil 
rehends danger from a lleeping Do giaks 1 
eeftual Care to prevent his Waking: Stat | 
therefore on y. 4 Guard, ' firmly "Hehe 1 
hall forget he 
fear, you ſhall. ceaſe to be Emperòur: " M 
pres: is not din is beloved and "Ty 
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1 6 XXVII. 


7 NDuintus Curtius. 


E is commahcled to ale al the Books, * | 
-— the L ih 6 baralters of Prince ol 
nvindeifous are the Books ae a 


r 1 } 
tell with ſeveral deſcriptions of 15 = 
tary Princes, not taken from any other 
Sem, but Idea or Fahcy ; that © to free thi 


Io 


ein; and rHeir Subj x by vl [s trol 


mediately to make 4 Collection of all B 
chat Nature which you can find; ant en 
or we are {at 


fiell that ſo many Deſcriptions ratl —Y col 


Letters frm APOLLO. 
bund, than enlighten the Mindsof Princes, 
and that it is a great blot in their Reputati 
Wood fo few Originals. _ 


LETTER XXVn. 
1. Lucrrtis a Roman Lady. | 


| 2 Me jeſty denys her admittance into Parnaſ- 
= ſus, 2 finds what Opinion the World has 
of her. 8 


HE News of your Reſolution to kill 
1 your amel ws excreamly, and 
aving heard great Variety of Opinions a- 
out it, we do not as yet think it convenient 
o grant you admiſſion into our Kingdom. 
Many who will not allow of ſuch ſpotleſs 
ral loneſty in Women, attirm, chat ſome other 
ue auſe drove you to that N Action, 
10 Others alledge it was madneſs, ſome fay it 
eee and aden char cya 
2 3 | 3 1 
+ But the Cheif Reaſon why we ſuſpends 
ur Admiſſioa, was becauſe we heard your 
se eliberation proceeded from Repentance, and 
 Wemorſe for what you bad done; for they 
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ky, if your Will d to 
ao Aaltery, you could not bave been. thought 


7 I 


47. 


d not conſented to the 


World about this matter, and be directed x i 


t is commmanied to let Hiſtorians know, til 


Dead, ſhall not be received into Parnaſſus, 


thoſe who Write the Lives of Princes 
not be tranſported by Flattery to make a Coll 


Letters from APOLLO. ; 


then your Chaſtity could never have bee 
calld in Queſtion, and your Death woullff 
have been more Honourable. Wherefore wil 
are reſolved to hear the Opinion of tt 


cordingly. 


LETTER XXVII. 
Jo Suetomus Tranquilus. 


the Lives of Princes Written before they «fic 
dl. 
A of an carneſt deſire of ſeeing ti © 
| moſt refined . Wits. flouriſh in tie 
World, that their Eleborate and pure Po. 
ductions may be plac d in Parnaſſus, and tio: 
me « 


by ” 


lection of Lyes, we command you, wi 
* | 5 ; | 


nd 
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wes of the twelve Caſars, to let all the 
Vriters, who would eternize their Names 
y deſcribing the Atchievements of great Ne 
des, know, that if they Write the Lives of 
rinces before they dye, their Books ſhall not 
received into Parnaſſus, but rejected as full 
'Y partial Flatterie; and they eſteemed 
ime ſervers, byaſs'd by the Pures; not 
Wichful Hiſtorians, moved by the Glory ot 
Weir Princes Actions. 


W 8 : oy He 
22 OD TG DIES . 


IL ET TER XXIX. 
To Socrates. 


i commanded to correct an Expreſſion in Pla- 


tos Republick concerning the Poets- 
| HE Glory which you enjoy in Parnaſſus, 

tas well on the account of your own Vir- 

e, as that of your Scholars, one whereof has 

us. tain'd the Title of Divine; gives us great ſa - Plato. 
faction, When we reflect, that we have now 

ti our Kingdom, Men who were ſo famous in 

n_tWe other World, who's lives have been corre- 

> Proondent totheir Writings; And tho? they are 

d tiWore praiſed at preſent than imitated, yet ſince 
mile daily ſee fo great changes in the World, we 

a ee they may one day come to be both read 

WW imitated ; Wherefore we have determined 


25 E to expunge 


1 
* 
„ 4 
. 
, 


N pF oe * „ 9 
As © >. * . 
Ab — — ” . 


— 2 
. Sen. 
— om — 
D 


0 
. — = * n * 
E * * + . F N . o | 
2 1 8 8 * r . i Fy — If . + C * +. 1 7, N * 8 awd N 93 COHEN” m — IT 
- a Mop B 2 8 ; 5 22 5 r — 1 r 1 . a 5 „ 
1 1 —_— * 4 3 . * 


1 4 
2 8 . N 2 
& Pe - : 7 
e 
a 1 — 
9 GS 
— pee — — 
* — . , 5 
wi PW "Fi Io. 
© 4. oo 4 


O P — EY * 2 5 * = - N MP 
2 1 n - * 
— N - = . ot D _ * , 1 2 1 4 0 
mY 5 — 2 — 7 1 > 2 8 4 q A a 8 ls — ok I of : 
OR. AT... b * 5 — r : Ma r —. | 
; a — * > a 8 . n aa ka, . * — r * *** * — — — Os 2 ' 
— 1 f = 8 ä — n „ IN — — 2 © . 9 „5 „ — © ES p . 
** * . a * ” 1 4 5 , 
* 8 : a} 2 Y 
: — — 0 * 5 6 EP 2 a : 
: K a has. a , TIP | 8 * 8 ons 
N 3 * - r 3 


tho never ſo great, may be filled and ſuffi 

ciently fitted out, but a Woman can neve 
be filled, or trimm'd up to ſuch a Degres 
that ſhe ſhall confeſs her ſelf ſatisfied. 


of Plato's Republick: Poet as e Republica ejicien Will 


Letters from APOLLO. 
expunge ſome things out of their Writin 
which if put in practice, might be of dange. 
rous conſequence. And we command 

ou for the benefit of this. prefent Age, to 
lot that Sentence concerning the Poets ou 


dos, ed quia venenum melle. conditum, 3c. Fo 
the Muſes have in all Ages been Loyal, ani 
the Queen of Exglaad has found a way ul 
make Poetry as Innocent as Diverting. iſ 


* 
4 


— 


r I34 2x 


He is commanded to expunge his compariſon l. # 
tween 4 Woman and 4 Ship. 0 


pariſons are always Odious, when 
deſigned for reproach ; and Fable wil 
cenſure when the Allufion is not juſt and evi 
act; And becauſe that of yours, between a Wo- 
man anda Ship is very remarkable, we com 
mand you to blot it out, as inconſiſtent witli e 
your meaning, and with Truth: For any Ship 
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Letters from A POLLO. 


"RK ETT ERC ORR. 
To the Senate of Athens, 


4 js Majeſty abſolves Amicleus tho) convicted 


of Sacrilegious Love. 


WI HE new and unaccountable Love of 
WH Aicleas, has for many days been the 
bjed of diſcourſe in Parnaſſus and even we 
r ſelves were aſtoniſhed at it. He was cer- 
Winly of a very amorous temper who could 


2} 


ſſionately love a Statue : and hi 8 min 4 0 + 7 5 


horridly impious, who durſt make himſelf 


el polluted the 


eve 
res 


3 T- 


ilcy of ſo execrable a Sacriledge, by leav- 
the filthy and obſcene marks of his a- 


minable Lewdneſs, in the Marble of the 
oddeſs. His Crime indeed deſerves a Severe 
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haſtiſement; But it would be a ſmall one 


tear that Sacrilegious heart out of his 


Feaſt, which could give way to ſo profane 


Love; Ir would be but a light Torment 
cut of thoſe 4 755 Hands, that have 

he Holy Temple, and defi- 
| the Divine, Image; and it would he but 


Haan ſatisfaction to Juſtice, to cut the Wretdti 


from the Number of the Livin ſince 


jath' is the laſt, and ſhorteſt Torment. 
: therefore' being concerned in the Sen- 


ce deſiring that the Puniſhment: ſhould 
E 2 be 
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be proportionable to the Guilt: that Men mari 
hereafter learn to pay a due veneration not on. 
ly to the Gods, but even to their Images, on 

mand you not to put Amicleus to Death; bu 
55 him the Statue of Venus, already pu 

an'd and unworthy of Adoration, with frei 
permiſſion to continue his Love, with 
hopes of Return; which will be the great 
puniſhment he can ſuffer in this World: fl 
there is no Matrydom can equal that of Lui 
ving paſſionately withont reciprocal Affen 
ion, or hope of being lov'd again. 1 


2 
1 


1 


„ Dae 


a EY —— — — 


a. 


LET TEX xx 
b Aclins Sejanus. 
His Ma jeſty anſwers one of e he compli 


of the Misfortunes he met with in the height | 
his Proſperity. 1 


—— 


— 8 


HE News of your Fall, was great bl 
not ſurprizing: for Grandure is alwaſ 
ſurrounded with deep Precipices, - and ti 

eight of Advancement is the forer 
ner of ſome ſudden turn of Fortune. We 
aſcend to Dignitys, by many Steps, Wil 
continual Sweat, and repeated Labour; b 
to deſcend requires one only Moment. Thi 
your Fall was not ſo prodigious, as Jo 
| Ri 
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e to the Throne of the greateſt Monarchy 
che World, to the Sear of the moſt ſaga- 

os and jealous Emperour of the Romans, 

the ſight of ſo many envious Competitors. 

Wu may boaſt that you have inchanted the 

|, that you have blinded the Mind of the 

dt diſcerning Politician that ever reignd; 

Fc exerciſed the imperial Authority for one 

ce Proudeſt Rulers of your ſamous Re- 
8 f blick, who was as Glorious as he was 

Moverful. Fortune joyn'd with your own 

Wit, Parts, and profound Judgement has al- 

ss accompanied you even in your moſt \ 

Wh Enterpriſes,and taught you to make every 

vp, ſave the laſt, which, could not be taught 

& by one who ſtood near the Crown, as 

did. For her to follow you any longer, 

Ws to no purpoſe; It was enough to 

lac fo far Satiated your Ambition, of a 

þ minion which knows no Limits but that 

re Sun: You had nothing left to do, but 

J vove a foot, or ſtretch out a Hand; But 

t ben fortune finds herſelf abus d, ſhe imme- 

IwaffÞecly takes her flight and returns no more; 

4 U retore Men ought to make a good uſeof her 

reruſfpefits and not {lip any happy Opportunities, 3 

Membring her uncertain Temper. And ſince oY 
vuß ved in an Age when power made an 

 biW'pation Lawful, when you only wanted 

litle to make you Emperour, you ſhould 

e nade the laſt Step and ſecured your- 


E 3 felf 
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(elf from falling ; becauſe 1t 18 an infallibl : 
Maxim, that 4 Subject who has riſen to a n 
digious height, muſt either ſo eſtabliſh bin 
there, that he cannoi- be thrown down, or fil 
immediately. 1 


— — * 
* ann th. * 


LETTER XXXII. 
To Solon. 


His Majeſty commands a Repeal of his Lan ii 
regulating the Athenians way of Livin, Wil 


E heard with extraordinary Pleaq 
of your Pious undertaking to wil 
Laws for the Republick of Athens, nor of 
we doubt but they will be ſtrictly obſer 
ſince the happineſs of the Conſtitution 
founded on *em; They muſt of Neceſſity il 
eure yon Eternal Honour, who have ta 
Men hereto live ſo well,by Rules which ln 
perpetuate the happineſs of the State. | 
your Laws in general deſerve applauſe: 
tho' they all tend to the Publick good, ip 
have no other end bur that of Honeſty; | 
we thought propper to defire you to ref 
one of em, vis. that for regulating the 
ples way of Living, whereby every Su 
ofthe Republick of Arhep: is obliged to preſ 
himſelf once every year before the M 


frat 
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ates, and give them an Account of his way 
Living, by what Income, what Trade, or 
Wnployment, he maintains himſelf; chat, if 
be found to hveuponanother Mans Goods, 
may be immediately condema'd to dye. 
W his moſt Sacred Law comprehends all 0- 
ers, contains an Abridgment of all the 
Jules of Juſtice; And without doubt the 
obſervance of this alone, would preſerve E- 
rnal Order in the Common-Wealth. But it 
uch fitter for Speculation than Practice; 
Yad many things, tho' juſt and Sacred, ſhould 
„ ſuperſeded, becauſe being difficult to be 
actiſed, rather imaginary than real, they 
eil ing more confuſion than Order into a State. 
un or as there is no man perfectly contented 
rich his own Condition, [Content being a 
er leſling only to be met with in Heaven] fo 


: ere is no Man who does not ſtrive to make 


. 4 
— 

8 

5 


ty felt great, without meaſuring the Degrees 
tau r the attainment of his deſires with the 
ompaſs of Juſtice: For the Nature of 
lan being prone to Evil, and attended with 
Wnumerable Paſſions, it cannot be confined 
thin the Limits of Honeſty, Amaſis King 
y;! Apt, who was the Inventer of this Law, 
perienced this Truth; and was forc'd to 
onteſs, that the covering of Neighbours 
os, never left Men but with their Life. 
prelt | ace therefore the penalty of your Law, 
ids too ſevere a puniſhment, we exhort and 
eee E 4 command 
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command you to repeal it: For were thil 
Law once put in Execution, were all Men 
to dye who have uſurped their Neighbour 
Goods, the World would quickly become: 
Deſert. 1 5 f 


LETTER XXXIV. 
To Jaleucus. 


His Majeſty deſires him to revoke his Orders, if 
bout the faſhion of Cloaths to be worn 
Virtuous Women that they may be diſtinguii 
ed ſrom Whores. ® 


_ 
I 
1 5 


Rinces are not oblig'd to know all thin 

8 becauſe they are Men; and often lM 
by the paſſions of their Miniſters, whoay 
ſometimes envious, ſometimes ignorant; all 
continually intereſs'd. For this reaſon we wel 
not offended at your Majeſties deſign to ha 
honeſt Women diſtinguiſhed from Whore 
which was a great Undertaking ; for 50 
Majeſty hnows how difficult it is to find a M 
man Virtuous. Beſides, this diſt inction whit 
requires honeſt Women to appear in publi 
without any Ornaments of Imbroider] 
Pearls, Gold, and Tours of Hair, cann 
"I 


| 


— 
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s(t long; for *tis well known Women are 
cn WM! over Pride and Vanity; that they conſume 
ul 


e half of their Time in dreſſing, and think 
ei below em to appear in publick till they are 


lajeſty, therefore, to revoke the Order which 
Wu have iſſued out; becauſe Princes ought 
Wt to make any Law without aſſurance that 
will be obſerved . Befides were it practi- 
ble to diſtinguiſh Whores from Virtuous 


„ the Virtuous, to ſee their Number ſo 
all. 


4 8 _ — 


S LETTER XXV. 
1 Aſtyages K. of the Medes. 
Ng 1 I M jeſty gives an Anſwer fo one of his, in 


| which he complains of Cyrus's Vſar pation of. 
note Ii Ringdom. e 


n | 


Jr you 
da ereceiv*d your Majeſties Letter, where: 


0 in you complain of your Nephew Cyrus 
publ4Wing of Perſia for hart g your Kingdom of 
% Twere unnecetlary to tell your Majeſty 
R that 


aded with Ornaments; which make em 
e leſſer part of themſelves. We deſire your 


omen, it would be too great a diſgrace 


—— 


47, 
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tho” the invaded was not able to defend 


the World is the ſame it has been in all Ages; 


has ſtrength anſwerableto'his Ambition, will 
thority can ſatisfie, is born with all Men, 


of ſubduing Inferiors, is difficult to _ in þ 


when he has once begun to taſt the pleaſut 


now become common to all Mankind, that i 
Sings are lawful to obtain an Empire, and 
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that the moſt powerful always prevail; For | 


But we ſhall remmd you, That he who 8 


not ſubmit to the Tribunal of Reaſon. The 
thirt of Empire, which no Power or Au. 


thrives moſt with Princes, and dies in the if 
Ambitious with precipitation. The deſi ji 


all Men, but impoffible to be extinguiſhed Bl 
in Prices; And he who can ſtrike terror 
with his Force, and thunder with his Sword, 


of Victory, never gives over the Gloriow 
Enterpriſe, till Death force him to reſig 
his word. For He who is ſtung with th: i 
Spurs of Glory and Ambition, who is 2 
cuſtomed to Triumphs, cannot content him. 
ſelf o lead an idle Life: That Poliq 
which was once peculiar to Monarchs, 


/ 


& 1 


expedient if profitable. We think w 
only depend upon ourſelves, as if Foro 
gave a juſt Title to the Proſſeſſion: And 


himſzli, yet the Uſurper hopes tie 
Strengh which was able to gain, wil 
maintain the poſſeſſion, not Fonſidering 
that this is abundantly the more 3 
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MW Undertaking of the two; for Covetuouſneſs 


which is a large tho? deceitful Looking-glaſs, 
always repreſents things in that View : Fancy 
and Caprice breed Pretenſions in Princes, 
when they are well gronnded on their Pow- 


er; and theſe occaſion frequent changes in Go- 


vern ent. Wherefore we deſire your Majeſty 
to be eaſy under this ſad Cataſtophe, conſide- 


I ring that if all Princes were condemned to 
W make reſtitution of the States they have uſur- 


p'd, they would be poorer than private Men. 


— 


0 "Ro „ 


LETTER XXXVI 
Jo Moarfiivs Ficimis. 


His Mijeſty commands him to correct an Ex- 


dicine. 


preſſion of his, concerning the Art of Me- 


S the Works and Labours of our con- 
ſpicuous Literati are extreamly dear 


to us, ſo we always take Care that they 


may be thro'ly purg'd and refin'd from 
thoſe Moles, that are accounted Moun- 
tains by the Envy and Malice of the 
Enemies to Virtue. Now tho' you have 
prov'd your ſelf a very Speculative Man, 
and your Works were by our Order plac'd 
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in the Delphick Library next to thoſe of Pla. 
to; Let at the firſt Glance we obſerved ſome. i 
thing, which we reſolved to give you noticæ 

of, by the next poſt, We were much dif. 

turb'd at that Expreſſion of yours, Ars Me. 
dicina, & divinitus accepta eſt, & divinit us exer. i 
cetur, Which we command you expreſsly to 
correct; for you are ſenſible what DeſtruQi. 
on many Phyſicians make among the Sick, 
whoſe aim is not Health but Profit: which 
makes Boys who want the neceſſary Stu- 
dies to qualiſie em for ſo important a Pro. 
feſſion, preſumptuouſly undertake the cue 

of Diſeaſes they know nothing of. Seeing 

therefore, what horrible abuſes are dai) 
committed in the Practice of Phyſick, and 
that a hundred Phyſicians are not able tl 
cure one Patient, whereas one Phyſician w 
formerly ſufficient for a hundred Patients; 
Our Will is that you immediately expung: ll 
the Divinitus exercetur: and beware for the r 
future that you do not ſuffer your ſelf to be 
ſo far tranſported by Paſſion, as to ſay thing 

which ought to be, but really are not. 


L E I. 


. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
To Marc Antony K. of 
ern. 


L Our Majeſty may imagine the News of 


75 0 
* F 
2 

>. 


| 
as the occaſion ' of no ſmall ſcandal in 
arnaſſus. What could be the Reaſon. 
at your Majeſty prefer'd a Beauty worn 
et by the injuries of Time, before the 


empire of the whole World? What could 
x {duce you to abandon ſo noble a 
: epter, and dote on a Boſom defild with 
4 uſt, Deceitful Lips, and two inchanting 
yes? Your Flight was ſo extraordinary 
Wat ſhould Archilochus, Alceus, Steſi- 
Worus, and others, who felt the Stin 
Love, endeavour to render it excuſable, 
would be to no purpoſe: For Ce- 
I., Leonidas, Themiſtocles, Xerxes, and 
Alexander 
| 


62 


falling, and having reſign'd your Life to the F 


. "4 8 
unfortunate Example, That a Mind drownd BE. 


That he whoſe. Breaſt is not proof agaiali 


Glance and is, ſubject to a Woman's bei 
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Alexander having already given Judgment 
againſt you, obſtinately refuſe to admit your 
Majeſty into their ſociety. Tis madneß 
to go to War with a Wounded Heart; and i 
Weakneſs to let a Woman's Eyes give the 
Wound : nor is it lefs the Effect of Folly to 
be bewitched with wanton Careſses and | 
Allurements. Your Majeſty might ima. 

| 
| 
] 


gine, that Suffering your ſelf to be led by: 
thing which was blind, you could not avoid 


Slippery Faith of a Woman, 'twas impoſſ. 
ble you could Preſerve it. IL am ſorry you 
Majeſty ſhould, have taught others, by you" 
in Luxury cannot conceive any, thing bu 
Terrours; That a Heart bewitched with t. 
Charms of a Beauty as vain as wonderful 
cannot retain much of a Warlike Spiri; 


the Power of Venus, cannot defend him 
ſelf againſt the Thunder-boks of Haun 
That he who is mortally. wounded by 


is unworthy to command a Kingdom 
That he who has reſigned the Lib 
ty. of his Will to the power of a a 
Idol, is not fit to give directions to other 
That he who dallies in a Woman's Arn 
and ſuffers himſelf to be dazled with IF 
counterfeit Rays, is near a Precipice tho ; 
Cano 


4 
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Wnt ſee his Ruin, and having loſt his 
Wudgment knows not how to govern himſelf, 
uch leſs a Kingdom; That ſoft Affection 
rrupts a Manly Heart; And that Effemi- 
Nite Men are not able to ſuſtain the light 
orden of Ordinary Buſineſs, much leſs 
I le Weighty load of 4. vaſt Monarchy. 
hat to be in love is a ſign, of madneſs, to 
rich a great Man ſhould never be liable; 
a laſtly: That he who has lifted himſelf 
the Rank of Lovers, is unworthy to be 
koned in the Number of Kings. 

i muſt own your Majeſty being only diſ- 


7 


| 
2 


Weuiſhed from other Men, by your Dignity, 


| OY FO 


Ss liable to allthoſe Paſſions that prevail aver 
3 frailty of Human Nature, That the ſhafts 
ove, make no diſtinct ion, and that perfect 
Wauty, having ſomething Divine in it, has 
ind of Omnipotent Power. But yet ſince the 
nds of great Men ought to meditate on 
gs proportionable to their Grandure, and 
et on the fatal conſequences of Luft, they 


Eg ht to ſubdue their Inclinations or rather 
rn 'em as unworthy of their Quality. 

20k L our Majeſty might very well have loved 
ur charming Cleopatra; but then you 
ould have done it at at a proper time, re- 
fal@mbring that the battels of Love ſuit not 
ese with thoſe of Mars; And tho you could 
ua torbear loving her in the time of War, you 
behebt have ſuſpended your affection for a 
L = - While 
5 
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while ; for by loving her to that exceſs, you ran 
the hazard of loſing her quite, and by ſet. 


[4 
o 
oo 


27 


8 
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tling with her you declared your ſelf over. 
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come, before you fought. For the Moment 


1 


1 
N 
W 

wy; 4 F 


E ſaw your Majeſty chain d in a Mi. 
ſtreſſe's Arms, he aſſured himſelf of Victory: no 
was his Judgment Raſh, ſince it was not po 
bable, that he who ſuffer*d himſelf to be van 
quiſh'd by a Woman, ſhould be able tool 
poſe a formidable Army. In fine, you took 
fooliſh reſolution to deſert the Empire oi 
the World for a Woman; Wherefore all th 
Heroes of our Kingdom are juſtly offend 
at you, and refuſe to receive your Majel 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 
To Aldus Manutius. 95 


1 He is order'd by his Ma jeſty to fix a ſaying of 


ting- Hoſes. 


E are ſo well pleaſed with your dili- 
1 gence, in correcting as well the old 
New Books, that ſeeing your Inclination to 


1 
avour to purge the Libraries of uſeleſs 


1 f 
= 


Rooks, which ſerve only to make up the 


Wat ſome Ambitious Perſons may take war- 
ps, who inſtead of advancing themſelves 
the Rank of Virtuoſi, only render their 
Woorance more conſpicuous ; we expresſly 


124 
— 


ros oportet eſſe Theſauros, non Libros, 


LET. 


bDomitius Piſo on the Doors of all the Prin- 


fp good to the World, we have thought fit to 
nour you with our Command, that you en- 


umber: And that the Heat of Covetous 


pmmand you to fix this Saying of Domitins 
% ͤ on the Doors of all Printing-Houſes: 
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LETTER XXXIX 


To Paimiſtays, when Elected Duke W 


of Bohemia. 


His Majeſty gives lim advice how to behave bin | | 


| ſelf in his new Government. 


TN Gratitude to the good Deportment WW 
— which you ſhew'd in your private 8tz 
Primifaus tion, we hade thought fit to write you this pr. 


became 


Due of ſent Letter of Advice; hoping that you vil 
Bohemia ſo well practice the Inſtructions therein con. 


by warry- 


in | | | 2 
5 Libuc. tain d, that your Managment may anfwa Bi 
fa Dugb the Expectation of the People, who havecho- Bll 
te e ſen you for their Duke. Your ſtep fron 


laft Duke: 


be reigned the Plough to a Throne was great, bu 
d v0 

Anf the and therefore we hope as your Acceſſion toi 
Tear 676 was regular, ſo your Government will be 
moderate. For which purpoſe we ſhl 

give you the following Advice. In the fi 

place, then you ought to remember, that be 

ing elected Prince from amongſt the Boors, 0 


44 Tears nat violent, becauſe your Merit fais 
ana aye 


great a diſtance from the Throne, You wi 
thought more worthy than your Neighbours; 
and therefore Dignity ſuiting beſt with you, 
you ought to ſer it off with the greater Lu- 


ter. Conſider that you are oblig'd on ſero 
n 
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i Accounts, to demean your ſelf as a Prince: 
ch as you have been eſteem d: for o- 
berwiſe you may give occaſion for the 
WF cople to take Prejudices againſt Private 
ten, both of the preſent and future Age, 
by your unjuſt Actions you ſhould give 
Im Reaſon to think, that Men advanced 
rom a Private Condition to Soveraign 
WDigniry for their Merits, do not retain the 
Wcmory of thoſe Motives, which ſhould 
lige em to govern with Moderation. 
berefore feeing you have thus aſcended 
ſo great a Height, you ought to ſecure 


or ſelf, not by Violence but Severity, be- 


uſe that Clemency which would be requi- 
e in another, would prove prejudicial to 
. hl chey who fee you poſſeſs the 
ace which they eagerly aim'd at, will be- 

= themſelves to conſpire againſt you, 
ben they can find the leaſt pretence for it. 
ink, that as you are in the higheſt Degree, 
you are moſt Conſpicuous ; that the Eyes 
all your Subjects are upon you, who are 
come their Sun; and believe that as your 
ions are the moſt viſible, ſo ſhall they be 
Poſt obſerv'd and criticizd upon: Conſider 
Pat you are ſurrounded by many, among 
Thom you cannot diſtinguiſh your Flatte- 
rs from your Friends, nor Traytors from 
uthiul Subjects, becauſe they who defign 
P betray you, will firſt begin to adore you. 
F 2 Where 


67 


68 


"be 


out again; and be ſure you never ſhut you 
Eyes. But above all things, you ought vi 
believe, (tho it were not ſo) that theſe Infer,l 


ours, who were not long ago your Comp. 


5 


titors, have not, nor can have a great 
Stop and Obſtacle to their Riſe than youll 
Tis your Duty therefore to examine (tri. 
ly into their Actions, and penetrate iu 
their Thoughts, which ſwelling bigger thu 
their Bodies, cannot be contained wit 
their Heads; and when you ever find 'nj 
to exceed the Bounds of Modeſty, be fu 


to Root em out; yet ſo inſenſibly, that «i 


Stroak may not terrify nor excite Renſ. 
ment in their Neighbours, who will rejozop 

to ſee themſelves rid of one Competitr . 
But if you fear to break the Link, ( ; 
Subje&s reſemble a Chain) the inf 
lible Expedient will be, to exalt the neil, 
to that Dignity, from which it is your I: 
tereſt to dejec the firſt. But when you ce. 
borrow the leaſt Pretext from Juſtice, a! 
promote your own Intereſt under pretenſe: 
of ſerving the publick, act boldly ; and in ti ill 
mean time keep your Ears always open, not 1 


hear the Noiſe but the Eccho of it. Neva: 
rely entirely upon Love; for it is not a {ecu 
Balis for a Prince, who may be aſſured tin: 
he is envyed : nor yet labour to draw Ra 3 


Letters from APOLLO. 


© Ze 
7 


2 


F 


Wiſcover your Intentions, but keep your Sons 
nd Relations at a Diſtance from the moſt 
ninent Honours, cauſing them to let the 
oople ſee their Merits in their good Service 
WD the Republick, and make em attend 
ichout Reward, that their Deſerts may be 
e better pay'd hereafrer. Receive Stran- 
rs kindly, but do not keep them about yqu; 


e Government, even before you have ex- 
"ined into them: and if the Criminals 
ed Dclinquents are of a conſiderable Qua- 
6 Wy) leave them not the Power to commit 
üg econd Fault, or think on Revenge for the 
niſhment of the firſt. Be not induced to 
ugange the Puniſhment of Death into Baniſh- 
ent, becauſe Birds of Prey being ſet at Liber- 
a0 loſe not their cruel N ature, nor ever bid a- 


* 


cool euto Inſtin& ; and they will find thoſe who 
auß in put them upon new Enterprizes in hopes 
ot ſhare with *em inthe Prey. If your Sub- 
evo gs do you great Services, do not forget to 
cu ward 'em gradually, that they may nar 
" Wpcq more than they have deſerved, Love 


F 3 the 


at 


upob 


gniſn hainous Offences committed againſt 


69 


pon you, tho you ſee it attended with 
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the Virtuoſi, but do not employ them in Stato 
hats k bad 
ir been for Affairs. In fine, govern your ſelf kr of | 
the F d to the Junctures and change of Times, ak | 2 
of Poland, WA 8 Lager the Eſteem of Peers; for nM 
read and elective Governments, it is great Prudene Wl 
praiſes to behave your ſelf as if you were in fore 


ths Let» 
_ meaſure a Dependant. 


ter. 


LETTER XL 
To Honnius. 


* u. jeſty commands him to explain that vl 
ng of his, Omnis Mulier, amat mol 


Vie, c. 
W E diſapprove of writing Dubiouj 
as much as writing Obſcurely, 
being a Style more proper for Oracles ti 
— Tho' Language ſhould be lofty, uf 
ſhould not rife ſo high as to invade on 
Sphere; it ought to be pure not tumid 
bombaſtick, being deſigned for Inſtrul 
not to puzzle and fatigue the Reader: 
deed we have given a toleration to Tac 
becauſe he is a great Politician, and the 
fore made it his Bufinefs Ae ng 
ly: for it was our Deſign, 
olkicks ſhould not bo underfigad by FE b 
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| Liters fron APOLLO. * 
WW; cad them. Whierefore, earneſtly deſiring, that 
be Writifgs of all our Votaries may be 
Lear, intelligible and bf uſe; cliat Conimen- 
ators may not have an Opportunity of miſ- 
ending their time; and cauſitig Authiors to 
ek what they never meant; We corn. 
band you to explain your Expreſſion, Om#t 
War ama mags Viro, becauſe many de- 
ates have alle in Purnaſſus about it; ſome 

Wontcnding that ſhe loves Veticteal Pleaſures, 

Wore than Man; whilſt others affirm that 
hc loves Money more than he: But indeed 
ey all agree in this, that ſhe cannot love 
ore than Man for Aﬀettion's fake, 
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Ws Majefy comments his Generoity for gboing 
= /enrence in Favonrs of P. Scipio Afficanus 
his Enemy, &c. | 


* E know that humane Naturè has not 

a ſharper Spur than the deſire of Re- 
enge and therefore to forget it, is one of the 
noſt generous Actions of the Mind. We were 
bu errreamly pleaſed with the Sentence which 


F 4 you 
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you paſs'd in favour of P. Scipio Africanu; 
your Enemy; whereas Revenge might have 
inclin'd you to Ruin him. But you knew that 
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was no proper time, that the Opportunity 


0 
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was not fit for your Deſign ; conſidering, 
that a great Soul ought not to take Reveng: ll 
upon his Enemies, but when they ſtand uy 
on equal Ground with him, not when Fortux | 
offers an Occaſion; eſpecially if it interfer | 
with the publick Intereſt of his Country. Fu 
rivate Enmities ought not to be preferr'd bt 
ore the ſervice of the Republick ; upon wa 
ſcore we have highly prais'd Them. 
cles and Ariſtides thoſe two inveterate 1 
nemies, who when they were ſent joynt E 
baſſadors by their Republick to a certain G 
vernment ; that their private Enmities mi 
not prejudice the Commonwealth, lil 
their Malice behind em, on the confines oft 1 1 
Athenian Territories, proteſting they wolllſ 
reaſſume it at there Return. For which 90 
ſon we likewiſe praiſe your ſuſpending ya 
Anger, when you might have oppreſs d yuh. 
Enemy, For you did wiſely to conſider, tu 
all Misfortunes which have befallen the pu 
lick, have taken their firſt riſe from priv 
Diſcords. R 
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1E T TER Ml.. 
Jo Tiberius the Emperour. 


is Majeſty reproves him for having put a Poet 
% Death, at the requeſt of Sejanus whom he had 
= Sajriz'd £ 


o great Men cloak their Pafſions 
3 with Specious pretences ; yet truth 


19 Which may eaſily be ſmother'd for 
me time, but not buried) brings their 


octice to licht; which is ſo much the 
[ore ſcandalous, being done by thoſe Per- 
as, whoſe Duty it is to puniſh it in o- 
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i Y gers. A moſt extraordinary Aſſembly being 
a eld ia our Court, by M. Furius, T. Lucre- 
- rs, Menander, Philemon, Aratus, Catullas, 
Fn ad ſome others of our well beloved 
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ERS 4. 


Wocts, it moved our Curioſity to enquire, the 


. Paaſion of the Tumult; and being inform d 
air, we reſolv d to reprimand your Majeſty 


ö 

r permitting Sejanas to put a Poet to Death, 
iT ho had made a little free with his Character, 
buon pretence that he had done Agamemnon an 


va ojury > and therefore offended againſt the 


1 
3 


Felpect due to Princes. Great is the misfortune 

f the Virtuoſi, who live at Courts, but much 

eeater is that of Princes, who never think 

er ſelves faithfully ſerved but when they are 
{Wiiter'd; an old and incurable Diſtemper: | 


7 T In 
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reeable than that of 1 
2 Enemies do us not ſo mucl 


fubverted, becauſe Princes run 


ge or Honeſty to forewarn 'ai 


1 Letters from A PO LLO, 
ted to the Action, whereas yoti ought to 
Have rewarded and efteemed him as your 
eareſt Friend; and the father, beeauſe the 
Weproof was not Impudent, but Equivo- 
al ind Modeſt. It a guilty Conſeience 
rade the Interpretation too Rigorous, there 
as the more occdfion for an amendment. and 
ot the Deſtruction of the Monitor. If the 
eſign was to have Buried all occaſions 
fr Diſaſt with him, it was a very fooliſh 
ne; becauſe the World beholds the Acti- 
as of Princes, and cannot judge of them 
Wtherwiſe than they appear to Be. To er. 
eavour to imprint Notions contrary to Senſe 
Ind Reaſon in the Minds of Men, were as 
ain as 10 think their Mouths might be ſtop. 
ed by Threatsafter they have been provoked 
open 'em: He who would have the Living 
raiſe him, and leave a good Name to PG. 
eri, ouglit to procure it by Merits, and 
t Artifice and Diffimulatioh : He who 
ters himſelf that he cart do it, Acts con- 
in ary to Senſe; for tho Threats may for a time 
n{gtopthe Mouths of the injur'd; yet they can- 
ot take away the Memor ill Actions, 
lich being huſhed up whilſt the Tyrant 
Lives, loſe no addition in his Annals after 
is Death: And the? they dare not appear 
in Print during his Life, yet whilſt they are 
whiſpered, they equally Wound his Honour ; - 
for it is much the fame thing whether they 
pals 
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paſs'thro' Peo) 
Let us there 
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LETTER XLII. 4 
To Wenecrates a Phyſician of 7 


. eſty tolerates his Ambition becauſe i 1 
crates Was of great Uſe to Mankind, &c. 4 
1 7 HEN we were informed of yori 
Farber f WV Pride in curing all thoſe withouÞ 
Alexani®t Fees, who call you great Jupiter, conſiderin|l 
He liredte that it is Prejudicial to no body but yo 
: 2 ſelf, _ l 2 y e ar Ma —_ * * | ; 
- ze deren Were not in the leaſt offended at it; but pit 
[ofa ; ing the common Defect of human W 
— * ture, reſolved to exhort you by this Li 5 
King Phi- ter, to continue this Practice ſo profitabł 
lip ,. to the World, without any other Tnterck 
2b Phil. but that of Glory: for it is a great Scarf 
lip rew- dal to our moſt Noble Art, that it ſhoull 
ate e not only be abuſed by the Ignorant, but re 
good Senſe; dr el 
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1 Letters from APOLLO. 
ed pitifully mercenary, which has cauſed 


WS to be deſpiſed by the World, and lifted in 
he number of the moſt Mechanick and vile 
rofeſſions. 


—— — 


= LETTER XIV. 

A 7 Mercurius Tril megiſtus. 

. j 15 commands him, to take «a Note of 
4 


V thoſe who pretend to vomit Books, inſtead 
= of compoſing em, &c. 


* "2 


5 
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* 
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3 

E 


Fl } Nderſtanding that there are ſome Li- 
| terati ſo wondrous quick witted, that 


u ey pretend to write Books fo fait, that one 
u ould think they vomited 'em, rather 
2 Note of their Names; for we deſign to 
uke uſe of em at his Grace George Dake 
mM Backingham's publick Entry into Parnaſſus, 
Neo is applauded for the Mecænas of his Age; 

{WEcauſe we have given leave to all the Shop- 
Fepers to ſet up their Stalls in Parnaſſas at 
Wat Solemnity, and ſtay here eight days: 
at theſe Preparations therefore may be an- 
Perable to others made by our Library-kee- 
er and all the reſt of the Virtuoſi, we deſire 
eſe nimble Gentle Men to vomit a great 


Quantity 


3 
I 


1 


nan compoſed em, we command you to take 
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Quantity of Books go adorn the %4id Stalk BY 
Wich; for they will never have ſuch an Oy. W 


portunity of putting off their wares to ad. 


vantage, as then: for his Grace and all his 
Attendants are paſſionate Admires of any al 
thing ſo extraordinary in its kind. = 


5 
7 


TLD 
7 Alexander K, of Macedonia 
His Majeſty deſires him to conceal from Pris 2 


4%, the be reſer's nothing for Ninſey MA 
Hope, after the Death of bis Father. 


E write to your Majeſty in gruß. 
Haſt, heing excited by zeal for tix 
publick good of Princes, on whom the Wor 
depends. We were mightily pleaſed to bear 
that the Death of PH, your Father, tu 
ſudden and . was bleſt with the 

memory of leaving ſo worthy a Son yo 

his Throne: but we were highly diſpleaſe 
that your Majeſt fiche your Fathe!) 
Inheritance, made large diſtributions of | 
profeſſing you would reſerve nothing for you 
ſelf but Hope. Your Majeſty relying up 
the aſſurance of your own Noble Minh 


could not have ſaid a more generous chin 
4 0p : 
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1 or at the ſame time any thing more prejudi- 


i to Princes: wheretore we hereby defire 
uu to conceal your Reſolution from the pub- 
ck; for there is nor a Prince in the Univerſe 
t your Majeſty, that dare venture to de- 
iſe his hereditary Dominions, in hopes of 
Hurping his Neighbour's: for it were too rath 
a fooliſh a Maxim, to quit a preſent Poſfef- 
n, to live on Hope; an airy Diet, which 
have condemn'd Courtiers to feed on. 
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LETTER XV. 
Ta Hobbes, 
3 f Majeſty commands him to enquire of thoſe | 


% have added to the number of the World's 
Vonders, what is truly the Eighth ? 


el He Compokitions of ſome writers which I the 0ri- 
ve have ſeen, and immediately licen 9 
have made us curious to know what was 
A ntain'd in *em. Sometimes in an Elogy, an 
alt Wicaph, a Ballade, or a Panegyrick, ſtuffed 
her\iWth groſs Flattery, we have to our great 
of 1\Moniſhment obſerv*d, that the number of 
youu: World's Wonders are daily increaſed, with 
up addition of ſtrange Atchievements never 
wrated, and hardly heard of in Parnaſſus. 
We 


30 


you writ the Wonders of the Peak. M. 
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ſuch extraordinary Folly; but on the othæ 
Hand we were mightily ſatisfied to find thy 
theſe Flatterers have not yet exceeded te 
number of Eight; tho they are not agrei 
amongſt themſelves what it is that deſerv; | 
that Title, each applying it to the Territom 
or Perſon of his Patron, as you did wha 


command you therefore to enquire what tłʒ 


eighth Wonder really is; for we belir 
it to be this, that 


rtial writers are ul 
8 | 
3 
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I the Scepter after the Thirty Dukes. 
ier the bloody Troubles of langui- 
la have taken breath, and poſſeſſed a 


ry Dukes, who were to bear equal ſway 
rr her: But ſince the Scepter has fallen 
= your Majeſties hands, we Reſolv'd to 
e our Opinion about your Acceptance of 
Crown. Without all doubt, a Govern- 
rt made up of a certain Number cannot be 
re, becauſe of the Variety of their Hu- 


= 
p 


1 5 if h are often {wayed by Ambition; & 
ick, it may very eaſily be diſſolved and 


rs, and the Unconſtancy of their Thoughts, 


having the eftabliſhed Form of a Re- 


Ir 


des not commend his Majeſties accepting of | 


1 ſuppoſe 
hought ſhe might — 
e might me 
ſhing Ita, we thought | age orb 
11 | of Hugh 
able Peace, under the Government of za f 
Provence 
made Xing 
of Italy 


An. 932. 


rated. For this cauſe, many to ſe- 


Je the Government have divided it, and 


{other Nation except 1aly this Maxim is 
gi Þle; but there it is unpracticable: be- 
ee the Inhabitants are of fo very different 
mpers and Inclinations, that tis impoſ- 

da — 


e thereby loſt their own ſhare. In eve- 
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ſible they ſhould ſubmit to the Governmeſ 
of one ſole Prince. Therefore to ſecure yu 
Poſſeſſion, we would have Advis'd J 

Majeſty, inſtead of taking the Crown, 
have encreas'd the Number of Dukes; 
Italy is of a contrary Temper to all owe 
Nations, that boldly aſſert their Rig 
and Properties, and therefore mult wn 
be Govern'd as they are, ſince ſhe bo 
that ſhe has no property, and is not 
Italian. = 
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LETTER XLII. 
To Aulomus. 


Hu Majeſty comforts him when out of F. Fr 'Y 
with Gratian the Emperour. * 


— — 
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7 2s 


Auſonius NE of our grea teſt Afflictions 1s, t 9 

3 our well beloved Literati, enjoy A 

jan | * 44 | 1 

the Empe- the reward of their honourable Labours, vl 

ror who are forc'd to wander like Vagabonds 0 

made him Pilori ſecy 0 Ae 

Conſul an. Pilgrims, perſecuted by Fortune, and e 
no. 375. ſometimes by thoſe very Princes who are 

blig'd to protect em. *Tis true, Vim 

brings a reward along with it, and an et 

nal Recompence is its due; yet it is a g 

ſhame, that it ſhould not be known in hi 

who poſſeſſes it, but is rather deſpis'd, q 

| | | t l 
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at there ſhould not be a Virtuqſo without the 
pithet of Por. | 
But the Ignorant and Vicious being thegrea- 
r Number, trample onthe Literat: and Vir- 
„% who are but few. And for this Reaſon, 
ey ought not to build their Hopes on the 
Wcafuresof this World, much leſs on the Fa- 
ur of Princes, becauſe there are no more 
anders, no more Auguſtus s now. Plato 
l into Diſgrace with Diomſius, Paſſidonius 
ich Pompey, Phronto with Marcus Antonius, 


.us with Theodor ; and others with 
cr Princes: Be Comforted therefore, con- 
eering that the true reward of the Literati 


= 75 
that Fame, which makes 'em ſurvive the 
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Svc. And think nor of obtaining Gran- 
| ® re in the World by Virtue only; aſſuring 
or ſelf, if you want Induſtry which 
W- -:4 . a 
cores the Conveniencies of Life, for all 
1 11 ir Virtue and Learnin g, you may ſtary E 
| Hunger, | 
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To Peoptolemus. 


His Ma jeſty commands him not to ſpeak fo fret ; 
with Philip King of Macedonia, Goc. 


HE Virtuoſi never us'd to make i Wi 
their choice to be at the Courts d 
Princes, for fear they ihouldi be obligd Bl 
in their own defence to grow Vicious there; i 
where even Favours are prejudicial, for thy WF 
only ſerve to take them off from their 8 
dies; but it is inſufferable Folly for a Ma 
to go thither who knows not how to Flatte. 
Having therefore an eſteem for your Ing 
nuity, we adviſe you, either to take yo 
leave of Philip's Court, or to live more u. h 
ſerv'd there; for Virtue is not to be practi 
among Courtiers. Conſider that they git 
no Credit to poor Men, much leſs to Port Bil 
Tis true, you have to do with a Princed 

reat Endowments, and extraordinary Ii 
ence. Yet you ought to remember tin 

Authority begets Caprice, and makes ſul 
den Alterations. You mult not pretend '0 
inſtru& Princes, for Subjects ought to be 
lieve their King is ignorant of nothing, It 
has occaſion to know. Therefore for the Fl 
ure, do not take ſto much Liberty of 1 
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to your Sovereign, remembring that many 
cCourtiers might have liv'd longer, if they 


5 


. qf ' 
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LET TEE 
To Timon the Athewian. 


L 15ſt commands him not to love Alcibi- 
A ades ſo openly, &c. 


N 


to Alcibiades, a Beautirul Youth, we 
W ought fit to admoniſh you about it by 
Whis Letter, leſt you ſhould forfeit the good 
Ppinion the World has of your honeſt and 
'Excmpiary Life. Tis true, you are in a 


Wore obſervable in you, who have acquir'd 
e Title of Philoſopher, it may prove very 
rejudicial to you. We know there is no 
aw to be made for Lovers, and to oppoſe 
Pr he Power of that little Deity were in vaio. 
tag lowever Men of Prudence ought to mode- 
ſub gte the heats and extravagancies of Nature, by 


1d he bridle of Honeſty and Reputation, whi 
0 " ho they are impetuous laſt not long, and 
v. ht 


onſequently after a ſhort Battel, there will 
"luc an eternal Victory. Nor would I have 


83 you 


Aving heard of your exceſſive Love 


Place where a Love of that Nature is nei- 
her New nor Scandalous; however it being 


85 
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you endeavour to cover the exceſs of your 
Love with the Cloak of Purity: Becauſe ll 
the World knows, whilft the Mind is op. 
preſsd with this weighty lump of Fleſh, ſo Il 

long as it lodges in the Body, it cannot Love Bll 
Objects obvious to Senſe, in any other way Wl 
but Carnally : It being impoſſible to abſtrad Jl 
*em from each other, and Love 'em diſtincty. 
Correct theſe Exceſſes therefore for the future, Bl 
conſidering the Reputation of all your Neigh. Wl 
bours lies no leſs at ſtake than your own; 
leaſt that faying ſhould yet gain more Cre Wl 
dit in the World; That the Literati are « 
fall of Vices as of Precepts: And that tha 
exclaim againſt thoſe Sins which they cont. Wl 
nually practiſe themſelves. 41 


oo ne Ca 
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LETTER Ms 
Jo Princes, 


His Majeſty deſires them to Recompence the I. 
bours of ſome Preaching Druides. 


S Sermons are neceſſary to inſtru tit 
N People, and keep them conſtant in the 
Faith which they have once imbib'd, ſo the 
are of Infinite uſe to Princes, / ſince they pie 
vent the growth of Novelties and Innovation 
For which Reaſons we thought fit to ** 
5 
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end theſe zealous and affect ionate Pieach- 
sto your Care, who daily Labour in their 
Walling: For great Rewards are due to em, 
s well for the good they do your Subjects, 
your ſelves; as well for their Laborious 
ilcourſes, Arguments and Concluſions, as 
r their perſwading others to that which they 
ont believe themſelves. 


il LETTER Ell 
"To Arcelilans. 


VE © order h bis Majeſty to change that Er- 
| 1 | prelſion of his, Paupertas eſt V irtutis Gym- 
= naſim. 


HE Sentences of our Literati have al- Arcefilans 
3 ways been dear to us; and tho' they 5 Learned 
1 8 | ator, Pu- 
oe not prattis'd 'em themſelves, yet they pil wo The- 
Ne very uſeful to Poſterity, for it imports ophraſtus. 
Lr how little they have been practis'd 
Ince they are Written: Tho? it had been 
uch better for the Credit of the Authors 
} the hat they had Practis'd 'em more, if they 
uch dad Writ leſs. But we would not have Wits 
the nvent Sentences Diametrically oppoſite to 
pre gde practice of the World. Deſiring there- 
jo ore, that Writers who take upon them 


come deſcribe the Vices of the World, may 
end — ſerve 


: 
"2 
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ſerve more for Uſe than Wonder, we com.! 
mand you to change that ſaying, Pauper;, fl 
eſt virtutis Gymnaſium, into this which wou 
be more proper, Virtus eſt P aupertatis Gm. 
naſium; for it is much eaſier for a Yirrwhi 
to grow poor, than for a poor Man to b 
come a Virtuoſo. 4 


**«„ —_——__OlwT. 


LETTER 1G 
To 3aieucus King of Locris 


He is deſir d to repeal a Law made avant 2 
5 Adultery. = 


He mad 1 
Foo Br F all the News which we receive, th 


gainft 4- which brings us an Account of golf 
_— z;, done to the World, is the moſt acceptabe 
Son fit This Morning we had Intelligence of tk 
pak 1 Law your Majefty has made againſt Ad 
out fre rerers, which, tao? it concerns the publ. 
bi- xjes, Good, yet it is not conformable to the Wi 
On ceived Opinion; wherefore we thought it 
10 ranſem to Write to you to deſire your Maj 
bis Son. ould conſider better of it. Laws are tiff 
bridles which are deſign'd to moderate ti 
Extravagancies of Men, and ſet inevitab 
Preapices for their Boundaries. They 
Links which make up that Chain, wi 7 


9 - N Y - * 
* 
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Folds all things in the World together; for it 
certain that the greateſt part of Men re- 
lain themſelves from doing ill, purely for fear 
e Puniſhment. Should a Prince therefore 


ad to this Chain one Link of brittle Metal, 


could without all doubt ſee order intirely 
BB onfounded, which is his Guard, and be the 


eds. It is therefore expedient for him 
no makes a Law, firſt to conſider if it be 
durable, as he deſires it ſhould be uſeful: 


$f the moſt fatal Errors a Prince can be 


Wo ſuffer Criminals to eſcape Puniſhment af- 
r the Offence committed, and therefore tis 
@nuch better not to make a Law, than to 
bol fer it to be inſolently tranſgreſsd, and 
bee it looſe its force. Your Majeſty has pro- 
ta ound a Puniſhment againſt Adulterers, 
fa ithout conſidering the Conſequences of it: 
bien the World knows Adultery is not the 
e Ereateſt of Carnal Tranſgreſſions; and that 
u ought ſometimes to be wink'd at, as the 
alMEſer Evil. Princes ſhould never meddle 
erich affairs that only belong to Subjects, 
e nd do not in the leaſt interfere with their 
cal rerogative; provided that they be not at- 

ended with ſuch enormous Circumſtances 
yhid may change their Species, and intirely 
1100 _ ſubvert 


. negle& another till it was broken, he 


rt that ſuffers by it, tho the laſt that feels its 


r it is agreed on by all hands, that one 


WWuilty of in the Opinion of his Subjects, is 


39 


7 
. 
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it more convenient not to obſerve Opinion 
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ſubvert Order. Becauſe Things which can 
not be hinder*d, ought not to be forbidden, 


When ſuch Prohibitions engage the Prince, 


Honour and Reputation, who do's him ff 


an Injury by it in Affairs of greater Momen, 


whilſt he is too curious in the Governmenta 
private Men, which is not the way to pr. 
ſerve good Order in the Common WealtM 
Women ought to be left at Liberty, or af 
leaſt wink'd at, Experience teaching u 
that 'tis labour loſt ro reſtrain em: Full 
when the Bridle of Honour is not ſuf. 
ent to keep them in, they cannot be chedi 


or tam d with any other Bit. This Conti 


begun by Nature and carry'd on by Inſtio 
is impoſſible to be ſtop'd, eſpecially if it WAP! 
accompanied with the Will. That famoui: 
Roman Lady, who kilPd her ſelf either or 


3 


of Remorſe or Fear, has not had one fil 8 


lower, becauſe all other Women have judgę 


4 
bo 
* 


than to loſe their Lives. Wherefore wil 


thought fit to acquaint your Majeſty wil 
theſe things, that you might be inducu u 

Repeal the Law you have made, for me! 
Good of your State. For thoſe Edits that a 
not durable, are always prejudicial; and Mui! 
your Majeſty will execute the Sentence er 
gainſt Adulterers, ay will be oblig'd to piles 
out the Eyes of the greateſt part of youun 


a = 
LET 
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LETTER Ly. 


_  Reprov'd by his Majeſty for having ſpo- 
ben ill of T. Livius and Saluſtius, two fa- 
Vous Hiſtorians. 5 

1 wh | 

f 4 | "HE great Uproar amongft the moſt 
1 renown'd Hiſtorians in Parnaſſus, oc- 
ſ(on'd by your imputations caſt upon our 
ell belovd T7. Livius and Criſpus Saluſt ius, 
as with much ado. appeasd by us, upon 
(Wondition , that you ſhould Recant what 
u have unjuſtly whiſper d to the Diſad- 
ntage of fo famous Literati. Such Cen- 
res as have not honeſt Zeal for their end, 
oc the effects of Malice. After Authors 
oo ritiogs have met with common Applauſe, 
of prudence to conform to the univerſal Opi- 


= ; eſpecially when the Truth is manifeſt, 


W I” | 
ri rauſe they who engage to ſhow themſel- 


s for the contrary Party, inſtead of being 
teWckon'd Wits paſs for Ignorant Coxcombs. 
tu 7. Livius and Criſps Saluſtius have heen 
id Milry of ſome little Errors, you ſhould re- 
e ember they were Men, and their Excellen- 
pues ſhould have aton'd for the frailties of 


umane Nature; that is, you ought to have 


ou f 
J valider'd that it 15 as cafie to Cenſure, as it 


EI. 


IS 
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that Detractions are ſtill of advantage to hin Wi 


this preſent Letter to applau'd your Fi 
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is difficult to write well, and that he may find 
Faults with a Piece who could not have e. 
qualbd it himſelf. We ſhould not cry dom 
a Compoſition, where two or three Error t 
lie buried amongſt a thouſand Jewels; bu 
only that, wherein a conſiderable Gem ;; WF 
ſmother'd with a thouſand idle impertinen M 
Thoughts. Take off therefore your fale 
Spectacles, recant yout Malice; and conſider 


who is defam'd, becauſe they are look'd y 
on as the Rffects of Paſſion, and therefve AF 
never believed. A : 


LETTER LV. 
To the People of Parthia. 
His Majeſty praiſes their Pradence, in asking ö 1 0 
the Roman Emperour 4 Ring of the Rig N 

| Blood of the Arſacidz. = 


HE Requeſt which you made to cel | 
Roman Emperour, for a Kin of ou 


own Country and of the Royal Line, ws 
very much prais'd and approv'd of by all cu 
Politicians. Wherefore we have Writ 50 


dence, and that you may till retain tb 
moſt profitableDefire,* Tis certainly a Maw! 
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ll of greateſt Advantage for Subjects to pro- 
vide themſelves a National Prince, to whom 
they may bear an Affection and Reſpett; for 
Wit is requiſite that their Prince ſhould have 
Bike Manners with them, and not new Cu- 
ttoms which have never been Practisd a- 
Wnongſt them; and he ſhould be a Native, 
ecaꝛuſe it is Natural for ſuch a Prince to bear 
true Affection to his Country, and take a 


olanders ſhall never be prais d by us, who, 
ho' they are the moſt ſuſpicious People in 
Whe Univerſe, and no great Friends to Stran- 
ers, yet Travel all Europe over to find out 
King, not weighing the Conſequences of in- 
Woducing a Foreigner into their Kingdom, 
bo inſtead of being their Friend, may 
grove a mortal Enemy to em. That People 
Hat will with the greateſt Prudence make 
Voice of a Head to place their Crown on, 
ght not to go out of the Confines of their 
Nite; for the Love of our Native Country 
el born with us, *tis an Affection not to be 
"$0 much leſs to be acquir d by Art. 


ile phe 


atherly Care of her. For this Reaſon the 


* 
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J Sextus Tarquimus. 


He is reprov d by his Majeſty for the Rape ini 
+= + mitted upon Lucretia. 


; E were very angry when we had 
you had Raviſh'd Lacretia a R 
Lady, from which we immediately ci 
_ cluded your Ruin would enfue. When Pu 
ces begin to be Tyrants, they loſe the Til: 
of Prince, whoſe Office it is, not to-deſtry ic 
but preſerve his Subjects; not to abuſe, bl 
keep and defend em. And whenever ty 
forfeit this Title, which they can enjoy ui 
longer than they perform their Duty, tio 
are in danger of being difowa'd for Fin 1 
except Heaven be -pleas'd to make uſe ii 
'em as a Scourge for the Sins of the Fol 
ple. All the ſteps that lead to Tyranny u 
dangerous, being built upon a weak For” 
dation; but the more Violent they are, M. 
more Reaſon there is to dread the Col 
quence of em, becauſe not encroaching g 
dually on the Liberty and Property of i 
Subject, the People's Eyes will be open d 
fore they can be entirely enſlavd. And! 
were the height of Folly in a Prince to al 


at any thing of this Nature, before he b 


Ae 
If 


» 


U 
L 
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IF put it out of the People's Power to help 
themſelves. Sudden Acceſſions and Invaſi- 


ns are ſeldom ſecure, and are never to be 


Wherefore, who would make themſelves Ty- 
Hants, for no other end, but to exerciſe a Bru- 

Wiſh Power, ſtand upon the brink of Death; 
ecauſe Subjects will never ſuffer Politicks to 
e impos'd upon 'em, that tend ſo much to 
Wheir Deſtruction, unleſs they are ſtupifi'd 
Wy Heaven, for it is not reaſonable that they 
Would own an impious Murderer for their 
Wrince , who confeſſes his own Unworthi- 
s of Empire, by every Action of his Reign. 


Vl 

e Perſon of a ſingle Man, than to ſuffer 
any by not committing of that One; *tis 
ue, an undiſciplin d and diſſolute People 
nnot be Govern'd but with a Rod, and 
eir Prince ought not to take the weighty 


ee, they ſhould refuſe to bear it any 
Inger: Yet ſuch a Government if com- 
rd with another would ſeem Tyran- 
cal: But violent Means ſhould not be 
ade uſe of in any other Caſe, becauſe the 


ole, that does not own his Maſter, nor 
and Head a Bridle to reftrain his Savage Li- 
o rty, ought to be cheriſh'd and coax'd, that 

may ſubmit to be tied, and not — 
fil or 


tempted without infinite Danger. They, 


Wl is more expedient to commit one Evil on 


le off their Neek, leaſt aſſuming Cou- 


olt that ſeems untameable, when he is 


55 
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Or if he ſhould be bound by force, he ne. 


Beaſt, would be a Fool to 
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for that, inſtead of teaching him Subrtiiſſion, il 
would inſtruct him how to fuſe his Heels: 


ver would quit his fear, prejudice, and 
the deſire of regaining his Liberty. Ff 
he who is in danger of being bit by a will 
provoke hin IM 
by Blows. A Prince ſhould never ule Fi 
miliarity with a Subject, much leſs abu 
him, or uſe him difreſpe&fully ; becauſe i 
the Prince loſe Reſpect, the Subject looks 
Love and Fear. But above all things ts Wiſh 


2 to avoid how he touches upon dt 


Subject's Honour, which he values m Wo 
than Life; and when he is once provoklE: 
to Deſpair, forgetting Fears and Duty, Wl: 
he will Project and eafily compaſs ſont o 
dangerous Enterprize. Wherefore it 5c 


much ſafer to take away a Man's Life thus 


his Honour. 


LETTER LV. 
ae Univerſities of Oxford and 
1 = Cambꝛidge. 

1 hey are Air d for the future to make no more 


= Doctors of Muſick. 
Sj H O' Muſick has always been held « . 
dear to us, and therefore placed a- of te Ro- 
ongſt the Liberal Sciences; tho we have man Em- 
5 | H, | P / 6 I P 
( Wieem'd our beloved Henry Parcels Com- bons jnging 
{ Wlitions almoſt as much as the Divine Num- Men. 
rs of Maro; tho' we have ordain'd that 


oſick and Poetry ſhould be inſeparable 
Wompanions, and caus'd our Image where- 
er we are ador'd, and the Light of Learn- 
g has ſhone to be repreſented with a Harp 
our Hand, to ſhow that he who hasnot 
Muſical Ear can never be a good Poet. 
t we did not mean that every Worth leſs 
retending Marſias ſhould have the Ho- 

dur to be admitted to the Degree of Do- 
or, and be ſeated amongſt our moſt Lear- 
d Virtuoſi, who's Labours have ſo much 
ofited the Republick of Learning, and 
ill preſerve their Memories Sacred to Po- 
erity. Is it convenient. think you moſt 
everend Doctors, that a Coiriſter, Fidler 
Ballad Singer ſhould be ranckd amongſt 
H — 
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your Aldrichs, Gores, Browns, Newtons, Bali, 
Grabes, Dodwells, Milss and Swaldric) 
Why don't you likewiſe admitt Women in. if 
to your Soci ties? Why is not Margarita 4 i 
Leſpina? Why is not Mrs. Tofts a Grady. 
ate? Their perticular Merit and Excellene 
in their Kind, might be a juſter Excuſe fo 
doing it, then any you can plead for you 
Doctors of Muſick : But as you value ou 
Diſplraſure, let us hear no more of thik 
Follies for the future, leſt we publiſh 
the World, that you Sell your Degree fu 
a Treat, and that it is as eaſie to be a Gil 
duate in an Ernglip Univerſity , as to x 
a Barreſter at an Innes of Court, ] 
all the Qualification requird, is, that h 
Candidate can prove by the Steward's Boi ie 
he has Eat ſo many Stone of Beef ail 
Mutton. . 1 
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WO ſoon as the News of your Ladylſhip's 
LY late Diſaſter arriv'l at Parnaſſus, your 
Jameſake the Satyriſt, who loſt his Life 
Wor abuſing Pope Urban the VIII. was ſo 
Wnrag'd kt that he had certainly made an 
Wiveterate Copy of Jambicks upon the 
Wc night that Flog'd you, had not O/dham, to 
Wppeaſe his Fury, writ an Ode in praiſe of 
our moſt Glorious Backiide, which he pre- 
red before that of the Lady, who was o- 
Werturn'd in the Coach —— By this time 
ſuppoſe you are thoro'ly convinced that 
De Days of Knight Erraatry are at an 
ad, and that there are no more Patient 
hs, no more Don Quixet's left, who can 
We contented to ſpin out a long furteen Years 
Wlavery, in hopes of obtaining the Favour 
r laſt: Let this ſerve for a warning there- 
Wc to you and all the reſt of your Sex, re- 
embring that ſhe who once gives her Lo- 
er proof, that ſhe only Values him for his 
iſtate,muſt expect all his Flames will be for 
er Fortune only and not for her Perſon; and 
e will be ſure to uſe the latter but ſcurvil i 
hen once he finds hint Diſappointed of 
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the firft. Frequent and innumerable are tx 
Complaints which arrive at Parnaſſas on thi 
ſcore of unhappy 1 wherefor 
concluding that all the Miſchiefs of Mam 
mony ariſe from Womens Portions, we han 
reſolv'd very ſhortly to write to the Legi 
ture of England, to Adviſe em to Enact LV 

that no Woman for the future ſhall bring e 
Husband any other Portion buta Noſegay ai 
a Diſtaff; then and not before may E] 

again expect to fioriſh, then ſhall Gente 
mer's Daughters be preferr'd before Trade: 

mens; then ſhall Men Marry the Womm 
they Love; then ſhall Wives, not havizM 
a Title to Allowances and ſeparate Mani 
tainence behave themſelves with Prudens ji 
and Virtue, and Citizens Daughters tl 
no longer have Coronets behind their Co 
ches, whilſt Ladies of the beſt Families vn 

England, wanting Portions ſuitable to the 
Birth, are in danger of dying Maids ava 
leading Apes in Hell. 81 Hal &# 
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LET. TER IK 
P Diodozus Sardus, | 
| | His Majeſty blames him for defending himſelf in 


| Perſon, from the Calumnieslaid to his Charge 
for endeavouring to betray his Country. ? 


: IS a general Obſervation, that they 
F | who can give Precepts to others, are 
dom able to PraQtiſe 'em themſelves, but 
all into the ſame Errors, which they have 
Wiolently inveighd againſt in their Neigh- 
ours. Yet tho Maxims are not fo eaſily 
Wbſerv'd as they are Taught, it were but 


Which it would be fatal to Tranſgreſs. But 


. 


a lieve that he ſhall meet with as bad 
Wiccels as his Predeceſſor, not remembring 


ui Fred 
at the ſmalleſt ſuſpicions with Princes paſs 
r Proofs; who have learn't not to delegate 
Wc Power to any other Hand, knowing 


he pleaſure of Authority, have frequently 


aripides, \ 


1 


Men are ſo Wiſe, as to take warning by 
Withers Misfortunes, becauſe no Man will 


Hat Deputes and Subjects who have taſted 


eceiv d, praisd and practisd that ſaying of 


101 


Wommon,Prudence ſtrictly to followthoſe Rules 
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the firſt. Frequent and innumerable are tx 
Complaints which arrive at Parnaſſus on t 
ſcore of unhappy Marriages; wherefor 
concluding that all the Miſchiefs of Mat 
mony ariſe from Womens Portions, we han 
reſolv'd very ſhortly to write to the Legia 
ture of England, to Adviſe em to Enact Lay 
that no Woman for the future ſhall bring he 
Husband any other Portion buta Noſegay adi 
a Diſtaff; then and not before may Eg 
again expect to fioriſh, then ſhall Gente. 
mer's Daughters be preferr'd before Tad 
mens; then ſhall Men Marry the Wome 
they Love; then ſhall Wives, not havin 
a Title to Allowances and ſeparate Man 
tainence behave themſelves with Prudem 
and Virtue, and Citizens Daughters ſhul 
no longer have Coronets behind their C 
ches, whilſt Ladies of the beſt Families uM 
England, wanting Portions ſuitable to thay 
Birth, are in danger of dying Maids au 
leading Apes in Hell, 1267 
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LETT FEN UX. fl 
Jo Diodozus Sardus. 


| | His Majeſty blames him for defending himſelf in 
= Perſon, from the Calumnieslaid to his Charge 


or endea vouring to betray his County. 
1 N * 
i IS a general Oblervation, that they 
" T who can give Precepts to others, are 
dom able to Practiſe em themſelves, but 
l into the ſame Errors, which they have 
oolently inveighd againſt in their Neigh- 


ours. Yet tho Maxims are not fo eaſily 
Wbſerv'd as they are Taught, it were bur 
Wommon,Prudence ſtrictly to followthoſeRules 
Which it would be fatal to Tranſgreſs. But 
Men are ſo Wiſe, as to take warning by 
hers Misfortunes, becauſe no Man will 
nei elieve that he ſhall meet with as bad 
cceſs as his Predeceſſor, not remembring 
at the ſmalleſt ſuſpicions with Princes paſs 
r Proofs; who have learn't not to delegate 
Wcr Power to any other Hand, knowing 
lat Deputes and Subjects who have taſted 
he pleaſure of Authority, have frequently 
eceiv d, praisd and practis d that ſaying of 
vripides, 115 
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Si violandum eſt jus, regnandi gratis, 
Violandum eſt, aliis in rebus pietatem colas. 


It was upon theſe Conſiderations, that you 
was accusd tho falſely, of a deſign to be 
tray your Country. But you did very fool. Wl 
ithly to make your Defence in Perſon, and 
deliver your ſelf into the Power of one, wo 
was able to make you ſuffer an undeſeryd 
puniſhment; conſidering that in State Af. 
fairs, a Prince as well reflects what my 
poſſibly happen hereafter, as what is allready. 
Wherefore they take Shadows for Subſtancy If 
without diſtinguiſhing Suſpicions from actui 
Otences, for as that Woman who gives tit 
World the leaſt Reaſon to doubt of her v 
tue, cannot be abſolutely calłd Chat, foul 
State Affairs they cannot be judg'd Innocenhl 


who takes all means poſſible to ſecure * 1 

Perſon and Government, from a -Sub# 

who has given him Cauſe to be Jealous 

his Conduct. For theſe Reaſons you ſhoullif 

not have exposd your ſelf to ſo eminel 

Danger: Take warning therefore 1 
un 
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Wfuture; for a Subject ſhould never gffer to 
WV indicate himſelf at the Feet of his Prince, 
Wwho frequently ſhews his Reſentment with- 
ut any Cauſe, aſſuring your ſelf, that he 
in Excuſe the Revenge by the neceſſity of 


Wiſe none leſs than Death: Wherefore 
WI adviſe you, and all other Subjects for the 
Wuture to defend themſelves at a Diſtance; 
o avoid being CondemreJ firſt and Try'd 
fterwards. . 


— 


* 


LL T PER ER. 
To Plammites King of Egypt. 


is prais d by his Majeſty for the ſpeedy Ef- 
= fort he made for the Recovery of Damiata, 
ballen from him by Cambyſes Ring of 
perfa. 55 


As ſoon as we heard of the ſpeedy At- 

A tempt made by your Majeſty, for the 
ccovery of Damiata taken by Cambyſes 

e Ming of Perſia; our chief Politicians began 
AP Praiſe you for it, and Celebrate your 

ajeſties great Wiſdom. And we alſo are 

bod blig d to concurr with the common Ap- 
or Mut a Minute's time; knowing, that that 
Hs Pro- 


nos Plauſe. You have done well not to o- 


103 


Wuſtice ; and amongſt many Puniſhments 


104 


with another Breath. For this your W 


_ that you knew Princes ought to mk 
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Province which is grown old in the pol. 
ſeſſion of any Prince, is the moſt difficult u 
be regain d; becauſe the longer it has been il 
held, ſo much the more Lawful does the i 
Title of the Poſſeſſor appear: Beſides, by Wl 
long SubjeCtion, rhe Peop'e forget the Lo 
they once bore their Lawtul Sovereign, an 
their Children after them remember hin i 
not, or rather ceaſe to own his Right. That 
States that are inclinable to change, as they iſ 
are eaſily loſt, ſo are they difficult to ber. 
cover'd, eſpecially if they be once prejudic4 i 
with Diſaffection, and poſſeſsd with an Opa 
on that their Condition is aready ſo bad, 1 
cannot well be worſe. No time ſhould bes 
mitted for the Recovery of States loſt H 


War, becauſe every Minute is as prejudic WW 


al to the Loſer, as it is advantagious to ti: 
uſurper, who ſhould not be allow'd a np 
ments Reſpit either ro Defend himſelf wil: 
Forces, or Fortify his Poſſeſſion with 2 
Affection of the People, by infecting tha 


tan n 15 . 
x; 
” 


7 


ER : 
* D 


jeſty will get eternal Praiſe, having ſhom I's 
: 


their People ſenſible that they love to Gf he 


vern, not for Profit or Ambition of Dom 


Pee 
in 
WC 116 
b 


nion, but to Protect and Defend 'em. 


LET 
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LETTER Ll. 


| His Majeſty Writes to 'em about their C uſtom 
= of giving the People Liberty during the In- 
terregnum. | 


| 

| 
THO this Cuſtom of 8 55 of ſet⸗ 
15 ting the People at Liberty for ſome 
imc after the Death of your Kings, has 
een judg'd profitable to the State, hy ma- 1 
y Politicians, whom we call Mad- men, 1} i 
et the wiſer ſort have thought otherwiſe : i 
ye therefore deſiring the common Good, 2 
+ Fvrite you this Letter, to admoniſh you a- | 
+ out this particular, that being better ad- 

MW isd, you may change your Opinion. You 

"ould conſider, that ſince the People know 

Mo ſtronger Bridle, than the Laws, which 

e hey often endeavour to break, and though ; 

„ey are force to Obey, yet they per- = 

vn etually bite and chaw 'em, as a Dog does 
eis Chain, who is impatient to be free: And 
G herefore he runs the hazard of loſing 'em, 


re 


Joh vho takes his Bridle out of their Mouth, nn 
Þccauſe a wild unbroken Colt, when he 
Wnds himſelf at Liberty, will do his utmoſt =_ 
E-ncdcavour, never to be enſlav'd again. If | 

be P:7/iars had been as wiſe as they are vn 

Fl 1 ſottiſh, 
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ſottiſh, ere this, no doubt, finding the 
Reins looſe upon their Shoulders, they Wi 
would have taken effectual Care to keey if 
the Liberty they had got. But fince they 
had not the Senſe to conceive the Bleſſing Wk 
of a well temper d and moderate Liberty, 
tis well they have loſt that Opportunity, MW 
which would not have paſs'd ſo in anothe 
Na: ion. It is not prudent to let the Bird 
out of the Cage, in hopes of its returnjns 
again, becaule it can feed better there t 
abroad; fince the coarſeſt Diet is more plex 
fant in Liberty, than the moſt delicious 
Meats in a Priſon. A People, perpetwly 
aMicted with Slavery, ſhould never be i 1 
fered to taſte the ſweer Morſei of Libery, 
becauſe it fo bewitches the Palate, that thy WW 
ho have once reliſh'd it, never think ti 
eat enough of ſo delicious a Food; whe Wh: 
fore many have rather choſe to looſe thei Wt 
Lives than not have their Deſire ſatisfel ſo 
Nor ſhall I allow the reaſon you alledg ik 
on this ocafion ro be ſufficient; that ti: Wh: 
People by ſeeing the Diſorders, and Suf WW: 
ing the Inconveniencies of their own Diſ Wh: 
lution and Licentiouſneſs, might run will Wb! 
the greater ardour to embrace Subjettion n. 
for no Man can believe it poſſible for au- ru 
ther to Govern him better, than he can hay 
ſelf, becauſe natural Affection will direct Wo 
Act ions, unleſs he be a Fool, and wy wh 
pabi 
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idee of diſtinguiſhing between Good and 
vil. Take warning therefore for the fu- 


* 


BS 
25 
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W707 ſimple People; leaſt Nature, being an 
Wrreconcileable Enemy to Subjection, ſhould 
each them the Wiſdom to prefer it to the 


oſt eaſie Bondage. 
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n LXII. 
To the Senatozs of Rome. 


Young Canſuls. 


HE Affection we always bore your 
= glorious Republick, which has conti- 
Wually produc'd many excellent Examples, 
ligd us to give you ſome Advice 
Woncerning the creating of Conſuls, that 
| f om henceforth your Reſolves may be more 
in \ 
i he reſtleſs Tempers of young Men, that 
hey are eaſily ſet on fire by every little Spark, 
n öſtinately in Love with therr own Opini- 
n ns, and impoffible to be Govern'd when 
an-Wrufted with Authority. You know it is 
hi nuch more difficult to command well, than 
x Wo obey ; and therefore 'tis neceſſary that he 
unc ho leads the Way, ſhould know how to 


pabi tread 


WW: ure, and do not entruſt Liber ty eyen to the 
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| | They are Advis d by his Majeſty, not to Create 


aiure. You cannot but be ſenſible of 
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tread ſo ſecurely, that he 530 not ſtumble, 
and involve his Followers in his own Ruin. 
But to acquire this Skill, he muſt have long 
Experience in Buſineſs; for it is not ſuffi. 
ent to read Hiſtories, ſince Judgments and 
Opinions are Subject to change, and the 
A ene of Judgments, mult of neteſſiy 
vary the Succeſs; wherefore, tho' it may 
be poſſible ſometimes to ſorſee the Conſe. il 
quence of this or that particular Actipn, y« i 
it will be impoſſible to apply a ſuitable 
Remedy. . Pr: AN 1 

| Since therefore young Men cannot he 
the requiſite ' Qualifications to Diſcharg: 
a Truſt of this Nature, we would mui 
rather ſee them Shine in Arms than il 
Conſular Gown; being ſatisfied that thy MW 
can do their Country more Service wit | 
their Hands than their Heads, and len 
more of the Art of War in one Day among 
the Souldiers in the Camp, than of Peace 1 
ten Years in the Senate; becauſe Prudem WW 
does ſeldom preccede Old Age, nor is r 
Courſe of Virtue ſwifter than that 4 MW 
Time. And grant that the Eelection of RW 
lius, Decius, Corvinus, Scipio Major - and 2 
Titus Flaminius, young Men who illuſtrate 
the Roman Name, was highly profitable 
the Republick, nevertheleſs you ought 1 
to follow ſuch Precedents, and truſt 0 much 


to Fortune, as to exclude Prudence. 15 0 
— N 


Letters from APOLLO. 


ball never applaud the Conduct of thoſe 
Men that follow the Example of him who 
has been ſucceſsful in an Affair beyond Ex- 


good Fortune another has met with, we are 


Money, on one Caſt of Dye, nor hazard the 
oss of what we already poſſeſs, upon the 
Wuacertain hope of gaining what we may ne- 
er obtain. But let the Succeſs be what it 
vill, where the deſign is well formd and 
Wrounded on mature Counſels, the Under- 
aker can never be juſtly blamd for an E- 
ent, which Human Hale could not 
reſee. Employ your young Noblemen 
Wherefore in Buſineſs, but eſpecially that of 
ie War, where Danger ſometimes proves 
better Maſter than Art; Alexander was an 
ſtance of this, who dy'd oppreſs'd with his 


2 
% 
5 


n Clories, when he was ten Years Youn- 
r than the Conſular Age; we recommend 
W you a ſtrict Obſervance of Theopompas's 
ying, who being ask'd why the Spartazs 
ere in ſuch eſteem, replyed Becauſe they 
ew how to command. 


LE T- 


pectation: Since no Man, where the Buſineſs 
W is dubious can promiſe himſelf the ſame 


not to venture whole States, like a Sum of 
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Sentence of yours: Impii pænas luunt, u 


ſion of Laws, have karnt effectually to 


crable wid: 6 in practice with the ſameiſ 
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LETTER LXII. 
To Cictzd, | 


He is commanded to Correct that Expreſſion f | 
his: Impii pœnas luunt, non tam judic Wl 
is, quam agone Conſcientixæ. 
2 T IS a long time ſince we firſt Fa I 
| to command you to expunge tit Wl 


tam judiciis, quam agone Conſcientie : For will 
are convinc'd, that there are but few wick 
Perſons, who ſuffer any other Torment, «iſh 
cept the Fear of meeting with that puniꝶ 
ment, they have ſo oft deſerv d. T ml 
the Sting, calld remorſe of Conſcience, iſa 
almoſt an unſeparable Torment to ſome il 
Offenders 3 but the Generality who are br 
come familiar with Vice and the Trang 


5 -76 
wy 


: 1 
1 4. 
* 
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Wo. 
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it; and if the fear of Puniſhment did «IP 
prevent em, they would ſoon put their aw 


t 
ſurance as if they were I awful : For it 5p 
difficult task for him, to ſubdue his C0 
ſcience, who has already tramp!'d on HMI 


Laws, Human and Divine. = 
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ET T ER EXIV. 
' Ts che Republitk of Athens. 


| | 115 Majeſty tommends her for att ing Phocion 


$7 HEN the News of Phocion's Death 
VVV atrriv'd at Parnaſſus, we highly ap- 
Wauded your Conduct; and all our compleat 
Woliticians who have ſhaken Hands with 
Wonſcience extol'd the Action; ſaying boldly, 
Wat if the Republick of Athens would of 
ee the ſame courſe, ſhe might live for ever: 
therefore thought fir to Exhott you, ſtill 
proceed in the like ſecure Meaſures, ad 
e your Children after you the Memoirs 
ſo excellent a Precedent. And for the 
We <ffectual ſecuring your State, we like 
+ 2dvite you ro write theſe Words above 
Door of your Senate Houſe, Rempably- 
an ehe rermento. For whenever private AF 
ions, heated by Pride and Ambition, en- 
there, the Republick is in danger of De- 
ation. In all things that regard the pub- 
Co Intereſt, the Eyes ſhould be veil d, that 
on \| ſtice oy have its 1 acted | if 
udently in putting Phorios to Death, when 
Liberty of yout Country was concern, 
there was but only à {light ſuſpicion 


=—y _ 2 n 4 n 
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it; for a Republick ought to preſerve her {17M 
free from fear, which is prejudicial to her Li. 
berty, which cannot be done without cur. 

ting off him who gave occaſion for ſuſpic. 
on. On any other occaſion we may be ſloy 
to believe a Man guilty, where the ſafety « 
the State is not concern d: But there 1 
time ſhould be loſt, becauſe Ambition ad 
Deſire of Rule are accounted laudable Vi» i 
tues by thoſe that poſſeſs em. Therefore Wi 
in other Things, it is ſometimes Prudence. 
and ſometimes Piety to believe leſs than wit Wl 
is real; ſo in this, there is a neceſſity of he 
lieving more than the Truth; becauſe to 
lieve lefs may prove of dangerous Cone 
- quence. Wherefore there muſt be imma: 
ate recourſe to Remedies, becauſe the mil 
minute delay may occaſion the Death of tit 
State; therefore as we have often aid, :M 
who preſerves a rotten Member, ſhall ini 
ſhort time find his whole Body Corruprl 
And in ſuch Cafes, the Puniſhment ſhouldi 
ways precede the Examination of the Cm 
But as to the point of Abſolution after Dev 
fince you have thought fit to Practice this 
litical Ceremony, we ſhall not ſay any thi 
againſt it. When the Prince is ſecure of ti 
Head which gave him Jeloſie, provided 
Crime be not manifeſt, and contains no g 
ter weight than Suſpicion, he may do {08 
Honour $0 the Body, after Death; is 
rw 
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here can be no danger in declaring 2 Corps 
| | Wonocent, that cannot any more be Guilty. 


5 — 
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LETTER LXV. 


To Governours of Cities, 


A are commanded by his Mz 4. to take the 
Inge of Charity, Pow hoſt . who. 
7% it Jor their Sign. 


2 could not be nn that Men \ Hake 0 
- were ſo pteſumptuous as to draw r 
e Picture of Charity, and hang it up to Truth 

e View of the World, as if they had ſeen 
r Form ; wherefore we expresſly command 
u to take away all her Images from the 
| j adeſmens Shops; becauſe 'tis a moſt in- 
) m erable abſurdity to ſee the Picture of a 


Ws drawn which to our knowledge ks, 
n | Y in the Word. Wy; 
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LETTER LXVI. 


Ts the Ardeates, 5 


His Majeſty blames them for {ning * 
Diſpute between em and u Acchimi » Wl 
the Decifion of the Romans: * 


H E concern we have for you, word 
Ius to warn you not to meddle vt 
thoſe States that are more potent than yur Wl 
If, You and the Arcbimi deferve a frv Wl 
reproof, for committing your Cauſt to * 

_ Arbitration of the Romant, who are foo Wl 
toys of others Dominions. You find oi 
Time of Decifion will never come; both iſ 
you will be cheated, and learn do 1 

perience, that excellent Maxim, Thata Sat 
ought never to be entruſted to any one wie 
is able to retain it for his own uſt : for MB 

ces always prefer Intereſt before: Juſtioe u 
Conſcience, wherefore it is very dangerol Bp 
deliver one's ſelf up intirely to the Diſcre 
of a Superior, eſpecially in the particular WO 
Judgments, which may be Partial; becallſt| 
Amor, odium, & proprium commodum fads 
Jadicem non Mes Veritatem. be” 


LEM 
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LETTER LXVI. 
T6 Pericles, 


hm bis Opinion every ning 4 


| His Mz jefy gives 


Law made about the Birth of — 
— 


To ſpeat our Mind heel, we could 
1. not help Laughing, when we heart! 

: you had made a Law, that none ſhould. be 
Mead an Arbeaian, but they who had Athe- 
f »ians both for their Father and Mother. 
Wherefore we thought fir to Adviſe you, 
Wo conſider, whether this Law can conti- 
| Rue long in force, or indeed if it he practica- 
ee; ; for you know the Execution of it muſt 
co ecſlarily depend upon the Fidelity of Wo- 
C men, who can ot 1 the Truth, and 
„ il not {tick to Swear a hundred Oaths to 
oak their Shame, Wherefore comfider bet 
er of it, and remove theſe vain Seruples; 
ny believing that many owe go other 
Obligation to their reputed Fathers, bur that 
they are eſteem'd their 2 
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LETTER LXVII. i 
To Dionyſius of Syratula. Mſ 


His Majeſty praiſes him for ſatisfying bis A 
; : petite in every thing without Delay. 


Ecauſe the Tyrant is ſurrounded vit IM 
; a thouſand Dangers, and cannot ceak 
to be Cruel without being buried in cert i 
Ruine, we ſhall not endeavour to diſſwad 
- You from your Opinion, being convinc'd tht 

Tyrann cannot end but with Life; be 
cauſe the leaſt Change would ſerve to nl 
other Purpoſe, but to haſten Death, ſince ti 
would open a Door for, the Offended to v 
venge their Wrongs, and deliver themſclvs ih 
from their Fears. Becauſe therefore u 
cannot deſcend but by a Precipice, - to t* 
end you may be fafe, ſtick cloſe to the o 
pinion of accompliſhing your Deſires wit 
a ſudden and impetuous - Reſolution; i 
that Tyrant muſt bid adieu to Reignith i 
who lets his Deſigns be known, BB 


} 
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EETTER XIX. 
J Titus Manlins. 
is blam d for 2 his Son to Death, who 


| W contrary to Orders fought ſucceſsfully againſt 
„e Latins. „ "ies 


-H O' the Reſolution was Great and 
= Generous of putting your Son to 
Death for fighting contrary to Orders, yet 
= was not commended by our Politict 
Ws, who did not eſteem it the Effect of 
eceſſity but Oſtentation. There is no 
Woubt but when it concerns the Publick 
good, a juſt Miniſter ought not to have 
Wivate Advantage in his View, but walk 
indfolded: Let when the Occafion is not 
oper, nor the Cauſe neceſſary, it is not 
adent to run into Extreams, eſpecially, 
een Impulſe of Nature ſhould moderate 
e Rigour of the Law. Tour Son, who 
tranſgreſſing a Command, has gain'd 
Triumph over the Latizs, ſhould not have 
Nceived fo ſevere a Sentence: becauſe For- 
ne and Occaſion being Momentary, admit 
N eccher of Delay for Counſel nor Obedience; 
or ſince the leaſt Turn changes the Na-. 
re of Affairs, thereby renders Counſels 
Jain, and Diſappointments the Effects of our 
| Es — + 
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firſt Deliberations , It is neceſſary ſometime 

to vary from Inſtructions, eſpetially in War, 
where the State of Affairs is ſo ſubject tg 
change. You therefore did very ill in put. 

ting your Son to Death, whereby you did 

not only injure him but your Country allo 

for future Leaders ſtruck with the Terre 

of his Fate, will be apt to ſubmit to Fein 
moſt vile and dangerous to the Common. 
wealth. Therefore remember for the ft. 

ture, that the End which is much md: 
noble than the Means, ought to be meaſund 
by the emergent Junctures of Times and A. 
fairs; and that tranſgreſſing of Command 
is Lawful when they are not contrary to u 
fit; becauſe Princes, tho? never ſo Wiſe, can Wi 
not foreſee all things, and therefore, ougii 
to content themſelves with having the 
Commands tranſgreſs'd, whilſt it does an WW} 
claſh with the Prefervation of the deſu ah: 
End: And that Man ſhall never 
. by us, who aut of a punctual 0 
bedience to his Prince, lets a Glorious Vico 
ry flip out of his hand; for in Cafes of r 

Man. tain Ad vantage, it is not Prudence but Man 
lius Tor- neſs to expect new Inſtructions, whillt ti 
guatuspur Merit and Occaſion are loſt in the Timed 
Fc the Demand. And for this Reaſon we will 
Kung not abſolutely admit of that ſaying, 210 
ae gut rem 4 ure prohibitum fecerir, capitt pr 
6 g. 414 Fo CEE) TOES 9 | Ts” vun 
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3 nitor, b becauſe Occaſio in n amplius j juva- 
eier anon l int. 


| 
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LETTER IXX. 
To the School of Fozalilts. 


i ö His Majeſty commands them to correct that De- 
eien of Honour: Honor eſt — | 
1 = Virtutis. 
A i Fa | Mongſt the many Definitions of Honour 
ii that have been brought into Parnuſ- 
„, that wherein it is ſtiled Præmium Virtu- 
* * „ has given all our Virtuoſi great Di- 
4 erſion, and when the Queſtion was put to 
n whether it ſhould ſtand confrm'd or no 2 
af ey unanimouſly anſwer'd; that the Defi- 
"| Wition was ridiculous, becauſe they could not 
member chat they had ever ſeen the Virtuo- 
ON honour'd. Wherefore we reſolv *d to com- 


Sr 3 
* 
. 


Wand you to alter it for ſome other more 
wy | roper for the Occaſion, ſince all the World 
Knows Virtue is lighted, and that Honours 
t ture not diſtributed according to the Dogrees 
net Merit, but to thoſe of Wealth tho" ne- 
, il fer {0 unworthy. 
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He is commanded by his Majeſty to explain lj 
an Interpretation, different from your Inte 
tion; we command you to explain it: fi 
would ſoon be in a bad Condition. 
I ET TER LXXII. 
His Majeſty Writes to him about one « 


ome few days ago Cleomenes being il 


Letters foi A PO LL oN 
LETTER L 
To Seneca the Tragedian, 


Expreſſion; quod non vetant Leges, h« Wl 
* vetat fiert Fugor, | . 


Hat this Saying, quod non vetant Logs 
| hoc wetat fieri Pudor, may not reit 


you muſt know, that if Men and Wom iſ 
had no other Bridle but ſhame, the Wal | \ 


— — 


3E * 


To Leo Euticratide S. 


$ ayings concerning the dwelling in Cities 


0 riv'd in Parnaſſus, many of our Vini 
who went by our Orders to meet him, ® 
quir'd about you, of whom we have hal! 
good Report. Cleomones honoured you wil 

the Title of Wiſe, and other Epithets 0 
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ble to your Virtue; but as it ordinarily 
is out, Affection tranſports Men to ex- 
reſſions, which make their Praiſe thought ei- 
err affected or partial, whereby the Credit of 
e perſon they mean toapplaud is diminiſh'd. 
e enlargd too much on ſome of your Sen- 
W-:tious Sayings, regiſtred by Fame in the 
Number of the moſt Famous Apothegms, of 
nich this was one; being asked, in what 
Wity a Man might live happily, you 
werd too haſtily; In that where Citi- 
ens are content with Moderation, and 
caice perpetually maintains a ſteady courſe. 
nis anſwer inſtead of moving the Hearers 
LBS applauſe, occafion'd a long laughter to the 
Wrcat Mortification of Clesmenes; and when 
e asked the reaſon of it, Pauſanias, who 
Was preſent, replyed, I am ſure if he who 
AS delirrous of living happily, would travel 


= the World, if his Life were long enough, 
gad be forced to dye in the Country at laſt. 
ie therefore thought fit to give you. notice 
„ it, that you may take more Care what 
Wou ſay for the future : remembring that the 
, n{2yiogs of the Wiſe ſhould be certainly true 


5 
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be could find ſuch a City, he might fee | 


int eyond all diſpute, tho? diſtent mores a Car- 


4. 
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5 Art, whereby you make the Son of a Pede 


and Vouchers along with you by 
made thoſe Pedigrees: For we ſhould ! 
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LETTER LXxXWll 
Jo the Heraulds. 


They are ſummon'd to Parnaſſus by his Maj, 
And commanded to bring all their Gentavlyy 
along with em to give an account of thi 
Mercenary Works, and are prohibited to 6 
ceed in em for the future. N 


* 7 7 I 
25 7 3 
1 
1 PL 
>$. 
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— 


Hen ſome of your, Pedigtees cont 
ning the Noble Extraction and I 
ſcent of certaia Families were brought 1 
Parnaſſus; to our great amazement, Plata, 


Valerius Maximus, Bergomen ſis, Bardi, Candu ö | * 


and many more of our Chronologiſts,madeu 
jalped ly ſenſible of your Fallacys, and full Wl 
Flattery ; for you have deriv'd the pedig 
of ſome from the Royal Family whole grit i; 
Grand-Fathers were little better than Cat 


| Poles. Wherefore not heing able to tolerat 


great an abuſe, we command you to make yu i 
appearance before us, to give an account 
your Works and bring all your Genealogs; 

which a , 


mightly pleaſed to ſee fo extraordinary 1 


or a Farrier to be deſcended from a ; 
| "5" 
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muy as renown'd as that of the Seymore, 
i, Cavewdliſbes, and Tabers, We are in- 
eed amaz'd ar your preſumptuous Craft 
i hut no leſs at the ſim icity of them, whb 
W110 they have their Anceſtors old Leathern 
WDoublet and Breeches in which they footed it 
Wop to the Metropolis of theit Country, yet 
Wutffer themſelves to be pet ſwaded of the truth 


Wcquainted with the Revolutions of the 
World, with the endleſs turnings of Fortune, 
Ind fee diſtinctly the changes that attend 
Noble Families, laugh at theſe idle Vanities, 
Which ſerve for nothing bur to feed an am- 
Witious Mind. Tis true, Nobility is a ſplen 
Wen Gem, and adds an Ornament to him 
ho wears it: but then if it be not ſet in 
We pureſt Gold of Moral Goodnels, it only 
ves to make the Vices of him who poſſeſ- 
it, more: obvious and apparent. Belides 
aa Hereditary Godd which deſcends from 
5 PForefathers, a Gift of Fortune, and ha- 
of ig nothing to do with Merit, ought not 
ht W be reckomd amongſt our proper Endow - 
auß enrs, ſince it is adventirions, deriv'd from 
0 ithout, and redounds much more ro the 
05 lory of our Anceſtors than to our own. We 
y 4 
oy 
a bs 


ol 


o not deſerye do have ſo high a value ſet on 
? 7 5 | d ; | | em. 


Ie ſuch Palpable Lies. We who are well 


erefore know', that Regem maſts, nul w- 
ſe: Regno dig fe preſfure matimum. 
heſe Goods which we tannot tall our own, 
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 whichareconfer'd by Fortune, and not gain 


Si Pater eſt Adam, & eft Mater omnibus Eli 
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em. Alexander was not eſteemed, becauſe i 
he was deſcended from the Royal Line of BW 


Macedonia: nor was Julius Ceſar valued 
becauſe he drew his Pedigree from the Fs. 
mily of the Julii; but becauſe they bothrai 
ſing themſclves by their intrinſick worth and 
Valour counted more Victories than Battel, 

Theſe Honours which precede our Birth 
and are prepar'd for us, before he who is 
receive em, can ſhow that he deſerves em; 
do not deſerve our Wonder more than thoſe 


by the Virtuous Sweat of our Brows. Fortis 
Reaſon Tamerlane, Ataxerxes, Opilius | Me 
erinus, Cencinnatus, Serranus and many 6 


thers, were wii eſteemed, who rab 

lough to DiQtatorſhip 
And I wiſh that thoſe Princes that are be, 
not the Nobleſt were always choſen, in . 


themſelves from the 


: 4 

9 

i 

M 


1 


lective Kingdoms: This we have writ u 


you, becauſe knowing your ignorance, u 
would have you abſtain from theſe o 
liſh Studies, being mindful of what by 


pen'd, to a curious Perſon, who. would tri 


his Pedigree back too far, in which may 


infamous Perſons were found. As Boccdii 
gave you notice in his Advertiſements - 


Ciur non ſunt omnes Nobilitate Parts. 
When Adam Dug and Eve Span, 
Where was then the Gentleman. 75 
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LETTER LXXV. 
To Furius Camillus. 


1 e 1s 1 by bis Majeſty for not appearing 


4 


23 


be Thuſcans, Gr. 


Truth can never be buried. For this 
eaſon you did wiſely not to appear at Rome, 
then accus'd tho? falſly of having cheated 
ur Country. We ought not to approach 
Where Juſtice is rigidly. adminiſtrated, tho? 
e are guarded with Innocence; for Men 
netimes puniſh and afterwards conſider 
the Crime: Nay, tho? you had been 


ue o have the Judges on your Side, you 
done Prudently to have keept at a Di- 


Wnce, to avoid offending the People who al- 
s fancy 'tis Juſtice to condemn thoſe 
have conceiv'd a Prejudice againſt : 


Wy dntinue however the. ſame Love for your 
„ Puntry; and be perſwaded that ſo long as 


* N 


F odtion will attend ber. 


t when once ſhe becomes Partial, certain 


* # * ; ; y 
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ome, when accus d for having converted 
to his own Uſe the Spoils taken in War from 


Nnocence may be ſometime oppreſs d, but 


val Juſt to her Citizens, ſhe will proſper; 
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Arabia known to you inqur former Letters: 


| | HE Eſteem which we have for your 


tisfaQion to us; ſo we are oblig d, in fort 


ſervation of them. But yet we thought fit u 
on and Grandure are groun 
liſh Foundations, you fhould carefully ava 


the greateſt Dama 
Religion, are effect 


8 
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LETTER LXMY, 
To the Jeluits. 


tis Majeſty adviſes theet we 10 let any Ligen 
ous Mas depart out of their Colledge d aii 


Merits; has hech ſufficientl 


! made 

ere. 
fore, as your Eabours, which are profitable to 
the Learned World, have been a great & 


Meaſure, to protect and encourage you, 
1 providing you with the moſt ſucceſhi 


leans for that Purpoſe. We are extreme 


V glad that your Societies may propery kf #4 
calfa Seminaries of Virtue © Mop 15 


our extraordinary Policy for the re 


put you in Mind, that fince your Reputat 
on very tic 


wing Offence to thoſe thar may procut 
your uin. And becauſe you know, thi 

done to a State 9 
by ſuch as have, up 
ſome particular Diſtaſt, deſerted em; W 
adviſe you not to let any Ingenious Mi 
go qut of your Colledge Diſſatisfied ; b 
f turnt 
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intimate the Wiſdom that is neceſſary. for 
Governours, without which, *tis ;mpolſb 
to rule a People by means | expedient for 
their Preſervation; knowing that Igno 


" > 


rance is the Ruin of all Governments; be. 
cauſe it darkens the Underſtanding, makes MW 
the Will Irreſolute, the Strength Uſelel, 0 
renders a Prince Obnoxious to himſclf, males r 
him the Scorn of his Subjects, and a Subje a 
to his Servants. Indeed a Prince ſhould culti- 7 
vate, but not jade his Ugderſtanding withSa- 

ences, that he may be the more capable of fe. ne 
ceiving Political Maxims, that he may be abe BY - 
ſometimes to come to form noble Reſolutions Tc 
without Aſſiſtance of his Concil. Princes be 

ſhould refreſn but not burden themſelves wit die 
Knowledge, and therefore ſhould not ſpend 
their time in Studying Sophiſms and idle Am. 


biguities, that are always uſeleſs and ſome- 
times deſtructive, eſpecially if they be nic 
and ſubtile. Your Majeſty ought therefor 
to make uſe of the Sciences for your Iuſiru 
Etion, not to direct your Judgment in State 
Affairs, and to Study Philoſophy, to lan Mr, 
to moderate your Paſſions, not to gil ; 
learned in Speculations, not to make you 

ſelf Kin of your own Conceits, ſince its ( 
impoſſible that he ſhould govern Well, wiv 

ſuffers himſelf to be ruled by every thread 
bare. Philoſopher, or that he ſhould (bridk 
the Extravagances of others by his fru 


t 
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who knows to ſubdue his own Inclinations 

by his Judgment. Your Majeſty ſhould con- 
$ ſider, that a People who are Slaviſh, Igno- 
rant, and ready to receive any Impreſſions, 
require a Judicious Prince to rule ein, not 
one who grows grey Hair'd in poring upon 
Books. Abſtain therefore from your affect- 
ed Studies, which are Prejudicial both to 
your Subjects and your ſelf, remembring 
that the World does not diſtinguiſh between 
a Compleat Philoſopher and an Ignoramus; 
nor indeed is it poſſible for a Man to be a 
Compleat Coxcomb without ſome Learning: 
] et us therefore adviſe your Majeſty, not to 
be ſo extravagantly in Love with your Stu- 
dies, as to neglect the more weighty Buſineſs 
Wot the State. IS 


LETTER LXXVI. 
To the Þeraulds, 


His Majeſty reproves 'em for ſuffering infamous 
Perſons to abuſe the Title of Gentleman. 


— 


Come days ago, to our great aſtoniſhment lx the ori- 
1 vue heard the moſt Noble Title of Gen-gind to rhe 
1 leman grolly abuſed; for even Catchpoles . 7 


and Beggars have uſurp'd it, whereas former- 
y he who wore it was thought a Companion 
— 
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for a Prince: This is an Incroachment which 
ſtrikes at the very Foundation of your Jy, 
riſdiction and therefore we thought fit to let 
you, know, that unleſs you find out ſome 
ſpeedy Expcdient to prevent the progreſs of 
this Miſchief, Gentility will grow fo very 
cheap, that you'll never be able to fell fmoak 
for the Future; nor will any Man give you 
twopence for a Coat of Arms, ſince he ean 
dub himſelf a Gentleman without your affift- 
ance. | 


att. 8 4 D FY _ 4 1 2 * 


— — 


LETTER LXXIX. 
To Maximilianus Emperour, 


He is adviſed by his Majeſty to ſuppreſs al th 
Books that treat of the Art of War. 


| ClOmetime ago we were inform'd, thatſ⸗ 
veral Books had been publiſh'd, con- 
cerning the Art of War, which were the 
occaſion of no ſmall Laughter to Agel 
Leonidas, Epaminondas, Hannibal, Scipio, and 
many other valiant Captains, who defird 9 
prohibit *em as wholly uſeleſs Wherefot 
we deſire your Majeſty to ſuppreſs them i 
excepting only thoſe which teach Raw O 
cers the Word of Command: For it 15 "” 
| | culou 
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culous for em to brag they have learnt the 
Art not by continualFxercife and Experiene2 
but from Books. There are Hiſtories, of 
Atchievements of the moſt famous Captains ; 
from whence they, who are good at Obſer- 
vation, may gather enoughto inſtruct *em in 
the fpeculative part: But Practice being ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to compleat their Skill, we 
adviſe you to . all long diſcourſes 
upon this Subject: For *tis certain, that the 
Art of War cannot be learnt by reading of 


Books only, but from a long Experience and 
the Rougb Inſtruct ions of the Camp. 
LETTER LXXX 
© ons, © 


He is adviſed by his Majeſty mot to be fo familie 
20 Alexander. Ger. 


„ NMEA | 1 L 
wlll? He Natural Affection we hear to all 
ab Mankind, has moved us to write you 


this Letter, which may be of uſe „ou, 
and all thoſe into whoſe Hands it ſhall ole 
We would advife you not tobe fo very fami- 
lar with Alexander : Forthe great Favours of 
Princes are ſometinies as prejudicial as their 
Frowns , becauſe their independent Authority 
K 2 perpetual 


132 Letters from APOLLO. | 
and perpetual Jealouſy render em as change. 
able as Weathercocks. Tis therefore Pry. fl 
dence for a Subject to ſtand at a Ciſtince, 
not only from the Effects, but from the o. 
caſion alſo: For a Prince cannot endure to ſe 
a Subject, ſo powerful as to be able to mak 
him jealous, tho he frequently raiſes him w 
that Poſt, which he has reaſon to fear theo 
ther might poſſibly attain without his aſiſ 
ance, that he may the better ſecure his futur iſ 
Ruin. Tis impoſſible that any Man ſhould 
be ſo prudent that he ſhould have ſo mature 
a Judgment, ſo much Experience, that i 
he could recall what he had done, the Atinl 
ſhould he managed with more Prudence t 
ſecond time, than it was the firſt. Beſides, ſind 
Circumſtances and Opinions vary with tht 
Times, tis neceſſary to expect the worſtth 
we may be prepared for, and avoid our M 
fortunes: for Princes Minds and the InterelsM 
of ſtate frequently change, nor can any Miu Mn 
ſter expect to be better uſed than a Poſt How 
who is rid toſuch a particular Stage and tha Bi j;/ 
turn d out a grazing. Hence it Is, that tie. , 
leaſt Alteration raiſes a Storm, ſufficient Oft . 
_ overturn the Veſſel of the moſt experien n tl 
Court-Pilot, The particular Confidend 
which a Prince places in a Subject, is a Nos. 
about his Neck, whereby he ſecures him fil 
to his intereſt, and furniſhes him with a ſuſſic 
ent Pretence to hang him upon the 1 
dane _ 
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bouſie of divulging Secrets which the other 
perhaps never dreamt of. Few had fallen 
vithout hopes of riſing again, had they not 
been firſt raiſed above their Condition. As 
greatdiffidence in a Prince is the Foundation 
Jof infallible Security, ſo Fear ſhould be a Bridle 
for Subjects to keep'em at a continual diſtance. 
Courts are Seas toſs'd every Moment with 
Variety of Tempeſts, and that Calm which 
ve may be ſure of elſewhere for the Space of 
two Days is not ſtable there two Hours, nay fre- 
quently he who has been able to hold out ma- 


and countenanc'd with the ſweet Gales of his 
Prince's Favour, at laſt when near the Harbour 
has found himſelfovertakenwith ſo ſudden and 
dlent Hurricane that he has been Shipwrack d. 
So that even Proſperities of this kind may pro- 
Perly be called moſt unhappy, and Princes 
Favours miſerable. Entertain your Thoughts, 
Wherefore, ſometimes with theſe Reflections, 
Ind conſider that ſuch an Intimacy has rui- 


| 
| 
. 
: 


j 


þ neither to be envied, or deſir'd, which 
at firſt is doubtful, then grows dangerous, and 
in the end is accompanied wich certaia Loſs, 
For this Reaſon, the ſafeſt Courſe for Sub- 


jects, were to imitate the Egyetian Dogs, 
hen driven by Thirſk, tl the Ri 
ven driven dy Thirſt, they run to the Ri- 


ver Nilus, and for fear af the Cracadiles 


y Years being made proſperous by Fortune 


7 lap 
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ed many, made but few happy, and eſta- 
dliſh'd the Fortune of none. That purchaſe 
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it their Trade, confidently to publiſh in. 


of the World, and that Grubſtreet At: 


Folly and Impudence, as the latter have 
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lap here and there a little, never Raying 
long enough to run the Hazard of being de. 
vour'd. | 6 i 


LETTER LX 
To Plimus Majo, 
His Majeſty commands him to expunge the 


Saying of his, Non eſt Liber tam malu, 
qui non aliqua parte prodeſſe poſit, 


. . 


Itherto we have endur'd the Repei. 
tion of that Saying of yours, Non ef 
Liber tam malus, qui non aliqus parte proteſt 
palit; but being credibly inform d that there 


are ſeveral Preſumptuous Dunces, who make 


methodical incohereat Books every Day 
in ſpight of Modeſty and the Reflection, 


thors are arriv d to that pitch of Vanity, 
contend evenw ith the moſt Learned and I 
ous of our Literati upon particular Subjetis 
wherein the former have betray'd as much 


Learning and Modeſty: We thought | 
proper to adviſe you to recant this ſayin} 
of yours; for we can aſſure you, there a" 
many inſipid Performances of this my 

. Which 
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which are equally deſpis'd by the Reader and N 
the Book-ſeller. | 


* 


— 


LETTER LXXXII. 
To Thales Milefius, | 


| His Majeſty commands him to retant one of | 
his Sayings about Philoſophers. 


A T the repeated Inſtances of our moſt 
Dear Philoſophers, we reſolved to 
command you immediately on Receit here- 
of to appear at our Court, where you ſhall 
openly confeſs that Apothegme of yours, 
Faciliter poteſt Philoſophus ditari ſi vult, to 
be mandofily falſe; ſince cis certain, that he 
who has no other Profeſſion but good Philo- 
ſophy, is in a fair way to ſtarve with Hun- 
ger; for all the Philoſophers come to Par- 
Baſſes with pale Countenances, threadbare 
Cloaths, and extenuated Carkaſſes; fo that 
immediately on their Arrival, our well be. 
loved Muſes are forc'd to feed *em with the 
minc'd-Meat of Verſes, to keep them from 
Fainting, and our beſt Writers Cloth them 
with {ome oeconomizcal Precept, elſe they 
would ſtarve with Cold, _ | 
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ETTER LXXXII 


To Ptolomp. 


He is ommanded in ſuppreſs that Sting; Sj 
ens dominabitur Aſtris. 


E have always made a Jeſt of thoſs 
who have treated at large of aftrole. 

ical Sciences, whoas if they had found out 
real Foundations to build Judgments and De. 
eiſions on, have made it their whole Profeſſ- 
on; for he who has Writ moſt, has known 
leaſt of the Matter : Bur if any ane who has 
boldly paſs d his Judgment on Futurity, and 
preſum'd to ſee Events as infallible, which 
he hes drawn from many Conjectures, lus 
ehanc'd to hit the Point; tis no wonder 
that his Predictions ſhould once happen true, ti 
after he has told a thouſand Lies, which 
has ſo much rais'd the Credit of the P. 
feſſion, and procur'd it a Reputation among 
the Ignorant. As the Diſtance of Heaven 
bears no proportion to our Sight, ſo the li- 
fluence ot' the Stars is not an Object propor: 
tionate to Human Underſtanding; wheretor 
to pretend to foreſee their Effects would be: 
_ fooliſhPreſumption, becauſe Previſion is oned 

rhe chief Branches of the Divine Prerogativs 
which the Almighty keeps to himſelf. 7. 
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Man's Underſtanding reach thus far, his 
prudence would be of a Nature more no- 
ble than that of Angels. But Man can- 
not content himſelf with the noble and di- 
ſtinguiſhing Prerogative of Reaſon, where- 
by he is able to avoid Evils and chuſe the 


vens, trace the riſe and ſetting of the Stars, 


ſpects, and ſearch into their Natures, with- 
out conſidering how Fooliſh his Labours 
are, to aim at the Knowledge of what 1s 


know what is done here below even 1n 
the next Province. This we have written 
las an Introduction to our Opinion of A- 
ſtrologers. Now as to your Saying, Sapi- 
ens dominabitur aſtris, we command you to 
aboliſh it till farther Orders; For being ſa- 
* that the Stars influence all equally 
an 
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Wluences on the Wile, tho? they are receiv'd 
Wy them with Steadyneſs of Mind; and 
ſince Evils cannot be avoided becauſe they 


2 
fore 


hat a wiſe Man has an Aſcendant over the 
Stars, Beſides, ſince it is agreed upon by 
all hands, that the Wiſe Man cannot govern 


be Ignorant, how much leſs ſhould he ha 
able to rule the Stars, OP 


I. EI. 


Good, but muſt aſpire even above the Hea- 


purſue their ſwift Courſe, obſerve their A- 


done in Heaven, when he cannot certainly 


indifferently, and ſhed their worſt In- 


annot be foreſcen, tis a falſhood to affirm, 


„ 
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Letters frm APOLLO: | 


To Thales Cretenlis. 


gu Majefty chides him for heving probibing 
: x Lg Rhetorick in his Land 3; 


biting the Art of Rhetorick, diſturb i 
and all our Lawyers who eſteem it moſt 
profitable to the Common-Wealth. We 
cannot imagine any other Reaſon for this 
Prohibition, but the Opinions of Socrates and 
Plato, who thought Orators Publick Cheat, 
that bewitch*d the People with their Eb. 
quence. But this Art is not only Profitable 
but abſolutely Neceſſary ; for you ought to 
conſider, that Notions which cannot be ex 
preſsd are uſeleſs, and that by the help f 
Eloquence many have regain d their Right, 
and the Ruin of many a Family has been 
prevented: I grant, that it may deceive ric 
and bewitch the Ignorant People, and in- Me! 
poſe theſe things upon them as Profitadk Mthe 
which are of dangerous Conſequence: Yet WC+ 
this is no reaſon why it ſhould be prohibited, hal 
for by the ſame Rule, all the other Bleſſingꝭ Ol 
which we have perverted to an ill Uſe might WW 
as juſtly be forbid. The Difficulty lies 1 
knowing to uſe it ſeaſopably : For the Taff. 
ons 
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ons often repreſent thoſe Ad ions as Profita- 
ble, which directly claſh wich Reaſon and 
ſuſtice ; wherefore were they not examin d 
before they were put in Execution, and re- 
ected when found to be hurtful, they would 
bring certain Ruine upon the Republick : 
Tis always expedient to Syllogize on the 
Foundations of Reaſon, nor is it leſs Advan- 
tagoius to hear contrary Opinions, for the 
chuſing of thoſe Means that are ſafeſt. To 
at without ſuch Precaution, were to act 
at random, and command blindly. Many 
have parry'd an irrepairable Damage by their 
Eloquence ; and others in Cafes of imminent 
Danger, have been able to repreſent Death 
ſo lovely, that they have perſwaded their 
Auditors to chooſe it rather than Life: Tis 
of greater Importance to ſpeak Eloquent- 
ly, than to argue Well, becauſe a good Di- 
of ſcourſe may deliver a Man out of the greateſt 
Dangers, and move even the Affection of an 
nemy; ſome have by the belp of Rheto—- 


ve Frick talk d themſelves intoplaces of the great- 
n- Welt Truſt and Importance, ohers have rais'd 
de their Families by it, and many Glorious 
let WCaptains have rousd the Courage of their 
ech half deſpairing Soldiers, ſpur'd em on to a 


Glorious Victory, and obtain'd more by their 
Words, than they could have done by their 
Arms. This Art being therefore of ſuch 
Vie, whilſt it is not abusd, you ſhould 

| | not 
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not have prohibited it in your Laws, that 
the Citizens might, not bè depriv'd of { 
great a Benefit; confidering that he who can. 
not ſpeak well, is eaſily perſwaded to belive 
himſelf miſtaken.” e 


„ 
7 
7 
Ls 
or 


LE TT EBA LXXXV. 
Jo the Collectors of Wonders. 


They are commanded to make up the Name 
of the Seven Wonders after the Fall if th 
Colloſſus of Rhodes, 


7 
4 


In the Ori- 
ginal e Any Years are now paſt ſince the fil 
"og of our famous Colloſſus at Rhodes, tht 
= Work of the ingenious Charetes finiſh'd bf 
twelve Years Labour. We were might) 
diſturb'd at the Fall; ſince the Piece for its 
cellent workmanſhip, which coſt above thre: 
hundred Talents, was deſervedly placd a 
mongſt the Number of the World's fer 
Wonders. But becauſe it enjoyed this H- 


nour only for the Space of fifty ſix Years, vt 
have decreed its place ſball be ſupplyed by# 
nother Miracle: and therefore we comma 
your Majeſty to place in it's Stead, & 
ther the Piety and Moderation of the Quil 
of England; or the Prudent Behaviour of I 
Royal Conſort Prince George, Who tho i 
has a juſt Title to the firſt ol e in the 13 
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Heart and Favour, has not aſſum d half that 
Authority nor coſt the Nation one third of 

the Money which many Favorites have done 

in former Reigns. 5 


LETTER LXXXVI 
7 Pelcennius Niger the Empe- 
He is praiſed by his Majeſty for refuſing to hear 


a Panegyrict read, which was made in his own 
Praiſe. 


Al 


le 

) E were ſo well pleaſed with your Caius pe- 

1 Majeſties «Modeſty in refuſing to ſcenaius 
ear your own Praiſe, that we reſolv'd to —_ 

rev rite you this Letter, that others may learn ſuured Em. | 
From the Applauſe we give you, to deſpiſe b & 
en . the Amy me 

"IF Jattery as you have done, and perform things Syria in the 
Worthy of praiſe, that they may be celebra- me of Di- 
1d for em, after their Death. To praiſe a dine Ii 
dan whilſt alive, were only to mock him; wt 4: 

, only OCK him; Joft bis 


or ſincere Glories are never publiſh'd till af. #4 i 4 
er Death. Nor do we ſo much wonder there 
ould be Paraſites and Gnatho's, as that theſe 

Would meet with any ſo fooliſh as to liſten 

their fulſom Panegyricks and be. pleaſed 

h em, tho at the ſame time they muſt be 

6 _ conſcious 
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conſcious to themſelves they never perfornyi 
or dreamt of thoſe Actions, which they hez 
themſelves applauded for. " "OM 
"Tis moſt inſufferable, that aSychophant fy 
the Lucre of a tew Crowns, ſhould preſent; 
Lord Major or ſome petty Governour of apr. 
vince with an Encomwm, to which. nothin if 
could be added if he had been to celebrate Ji 
rius, Hanibal; Scipio, or any other ofthe moſ 
famous Heros of the World. We therefore 
prziſe your Majeſt ies Prudence, and exhortyou 
to perliſt in this good Reſolution; being; . 
ſur'd thoſe are the only true Glories which 
are celebrated after our Death, becauſ 
Praiſe then cannot then be Partial or It 
tereſtel. AO wp 


EETTER LXXXVEI 0 

1 ps 3 

his praiſed by his Mejeſty for having fm 
puniſhed a Captain * diſobeyed þ 1 0 
A N 0 
5 — OO 

XA LL the Princes that have been famoeſt 
Ain War, have unanimouſly praiſed fo in 
exact Juſtice in the puniſhment of a Cap 


who diſobeyed his Orders. We exhort er 
—̃— therelil 
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therefore not to pardon. any Fault commit- 
ted in War; eſpecially that of Diſobedience; 
that is contrary to good Order and Diſci- 
pine, which are abſolutely neceffary in all Ex- 


daes. For which reaſon, many have 
„ poniſp d even thoſe Tranfgreffions, that have 
o {proved advantagious to em; confidering 
„that it is not convenient in War, to venture 
oy thing of importance an uncer- 


ain Foundation. And the Puniſhment ought 
o be the more Severe, becauſe tis an 
ent Maxim not to leave the Crimmal in a 
pndition of tranſgreſſing a. fecond tine. 


— n r 


LETTER LXXXVm. 
Jo the Keformers. 
hey are communaed by his Majeſty to paniſh all 


| Men, without Reſpect of Perſons, for Swear- 
| ing and Breach of Oaths. fe 


. 


er E have, to our great Satisfaction, . 


i; (1 been frequently informed of the find 


ole you make in the World about Reli- Maximili- 


on and Morality ; whether you are in ear- an be I. 
amaiſhelt or no, we ſhall not go about to deter- 
done; at leaſt you are to be commended for 
api ying ſo much Homage to the Name of 
rt ertue. We are very well ſatisfied that ma- 


ny 


erelol 
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ny a poor Sinner has felt the laſh of your in. 


for taking God's Name in vain. But thereare 
another fort of Oaths which we find you take 


They are ths go by his Majeſty for receiving i 
e 
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exorable Juſtice, and repented in the Stocks 


no manner of Notice of : One Man Swear 
by his Gentility, another by his Knighthoood, 
a third by his Honour; Now therefore if 
you would convince the World that you 
mean to go thorough ſtitch with your Re. 
formation, and that your Laws are not Cob. 
webs made only to catch Flys, prohibit 
under Stick Penalties, even the Uſe of theſe 
Chimerical Oaths likewiſe; at leaſt, unleſ 
the Party can prove by a Certificate under 
his Mothers Hand that he is juſtly intituled 
to em. = 


— 


— 
* 


LETTER LXXXIX. 
To the Spartans: 


Law made to prohibit the giving Portim 
with Women in Marriage, &c. 


"HE Pleaſure which we receiv'd wha 
we heard of your prudent reſolulion i 
ſubmit to the Law for prohibiting the 0 | 
ern 
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ing Portions to Women towards their Mar- 


g 


riage, mov d us to write you this preſent * 
ter, with our praiſe and approbation. We 
wiſh that all the World would follow your 
Example, for their own benefit; for tis a 


perpetual Slavery at ſo dear a price, and 
pay for being enjoyed, by thoſe Men who 
defire 'em, and want them for the preſerva- 
tion of their Families; ſince they ſhould be 
rather bought by theſe who have ſo great 
occaſion for em. If this was the Cuſtom, 


heir Fortune, 


moſt ridiculous abuſe, introduc'd by the mea- 
neſt of the Sex, that Women ſhould buy a 


as it ought to be; many pretty Women, who 
are neglected for their Poverty, would nor 
e oblig'd to ſell their Virginity to improve 


146 


will not be contented to wait for it till aft 


in his own Vindication: for ſupbraiding being 
generally thought the firſt ſtep to Repentance 


freely own themſelves indebted to the Fi 
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EETTER XXXXVIL | 
J0 Muolanus: 


He is reprov d by his Majeſty for by aft Fork hs 
2 he had given the Empire to Veſpeſian, F 


) Eing credibly informd that you Re. 
J port Veſpaſiau is obliged to you for the 
Empire, we thought fit by this preſent 
Letter, to make you ſenſible or your Errors, 
and let you ſee the dangers wherein you are 
involved. Take therefore this Caution ;that 
no Reproach againſt ' a Prince: ſhould ever 
proceed from a SubjeQ's Mouth; unleſs it be 


it may breed jealouſy in the Prince, and 
make him believe, that as boaſting of bene- 
fits betrays Ambition, ſo this Oſentation 
may turn to Repentance, and move the gier 
to reaſſume his Gift by Force. Princes wil 
not allow their Grandure to depend upon 
any one but themſelves; and rather than co. 
2 they are oblig'd for it to another Hand 


vour of Fortune; Becauſe they have reaſo 
tofear that they who deſerv'd it before e 


the! 
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their Death. Fer this reaſon many have re- 
warded thoſe with Death, who raiſed 'em 
to the Throne”; judging ingratitude to be the 
moſt ſecure payment they could male; and 
becauſe they have juſt Grounds to fear that 
he who boaſts of great Services, ſhould en- 
tertain equall Pretenſions: and not thinking 
himſelf ſuitablyirewarded, grow Ambitious, 
and endeavour to repay himſelf; ?Tis neceſ- 
fary for a Subject to forget the Services he 
has done, and cloak his Ambition, that he 
may not receive the greateſt of Loſſes, in- 
ſtead of the moſt conſiderable Returns. 


LETTER NXCl 
Ho IensCiticus. | 
His Maje 45 commands him to declare that Jaya 


ing of his Falſe; Veritas multis non epet 
Verbis. N 


HO 'we are ſatisfy d that our good Phi- 
1 boſophers have made the common be: 
nefit the end of their Actions, and done their 
utmoſt endeavour to purge the World 
from Vices, by their Precepts and Exam - 
ples; nevertheleſs becauſe we muſt forne- 
umes comply with Cuſtom, and Swim with 

| 13 — the 
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Courts of Judicature in Exgland, before the 


Cornelius 

Babus was 

_ whe firſt 
Foreigne 
that ever 
had the Ho- 
Your to be 


practisd as ſuch ; Veritas multis Verbis nn 


| | | ; 

To Q. Pedius and Coꝛnelius Ba⸗ If * 
His Majeſty reproves em for the Adviee thy i 
gave Pompey. 21875 1 
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the Tide which we cannot hinder, that the 
Horſe by running furiouſly with the Bridle on 
his Neck, may learn by his own, damage to 
obey the Bit, we command you to recant a 

Saying, which tho true in it ſelf, yet is not 


eget :for you know very well, how / many Words 
are requiſit to make it known: Since many a 
Cauſe has been depending twenty Vears in the 


Judge could come to the Knowledge. of the 
Truth, and at laſt his Decree has been re- 
vers d by Appeal. 12 10 boo! 


dC. — „ — * - — „ 


l 5 — q „ 
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LETTER XC 


IH E fame occaſion, which made us 
write ſome few Days ago t0''Mecens 


Privy Counſellor to C. Julius Ceſar, made 


us ſend you this Letter, to let you know. 
That he who relying upon the Momentat) 


Conſul a Calm, which appears on the Countenance of 
Rome. his Prince ventures to fail, with Familiar 


— y 
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ty on the hazardous Sea of his Secrets, ſhall 
never be happy: For tis as dangerous to give 
good Advice as to engage in great Enterpri- 
zes. And therefore ?tis not Prudence in a pri- 
vate Man, to give his Prince profound and un- 
foreſeen Counſel, becauſe Monarchs will 
never allow their Subjects to be Wiſer than 
themſelves; and think it apiece of Policy not 
to have too Wiſe a Counſel: Take care 
thefore for the future, conſidering that he 
who pretended to fight for the Liberty of 
his Country, only that he might the eaſilier 
deſtroy it and make himſelf abſolute, as 
he ought to make it his Endeavour to con- 
ceal his Deſigns, ſo it was his Intereſt to 
cut of thoſe Heads which were beſt able to 
give Advice, and dive into his Intenti- 
ons. We give yon the like Advice 
about Inſtructions, which if they are too 
ſubtil, meet not with a favorable Recepti- 
on: Becauſe Princes think it not for their 
Intereſt their Subjects ſhould be too Brisk 
and Lively, nor can they endure they ſhould 
ſhew their ſelves Wiſer than their Maſters. 


150 


Services, nor puniſh Crimes. When : 


judicial to the Princes Reputation, or in- 


you this preſent Letter for a Puniſhment, 
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75 Felix Preſident of Judeg. 
He is reproved by bis Majeſty for his Improdenc 3 


in puniſhing of Crimes. 


. H E Account which we had of your 

Imprudence in puniſhing of Crimes, 
atfected us in fo ſenſible a manner, that to 
ſhew our juſt Diſpleaſure, we reſolv'd to ſend 


ſince the Vengeance you deſerve has hitherto 
ſpared you. He who cannot diſcern, much 
leſs judge of Offences ; he who cannot inflict | 
a. Puniſhment proportionable to the Crime; ¶ hi 
and he that is not ſenſible of the Advantage il th. 


of Juſtice, but ſuffers himſelf to be guided 


by his Paſſions, is unworthy to ſit on: 
Throne, and repreſent the Perſon of the Al. 
mighty. *Tis an unſpeakable Shame, that 
Princes ſhould not know how to reward 


Shew of Severity and Rigour may be pre- 


creaſe the Puniſhment, *tis a neceſſary Pu- 
dence: to uſe Mildneſs, for ( ſince Delay robs 
not Juſtice of its Due) it matters not, tho 
Juſtice be defer'd, providing it at lengti 
ſtrike home like Thunder. As it is ſome- 

| times 
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times neceſſary to wink at a Fault, ſo it is 
to defer the Puniſhment, to make it the more 
certain. Cruelty terrifies, and occaſions Re- 
ſentment in theſe who behold it; *Tis there. 
fore better toinflict Puniſnments inſenſibly, 
than to render them formidable. And when 
Severity. is neceſſary in the Diſcharge of Ju- 


* 


ſtice, it requires Diſeretion to uſe it; becauſe 
nothing that is Violent can be durable. Re- 
| medies ought to be ſharper than Diſeaſes, 
but unſeaſonable Chaſtiſement occaſions new 
Faults inſtead of correfting them: Know 
therefore, and hold this for certain, that the 
ſafeſt Maxim, is to act in ſuch a manner, that 
the Criminals may not be ſenſible of the Paiu, 
till they are actually puniſh'd ; and ſo may 
humbly ſubmit to kiſs the Whip that laſnd 
| them. COT SSIS: 


8 *. IS » af x " 
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BL LETTE R XCIV. 
To MenelausK. of the Lace: 
” demontans, 


His Majeſty condoles the F ligbt af his | Wi 
Helen. 


W E were very ſenſibly afflicted for the 
. Flight of your Majeſty's Wife, not 
ſo much upon the Account of her fall from 
Virtue, as for the Ruine which we foreſee 
prepar d for all 4%, which will prove, that 
Women are the Cauſe of the greateſt Eyil 
in the World : Wherefore Men ſhould mak: 
uſe of 'em for Neceſſity, enjoy *em without 
loving, and not engage their Honour for 
em, remembring that it is perpetually de 
caying in their Hands. But iince a Cuſtom 
firſt brought in by Affection, and preſerv' 
by Charms, is hard to be alter d; we adviſ 
your Majeſty to behave your ſelf with Pn. 
dence, and attempt to recover her, not that 
ou may enjoy, but chaſtiſe her, and kae 
her a memorable Example to Poſterity, tit 
Women may learn to live honeſt, (a thing 
which we almoſt deſpair of,) or that Me 
to avoid Inconveniences, may learn not i 
regard the immodeſt Actions of Women! 
conſidering that all the Spies in the Wor 
| Calls 


cannot keep em; becauſe that Woman who 
is not Honeſt by Nature, cannot be made ſo 
by Art : And none of the frail Sex ſhouldbe 
believ'd in any other thing, but this, "That 
| they have had- carnal Knowledge of Man, 
when they are is ſeen to bring forth. 


'To Sir Faancis Bacon. 
His Majeſty commands him to remove that ſaying, 
Suz Fortunæ quiſque eſt Faber. 5 


O U may frequently have heard of our 
| | latention, to purge the Writings of our I the 0% 
Literati, from thoſe fayings, which the Apries 
World knows to be falſe, and treats with 
corn; Therefore we command you to ſup- 
( Wpreſs that Treatiſe of yours, Sue Fortune unus- 
e W9zi/q; ef Faber, ſince we know the Title 
„. Wot rhe Book to be manifeſtly falſe; for it 
at Wcannot be meant of the Fortune of the Mind 
ie FWbut of the Body: And daily Experience 
wWihews, that there is a great number of Li- 
erat, Men of profound judgment, and 
len extraordinary Merit, who are reducd to 
aggertream Miſery, not having any thing to 
en elels rhemſelves with but naked Virtue; 
row hich has not been ſufficient to purchaſe em 


Comm 


all I a {mall 
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a ſmall Annuity to preſerve em from tie 
Curſe of Thread bare Poverty... _ 


LETTER XCVL 


His Majeſty commands, him to, let the Wall 
know Horace's Diſſ. atis action, becauſe they 
write Comment a ies on his Works. 


„ TH E repeated Adreſſes and Petitions 
ano reſented us by our beloved Hu, 
| 3 that no more Commentaries ſhould be uri 
tas Ta. on his Works, have mov'd us to employ you 
cit. the only Perſon whom himſelf thought wor: 

thy of ſo conſiderable a Truſt, to give the 
World notice, that Horace is not Ambitios 
of any more Commentators, ſince tis impo. 
ſſible they ſhould add to the Glory and Re 
putation he has already acquir'd: And if yor 
pleaſe, you may tell the worthy Libray 
Keeper from us, that in our Opinion be 
might employ his time to a much better Ad- 
vantage, in ſome other Studies, more ſuitabl 
to his Age and Profeſſion. IN 
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LETTER XCVIL. 


T0 preraſpes. 

He is reproved by his Me eſy for letting Cam- 
elle hav That he was acquainted with bis 
Drunkenneſs. 12 


HO our Advice comes too late to be of 
Service to you, yet we were reſolv'd 
ot to omit writing to you, to prevent your 
alling into the hke Errors for the future. 
You have been Guilty of a piece of Folly al- 
noſt unworthy of Pity, becauſe it is contrary 
o Flattery, the firſt Leſſon of Courtiers; « 
ice of as great Advantage to him that 
erves, as it is Prejudicial to him that com- 
nands; nor is it in the leaſt Scandalous to 
nake uſe of it, becauſe it cannot be laid a - 
de without emminent Danger :for as he who 
annot Diſſemble is not fit to Command, 
d he who cannot Flatter knows not how to 
dey: Becauſe Princes never think 
lves well ſerv'd by thoſe who prefume to 
ſtruct them; and will not ſuffer themſelves 
be ſubjet to a Pendant or Tutor; for 
ey take it as an Affront to be inform'd that 

py Perſon is Wiſer than they, becauſe they 
ght to know more than other Men: And 
ce they fancy they are not thought Vici- 
9 ous, 


J. 
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ous, twere prudent Diſſimulation to pretegg. 
you think them compleatly Virtuous, eſps, 
cially if their Vices offend none but them 
ſelves, and are leſs grievous than maniſeſt 
"Tis not the Buſineſs of a Courtier to aimſo 
much at the Performance of his Duty, x 
the gaining an Intereſt in his Prince's Affect. 
ons; For Princes always prefer him whole 
the luck to hit their humour, before a mor 
accompliſhd Perſon: And as every Man j 
well pleasd to hear his own Praiſe, ſo ar 
they diſpleas'd to bz told of their Vice, & 
ſpecially if they be ſuch, as they either can. 
not or will not correct; becauſe there is no 
Man fo diſſolute, as to rejoyce that he j 
thought Vicious. He who ſerves a Prim 
ought to hear much, ſpeak little, {ee nothig 
and not to come near his Prince, unleſs it is 
to ask a Favour: But at all other times i 
keep that diſtance as if he had not the 6 
nour to be acquainted with him. He vn 
loves familiarity with his Prince, conſda © 
not the Danger of loſing it quickly wil 
his Life; and therefore many who H 
been honour'd with a particular Intimad 
and Truſt, have ſoon carried the honour We 
em to the Grave; Therefore a Princes "i 
vant ought not to know much for hinge 
and les. for his Maſter. Learn from ti 

| Advices then to Far Ignorance dl 
things, eſpecially of your Prince's Vice 
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not to be ſparing of Flattery; for you will 
Pever gain any thing by Ingenuity: Remem-, 
ring, that only one good Man is heard, but: 
ppreſsd by hundreds of Sycophants; and 
hat Princes, believe two Liars ſooner than 
ne Man that ſpeaks the Truth. 
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e ds. praiſed by his Majeſty for moving that 
Lentulus 4 Cethegus might be put to 
Death, who were Accomplices in Cateline's. 
Conſpiracy. „ Rn hate nods 


KJ 1TH fo great Satisfaction do we re- 
oceive the News of the noble Actions 
our Sages, that we immediately take care - 
have em regiſtred in the Books of Im- 
rtality. We have always had a particu- 
FEſteem for your Merit, becauſe you have 
en ſuch- pains to preſerve your Country 
Commonwealth: Nor can we omit this 
oortunity to applaud you, for the ſound. 
vice you gave to have Lentulus and Ce- 
zus put to Death, who were Accomplices 
th Catiline in his horrid Conſpiracy. - Cati- 
s impiety to his Country was certainly 
great: 
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great: tho not of the firſt Impteſſion he 
cauſe he who intends to build his Forty 
upon the deſtruction of others, confidersny, 
thing but the Advantage he ſhall gain by di 
Action, therefore judges the Enterptize l 
ful, tho it be unjuſt; and glorious, cho te. 
ver ſo cruel. Man naturally covets Auth. 
rity no lefs than Life, and he who will no 
embrace it when a fair Opportunity offer, i 
a Fool; For tis impoſſible to be acquiatel 
with the Happineſs of reigning, till weleaye 
the Miſery of obeying; And tho' Authority 
be alſo attended with many Inconveniencey 
and Danpers; yet it is not leſs ſecute tha 
Servitude; What Wiſe men have writ 
upon this Fopick, is much eaſier to be 
than digeſted into Practice; and there an 
many who {light Authority, purely to ren 
their Slavery leſs infamous, and mil. 
Burden fit lighter on their Should in 
others who have ſeem'd voluntarily | 
renounce the pleaſure of Command, tl 
done fo becauſe they could not avi - 
For which reafon tis to be believ'd, Win: 
he who attempts not Soveraignity, kt 
himſelf unable to attain it; And tha tif 
are few Subjects in a Common-wealth il 

would refuſe abfolute Dominion, if they 
_ certain that they could maintain it; fof ec 
all command for Grandure, yet they Wing 
for Liberty ;and Slavery in a Common wenge a 
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is not diſtinguiſh'd from other kinds of Suh. 
jection, but in the Nobility,wherefore it may 


Every one deſires to bethe Head rather than 


a Member; becauſe, while he depends upon 


racies, for the ſake of independent Authority; 
For the only reaſon why the Members rife 
ot up againſt the Head to invade its offi 

s becauſe they want Underſtanding. Theſe 
Bodies therefore that have Members capable 


s if Conſpiracies were in agitation, becauſe 
hey cannot be ſeen at a diſtance. Beſides, 
vhen they are once grown to a head, they 
annot be eaſily ſuppreſsd : And tis a cer- 
ain Rule that he who expoſes Authority to 
dazard will lole it. For the ſure Preſerva- 
on of the Republick, the Patricii ſhould 
ave their Authority in the Senate ; remem- 
ring, That he who carries it out from the 
eſt, will engroſs it ta himſelf. Your Res 
blick, which is compoxd of too high heads, 
hoſe Authority is for the moſt part was 
ring, has no ſigns of long Life; becauſe 
equality in 5 reſemble the 
mours in the Bod , winch bi oppoling 
e another, — 3's — of the 

whole. 


11 


159 
be juſtly calld a noble and Lord. like Slavery. 


any other, he cannot be calld his own Ma- 
Iſter; No wonder therefore that there are 
frequent Revolts, Conjurations and Conſpi- 


o diſcharge the Employment of the Head, 
ught to ſtand perpetually on their guard, 
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whole. But Fortune; who 1s not as yet wea: 


160 


diſcover Catiline's Conſpiracy, and we are 
glad to hear that Remedies have been ap. 
plied in time. We highly applaud your pru- 
dent Counſel, to cauſe Lentalus and Cethe: 
gus to be put to Death, becauſe Crimes of 
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ficient Rigor. And ſince Traitors cannot 
be diſtinguiſhd by their Deſert but Malice, 
they ought to be equally punifhd ; In im- 
tation of thoſe who fearin 


the very Foundations. 
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To Mr. C---1--ve, 0 


ub . 
„ INJ E have in other Letters given yo! 
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in the Thought and manner of Expreſſion ac 
equally to be admired; It was no fmall SatF 
faction to us, to find that you had attivel 
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ry of protecting you, has been pleasd to 


this Nature can never be puniſhd with ſuf. 


| a new Com- 
1 buſtion from the burning of a Houſe, not 
only pull down the burnt Walls, but dig ay 


LETTER X. 


Proofs of our Affect ion, and aſſr d 


or. Ful- V 7 
vius Teſti, en of our Royal Favour ; we were might 
ly pleaſed with your Excellent Poems, whelt- 


Don 


ey 


or 


or: 
Our 
and 


our 
eve 


ou 
an 
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to ſuch a Degree of perfection; that the 
preſent Age, fo long as ſhe poſſeſſes you, 
has no reaſon to Envy the former; her Shake- 
peres, Spencers and Johnſons. But ſince your 
Merits have juſtly raiſed you to ſo conſide- 
rable Preferments. We would adviſe you 
to ſpend your time no longer in Poetry ; 
Wave that profeſſion to the Poor; for Fortune 

never was a Friend to Poets. 
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EETT RN G. 
To Mr. Dod well. 


H E Applauſe which your Virtue has n ibe ori. 
1 met with in Parnaſſus; obliges us 3 
bonour you frequently with our Letters, to ffuentes. 
ew the whole World the eſteem we have 
or your Merit; who are ſo well qualified 
or all thoſe Offices and preferments, which 
our Modeſty makes you refuſe whilſt Exg- 
and and Ireland contend as hotly for the Ho- 
jour of your Reſidence and Education as the 
even Cities did for Homer after his Death. 
ou have well maintaind the Character 
ankind has given you by your late per- 
ormances; and being fatisfied what Value 
e World ſets upon you, we command you 
o cauſe all Writers for the Future to make 
97 Dit. WP: © 56: 49" Sg 
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no more uſe of that ſaying, Exitus acta probaf; 
becauſe tis evident that many of our good 
Servants, and faithful Friends have made 
an End quite different from their Beginning, 
and left no Room to judge by their Action, 
what they were; many who have been te 
nown?'d for Vrituous Actions, have loſt their 
Lives and Reputations difgracefully ; whilſt 

others abounding with Diſſolution and Vi. 
ces have made a glorious Cataſtrophe, and as 
our Wiſe Seneca ſaid, Initium omnium rerum 
Sapiens, noh exitam Spectæat. Initia in wſiri 
poteſtate ſunt, de eventu Fortuna judicat. 


We" " = a 
1 X. Wm i 


rng 
To Lito. 
He is reproved by his Majeſty for having tm 


warmly undertaken the Defence 5 Herodes WM [ir 
Sons, whom he had condemned to Death. vic 


n - 


LI Ecanſe we deſign the advantage of al 
Mankind indifferently, we have wil 
you this Letter, which may be of uſe to 50 
on ſome other occaſion, to teach you nei 
to oppoſe your Princes Reſolves tho? the 
be ugjuſt, In this conſiſts the Art of fe 
ving well for a long time, and — 


ty. He who loves the Intereſt of his Prince 
more tljah his own, ruus the hazard of Ruin- 


* 


55 


guilty of no other Fault, bu 
the Will of your Prince. 


—_—— Reaſons 


vice is dangerous A Servant is not oblig'd 
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In the Ort- 
ginal to Co- 
lonel Fran- 
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Reaſons againſt the Power of him who owns 
no other Laws but thoſe of his own Will; 
however we aſſure you of our Favour, and 


encourage you to meet the ſtroke with con. 


ſtancy; for we promiſe to receive you into 
Parnaſſus; being in the mean time perſwz- 


ded, that by your Example, Men in your 


Condition will learn, that Princes hold Fa. 
vours done to Offenders (whom they have 


condemn'd) unpardonable Crimes, Interceſ- 


ſions in their behalf beget Jealouſies, and c. 


pam excuſare, altera culpa eſt. 


—— 


LETTER al 

To His Gꝛate the Duke of Oꝛmond 

He is Prais'd by his Ma j eſty for having gem: 
roufly requited ſuch Liberati as Bell 
Books to him. 5 2 


HE Favours, done to our good Sr: 
vants, are gratefully receiv'd and 


cis Cezza. eſteem'd by us, we always remember em, 


this preſent Letter to let you know the Sa 


and the Perſons from whom they come. 
And therefore being mightily pleas d that 
your Grace has ſo generouſly rewarded fer 
ral of our Literati, who have preſented yo! 
with their Performances; we have ſent you 
tis 
faction 
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faction we have receiv'd to ſee the eſteem 
duſtrious Men; who are ſecure of a Mecenaſs 
to Protect em, ſo long as England or Ireland 
are bleſs d by your Grace's 5 ; which long 


of Mankind, and the particular Promotion 


this Occaſion, to aſſure your Grace, that we 


have as great an Eſteem for the Generofity 
of your Mind, as the Nobility of your extra- 


ion ; and that your being ſo ſignal a Patron 
of Learning, has ſo engaged all our Lite- 
rati in your Service, that tho France and 
Spain had not already felt the Effects of your 
Conduct and Courage, tho your Expedition 
to Vigo had not enroll'd your Name amongſt 
the Victorious; your generoſity alone would 
have gain'd you a Noble Reſidence in Par- 


ou in Mind on ſuch occaſions to conlider no 
eſs the merits of the Author, who Dedicates 
Book to you, than 1 55 own generolity ; 
* ol if once the World is acquainted with 
our Love to the Literati, your Grace will 


6 be beſet with Swarms of Scriblers, who will 


al 


tions. 8 | 


Mj IE 


| of Learning and Virtue : We thought fit upon 


waſſ 4, However we muft not omit putting 


ob you of your Patrimony with Dedica- 


165 


you ſet upon the Works of Learned and In. 


may Heaven preſerve for the general Good 
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His Majeſty. diſapproves of their Cuſtom, tu I ' 
the next to the Crown ſbauld be Governour; ll © 
to their King when under Age. n 

Ho? it be very difficult to give Inftry. WM © 


; tions for Government, becauſe State f 
= icy is an intricate. Science; Nor is it po 
ſible to lay down general Rules to ſerve 

ſeveral Countries, yet we think our ſelves 
obliged to give Mankind ſuch Advice as 
their Neceſſities require; hoping that Ex. 
perience may afterwards inſtruct em beitet; 
20d that being in ſome meaſure illyſtrat 
then may learn to find out Remedies more 


ſuitable to the Rete Exigencies, and for the NW 
prevention of ſuch. as they are able to fo da. 
fe. We have frequently conſidered your ear 
Cuſtom of committing the Charge of your ie 
Infant King to his neareſt Relations, wiih Wa 
we ge may not be convenient, nor ſaiziot Bs © 
his Perſon. You know very well how my B's 
Turors have made themſelves Maſters; lee 


how apt Men are to be led away by i 
irreſiſtable Paſſion of Ambition; that there's 7p 
no temptation ſo difficult to overcome as ug 
1 5 \ {ol 
of Authority; whesg the Conquelt is 5% 
Fr y 
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eſteem'd a nob e E. Action, but the 
Effect of Cowardice and a mean Spirit. 
There have been many Examples of this 
kind, where Sons have forgot their Duty and 
all the ries of Nature; for which Reafon 
many Fathers are ſo wiſe not to truſt their 


own Children. He who's thoughts are fill'd 
with Ambition, entertains himſelf with no- 


thing but the Glorious and delightful proſpect 
of Soveraignty ; and he who is within one 
ſtep of it, cannot help thinking of it. An 
Infant King lives in continual Danger, and 
therefore tis neceſſary to conſider the na- 
ture, degree, quality, aud many other eir- 
cumſtances of the Perſons who are to be his 


Governors: But chiefly their Inclination to 


Reign, which ought neceſſarily to be ſup- 

l | +1 9 3 * | | 

\ 225d, tho' they are free from fuch Deſigns. 
We {peak not of Strangers, for ſuch a choice 
vould prove no better (rho? it were not {© 
dangerous) eſpecially in your Nation which 

r W<cannot conform to foreign Cuſtoms. But 
we 29vile you to make a mixt Government; 


that is of thoſe who are neareſt, and of ſuch 
or {es are remote, but let them be few; and be- 
ng of diereat Intereſts there will be no dan- 
nd 


ie ballance the Pretenſions of the other and 
eb upon this Occaſion we cannot omit giving the 


that 
n(, 


'1 
[110 


provided that the neareſt of Kin who can- 
M 4 - not 


ger of their Conſpiring, for one Party will 


Laws of England their due Praiſe, which have 


3 
—_— 


Vice verſa,) ſhall be Guardian to the Infant, 
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ſwet and toile all their days with more Con 
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not Inherit, (chat is of the Father's fide; in 
Caſe the Eſtate came by the Mother, and ſo 


— 
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L ET. T EAN 
To Men. 


| 
His Majeſty advices em not to trouble thir Ml 
heads about the Diſpoſal of their Eflats i; 
their Laſt Wills. a KA 
Eing inform'd of your Cuſtom oft. 
making Wills which you - deſign to MF d 

ave executed after your Death, which mo MW n 
ved our Laughter, we reſolv'd to write you WM pt 
this Letter, to open your Eyes, that youmay WM th 
walk no longer in this ridiculous Blindnels, lo 
and fo fooliſhly compleat the ſum of you Ac 
imprudent actions. We know that — R. 
who are fonder of Riches than Life, think I ye 


upon nothing, but treaſuring them vp, if iſ no 


they were to live many Ages, and are con: ch 


tent to deny themſelves Meat, Sleep, Cloaths, mi 
and the other A Supports of Life, nu tha 


to enrich themſelves but their Coffers; bit 


what we wonder at is, that they don't do ! 
this for ſome part of their Life, that the Te. 
may enjoy the reſt with more pleaſure; dM ver 


ſtadt 
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ſtant application than Ants, that they may 
die the richeſt, and moſt miſerable of Men. 
'Tis true the longer Men live, they are ſtill 
the more in love with Life; and the Ancient, 
who have learnt Wiſdom by Experieace 
enjoying Life more than Young Men, be. 
cauſe they know it better, think leſs of 
Death than thoſe who are Young, tho they 
frequently ſpeak of it ; but 'tis true, he 
who has liv'd longeſt, is neareſt his Death; 
and therefore ought. to enjoy the laſt part 

with more 2 making uſe of the 
fruits of his youthful Labours, and render the 
trouble of old Age ſupportable with a mo- 
derate uſe of thoſe good things which can- 
not be carry d to the Grave. But we are 
perſwaded that this Counſel is in vain, and 
therefore ſhall not expect it ſhould be fol- 
 low'd ; for habits are not to be broken by 
| Advice, nor Obſtinacy to be overcome with 
Reaſon. However, for once we ſhall adviſe 
you not to be too ſolicitous about your Wills, 
nor ſet your hearts too much upon the Ri- 


„ches which you found in the World and 
WM muſt leave there behind you; but let him 
aa that comes after you, take that trouble off 


your hands. ob | 
For the laſts Wills and Teſtaments of Poor 
Teſtators are but ſeldom fulfill'd, the rich ne- 
ver fail of Advocates to Plead their Cauſe, 
nor of Bribes to perſwade a Corrupt Judge 
| ro 
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His Majeſty blames ber. for having fer. 
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to deelare a Will void, or wrelt it to a Senf: 
the Teſtator never meant; Wherefore tis the 
beſt way to be your own Executors to d. 
of your Goods in your Life; to hays 
ichful Friends, not to be wiſh'd Dead hy, 
fore your time, and to enjoy thoſe Comfort 
which are nat to be had on the other ſide of 


the Grave. 
a : . IF x es > > YT F ' . EAN ot 


.To abel of Bavaria Q. of 


F rance, 


ber Husband Charles the 6th, ta Difinbeii 
ber Son the Dauphin. 10 


"HE News of your averſion to your Son 
1 «he Dauphin, lawful Heir of Chart 
the Sixth, his Father, occaſion'd ſo muci 
wonder and abhorrence of your Ungaturil 
Defigns in Parnaſſus, That not being able 
ſtifle the publick Reflections on this Occalion 
we have writ you this Letter, to make 00 
ſenſible of your Error, in hopes you wil 
amend. it. Tis true, the Death of the Dust 
of Burgund), Who was Kil'd whilſt unde 
the Dauphin's Protection, was a great Foul) 

| Frey 
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but yet not ſo hainous as to render him 
Unworthy of the Lawful Succefſion to the 
Crown. For he was his Enemy, and of a 
Family that had embrued their hands in the 
Blood of the Duke of Orleans. Rigour ought 
not ta be employ'd where Merey is neceſſa 
ry, And tho? you are ohliged to be juſt, yer 
you need not be cruel; and ſhould you for- 
get to be merciful, were Unnatural to lay 
alſde the Mother; you ought to hate the 
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He is blam d by his Majeſty for boaſting thu by 


the Empire to Veſpatian; But becauſe we 


this Kind for the future, leaſt you loſe the 


of not being able to maintain it, or leſt you 


Litters frm APOLLO, 
"LETTER cyl. 
To Mutianus. nt 


| gave the Empire to Veſpatian, 


E and our Politicians laugh'd heartily 
when we heard that you gave the 


have a particular eſteem for your Merit, we 
adviſe you to deſiſt from all Oſtentation of 


good Fame you have 1 by ſo many 
glorious Actions; For ſince Soveraignity 
ought not to be quitted even for a Father 
fake, where it may be lawfully kept ; No 
man will attribute a gift of this nature to 
generoſity of Mind, but Cowardice; andi 
will be reported, that you gave it up for fear 


ſhould loſe your Life with it. Nay, perhaps 
ſo incredible an Action will not meet with 
much belief; But if it ſnould, you mult 
own your ſelf a Fool to glory in that which 
ought. to be your Same. 


LE 1 
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To Paiſcus Helvidius Senatoz of 
Ee is blam d by his Majeſty for declaring that 
be would ſpeak freely in the Senate, at à time 


when the Repablick of Rome had nothing left 
but the bare Name of 4 Common-wealth. 


E write this Letter to perſwade you 
VV do lay aſide an Opinion you have ay 
taken up, and to deliver you out of thoſe 
Dangers which you either are not ſenſible of, 
or at leaſt do not ſeem to value, We know 
you to be an honeſt open-hearted Man, a 
over of Juſtice and your Country, where- 
ore your Actions have, and ſhall be cele- 
rated ſpight of Envy and Hatred, the ordi- 
ary Attendants on Virtue. But take heed 
our Ingenuity do not Ruin you, and that 
our liberty of Speech hinder not your liber- 
y of Living: For great Virtues and great 
ces are equally fear d in Republicks; And 
cious Princes, ſtudy no leſs how to deliver 
hemſelves from the Tongues of Good Men, 
han from the Swords of their Enemies: 
ou live. in a time wherein your Common- 
yealth retains nothing but the bare Name 
Liberty; the whole Authority of the Se. 

_ _ nate 


_—_— 


T. 
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nate being transfer'd in the Emperor's Ca. 
binet. And it is of equal Damage and | 
Scandal to your Senators, that whilk the | 
Emperòurs pretend to preſerve the Com. 
mon- wealth, that they may more eaſily de 
ſtroy it, they ſhould aſſemble to obey, in that 
place, W here they have Formerly comiianda 
all the Wotld. But ſince private Paffon 
which ealily gain footirig in Republicans 
have been the occaſion of the common He. 
ſtruction, we are not in the leaſt aſtoniſ'd 
at it, knowing that nothing can ſo EM. 
ally deſtroy a State as civil Diſcord and & 
dition. But fluce it is Four Misfottuit to 
tive only in the Shadows of the Roman Re 
Publick, in times wherein to talk of Juice iſ 
were Folly, ind to urge Reaſon a Crime: 
Concern your ſelf no more with the Aﬀaii 
of the Senate, and cloak the ingenuity d 

out Mind with Diſſimulation; for will 
Jute is o'erwhelind by Tyranny, duet 
Fain to endeavor her defence with wad; 
and when Vice prevails, *tis wiſdom to, 
ceal Virtue, eſpecially when it is ſurround 
With Enemies, and cannot appear but nig 


midſt of 5 0 All States that arc WW tc 
| {KA to change have their Seaſons, as the Ten in 


amd their Accidents, as the Days There art 
certain Varieties in the wheel of the Woll 
and of Fortune, to which Men muſt of & 
celſity conform themſelves with new Wi 
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new Habits and few Cuſtoms ; and he who 
reſiſts this great Courſe , offends none but 
himſelf *Tis Folly for a man to oppoſe him- 
ſelf ro thoſe things with Danger, which cats 
not be hinder'd with Advantage. Indeed a 
Wiſe man in honour to his Profeſſion , and 
for his own private Satisfaction, ought not 
to be afraid of fpeaking Reaſon, nor to con- 
ceal the Truth, meerly to avoid incurring 
the Diſpleaſure of a Tyrant. But none s 
obliged to live more for the benefit of others, 
than for himſelf 4 and there is no greater ob» 
ligation in the World, than that of pteſety- 
ing one's own Life. The Heart ſhould never 
be open'd but to Friends; and becauſe tis 
ery. difficult to diſtinguiſh em from Trai- 
ors, 'tis the wiſeſt way for Men to conceal 
SW heir Thoughts, leſt their Deſigns ſhould be 
rrevented. Many honeſt men have ſufferd 
e nore for their freedom in Speech, than the 
«WW rcateſt Villains have done for their Crimes. 
Therefore Candour is a Vittue which ought 
ot to be practis'd at all times; ſeldom with 
ai oteriors or Equals, but never with Princes; 


do plead for one's on ruine. He h 


: Moctent will ſoon be wearied, and like ohe 
e ho (wims againſt the Stream, loſe both Rs 
i rength and Life. He therefore Whoean- 
Fe do good by ſpeaking the Truth, is 55. 
nel —— 8 lig'd 


ate or to ſpeak againſt the Prince's hum, _ 
in oppoſe himſelf to ſuch ati impetuous 
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lig'd to hold his peace. Your Senate is no 
become an Aſſembly wherein nothing is treat. 
ed of but the deſtruction of the Common. 
wealth: And he who ſpeaks againſt the 
Prince's Deſign, offers an unſeaſonable Re. 
medy. Since you know therefore tis not in 
your Power to do your Country good, whill 
all the Roman Citizens neglect the Liberty 
of the Common-wealth , and think of no- 
thing but the Prince's Favour ; embrace 
Neceſſity, comply with Change, and come 
in for a ſhare of the Profit, proceeding upon 
this infallible Maxim, That to make 4 Pro- 
2 Voyage, you muſs never ſail againſt th 
ind. 


— — ** — 


LETTER A 


Jo Cambden, 


His Majeſty will not receive one f his Bott 
into Parnaſſus intituled, Elizabetha. 


* n ry a 


ts the . THE honours which we have forme!) 
CO done you, may convince you of the 


tara, « Eſteem we have for you, whoſe Learning 


. * £ 


Noble 1. known to all the World, and particular} 
reti. admird by our Virtuoſi; but as for youl 
Book which was brought to Parnaſſss, u 

der the Title of Elizabetha, we give 1 
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notice we would not receive it, nor ſo much 
| as permit it to be read; becauſe we know | 
chat the Piety, yo atmo 1 Juſtice, Conduct, 
Reſolution, and the Reſt of the Virtues of 
that moſt Noble Princeſs, cannot be com- 
pleatly delineated in one Book. Wherefore 
we counſel you to recall all-the Copies of 
that Piece extant, and ſuppreſs em, that the 
Praiſe due to the reſt of your Works may 
ot be diminiſhed by a Draught ſo far ſhort 
df the excellent Original. {2 


» 


—_ — —— 


— — 


Irin 
IJ the ts. 


ey are admoniſbed by his Majeſty not to give 
Princes Inſtructions of too great Importance. 


E have a particular Eſteem for lively 
\ Wits, and thoſe of an extraordinary 
entus, who can apply themſelves to Let- 
ts, and happily ſucceed in their Studies: 
d obſerving that many of them employ 
emſelves in Arms, and learning the inte- 
ts of Princes, to furniſh States with uſeful 
emoirs and Precepts, in hopes of obtain- 
g ſome generous acknowledgment for their 
abours; we adviſe em not to ſuffer them- 
ves to be ſo tranſported with the Expecta- 
N tion 


0 
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tion of a Reward for giving Princes pro. 
found Advice in State Affairs; being fully 
perſwaded that Princes hate Subjects, why 

now more than theniſelves. 


| To Dr. G. 
He is commanded to declare his Majeftir's Oui. 


nion what is the greateſt Misfortune in the 
World. LE 


unn. 


As ve have frequently Honour d youwith 
A our familiar converſation , as a Toke 
of the eſteem we have for your Virtue which 
is fo conſpicuous in our Kingdom; fo we 1 
ſolve to continue thoſe honours which you 
have deſerv'd. And becauſe we have often 
been ſolicited by our Literati to detlirt 
our Opinion what we think the greateſt ii 
happineſs in the World; fince ſo many Mn. 
ters have differed on this Subject, we com- 
mand you to let the World know that tht 
greateſt Misfortune is not to be old, and hare 
a Father alive; not to be noble, and Poor; 
not to be paſſionate and ambitious ; but to l 
judged by an Ignorant Magiſtrate. 


LET: 


a 8 4 A 9 1 
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To Thomas Garzoni, 
He is Commanded by bis Majeſty to add the 


Ambitious to the number of thoſe Fools whom 
he had deſcrib'd | 


LL your, Works yet brought to'Par- - 
A  naſſus , have been highly prais'd by 
us and our Literati; becauſe they gave emi- 
nent Proofs of your Wit, which has been 
wonderfully happy in all the Studies you have 
apply d your ſelf to, particularly in the De- 
{cription of Fools, which pleasd us migh- 
tily. But becauſe we did not find Ambi- 
tiotis Fools in your Number, a Nature of = 
Folly tranſcending all others, we command Ke 
you to add em, that your Book may not | 
be defective in ſo effential a Point, 
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LETTER CX I. 


To the Lacedemonians. 


His Ma jeſty praiſes em for the Care thy tat. 
in the good Education of their Chilaren, 


One of your Cuſtoms has render d yay 
more worthy ot our Favour than the 
cars which you take in educating yourChil. 
. dren; whereof we give you a manifeſt proof 
by this Letter. All the reſt of our Life & 
pends upon our Education, which gives ms. 
tion to all the Actions of Man; for the fi 
manners which are imbib'd with our M. 
ther s Milk, and confirm d by Cuſtom, never 
wear off. While the Age is tender, tis G. 
pable of any Impreſſion, and may be mad 
ſtreight, like a Plant, which if beat, cif 
vields; but when grown to a Tree, break 
ſooner than it can be forced to relinquilhis 
eſtabliſ'd ſhape. Many good Genius' ht 
been ruin'd for want of a prudent Praceptd! 
for the firſt habits always ſtick the cloſl 
Man is naturally more inclinable to Vit 
than Vertue ; and the beſt things when on 
depraved become the worſt. The Woll 
would be much better furniſh'd with Mend 
Learning and Virtve, did all Men ſhew ti 
ſame Natural Affection to their n ; 
Ri tali 
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taking Care of their Education, the beſt 


Portion they can leave em, and- inſtilling. 


[thoſe proſitable Maxims in their tender 
hearts, which they will be ſure to retain fo 
long as they live. The Mind of a Child 1s 


you pleaſe ; but if early care be not taken, 
thoſe vicious-Affections which are Natural 
o all Men, and have fo powerful a Com- 
and over us will get the Poſſ ſſion, and 
trongly maintain the Ground they bave got. 
e have often obſerv'd the wonderful diffe- 
ence which Education makes in Men of 
he ſaine Birth, and are verily perſwaded 
yere the Eagle and the Crow to change their 
oung, the Crows would learn to Soar againſt 
e Sun, and the young Eagles degenerate 
d a temper ſuitable to their Mean Educa- 
on. We have likewiſe taken notice that 
veral Men of excellent Natural Parts, have 


g, which might rexſonably have been ex- 
Cted from thoſe Endowments which has 
en beſtow?d on em; But this we aſcribe ta 
e wonderful Providence of God, who fore- 
ging the ill Uſe they would make of Let- 


hich they are never to exceed ; otherwiſe 


le to acquire, would never be ſatisfied. 
lum ipſum Petimus Stultitid. Since there 


dt made that conſiderable Progreſs in Learn- 


„ has ſet bounds to their Underſtanding, 


a blank Paper wherein you may write what 


owledge being ſo delightful, they who arg 


8 | 
„„ — r D rs hom ye. 4 
het: ROI ater pe SIS e ee ax 34h n * - aft WP 5 — 


NN TATE have frequently inform'd your Ms 


ee Fourth which is equal to your Deſerts who are ii 
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fore Nature liſtens more to the Dictates of 
Senſuality than thoſe of Reaſon , and Rang, 

in need of many Precepts to direct its Courſ 
aright ; we adviſe you to perſiſt in well eu- 
cating your Children: Remembring th 
Sentence of our beloved Horace. | 


Quo ſemel eſt imbuta recens, ſer vabit alm 
A 


— 
6 
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LETTER CXlll 
To Her Majeſty Queen Ant, 


She is praifed by Apollo for her ſingali Vi 
tue, for being 4 Friend, Protectreſi ani Bt 
nefatireſs to the Literati. 


ladif}aus jeſty of the Affection we bear you 


Pole, d greateſt of all thoſe Princes we Eſteem : 4 
Sweed- þ take this Opportunity to ſend yl 
land. reſh tokens of it; for we always confer al 
Faveurs according ro Merit. Our Kingd 

has never more ſolemnly applauded any thilf 

than your Majeſties moſt Glorious Action 

we were mightily pleasd to hear all our/ 8 

tuoſß ready to pay your Majeſty that Pr 

Which is your due, and fee Statues 61 


* 
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to your Memory even in our Court, where 
W our Secretaries are perpetually employ d in 
Jregiſtring the great Proofs of your Piety, 
WT Juſtice and Princely Generoſity. Your Arms 

have been a Thunderbolt to your Enemies 
abroad, and your Prudent Carriage has ſo 

confirm'd your Subjects Loyalty, that you 

have no Rebels to feel your Power-at Home. 
vou have ſecured Religion, ſettled the Crown, 

Wencouraged Virtue, and overcome Fortune; 

Lou have counted more Victories than. Bat- 

tels, and more Glories than Days. In fine, 

Wo many are the Virtues you poſſeſs, tis im- 

poſſible to pay you thoſe: Honors which you 

deſerve; But above all things we eſteem your 

EMajeſty for having deſerv'd the Crown by 
Eyour ſurprizing Virtue, before you ob- 
Itaind it by the ſole merit of Blood. We 
likewiſe applaud your Majeſty for being ſo 
great a Lover and Benefactreſs to our Lite- 
Pati; whom we are inform'd you generouſly 
reward upon all Qccaſions; Nay, even when 
they preſume to give you Advice in a Pedi- 
cation, the greateſt Error a Subject can be 
guilty of, Who ought to know his Sovereign 
muſt be infinitely wiſer than himſelf, and 
therefore ſhould never dare to give Counſel 
but when it is ask d, and then in a manner 
more ſuitable to his degree. Wherefare ta - 
king all tlie Favours conferr'd on our Literat i 
done to our ſelves, we return your Maje- 


. N 4 — 


* 2 o * * 
* . 4 
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| ſty many thanks for your Bounty to our good 
Servants, hoping that this De monſtration gf 
your Roya Favour, will ſpur them on 9 
deſerve more worthily by their Virtuous Ia. 
bours, and to engage as heartily, whenever 
Neceſſity ſhall require it, with their Pens in 
your Majcſties Service, as your faithful and 
victorious Generals have with their Swords 
abroad. | 


% 
f 
— — — — — 
F 07 * 4 
* * . . * . 7 


— a 
p > . ” — _ - 
- 9 = = : - > - *.£ - HY: . * C 1 * 2 "> — a ta +6 4s wr 22 'Y 2 
2 uk = . — a3 th — — r 
a N — — " - 8 — : 2 : 
— ic 
b r ., Gq AVF ² — . N 8 We. —x 
4 " Ln, * 4 8 7 * 
. ; "2 
2 
= 
5 


LE Tu! 


7. Aberto Fabit. 


He is commanded to expunge that Sin, 
x Proptcr peccata veniunt adverſa. 


L 1 


| TE have ſo particular a Veneration f 
W the Apothegms of our beloved L. 
rati, that we would never ſee 'em liable u 
- Diſpute, much leſs to the Contempt of the 
World; wherefore we thought fit to inform 
you that for ſome Ages laſt paſt according 
to the moſt Critical Remarks of Mankiad tie 
W.:cked only have proſper'd, the Godly bel 
oppreſod, and their Children turn'd out d 
doors, we could give you many laſtapes? 
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this kind; but ſince your ſelf cannot be ig - 
norant of the Matter, we ſhall not trouble 
you with 'em at preſent : Now fince the 
practice of the World ſeems directly to 
Claſh with your Sentence, Propter peccata 
Leniunt adverſa, we would deſire you to ex- 
punge it, or add ſome qualifying Clauſe to 
Wexplain it; for ſuch is the Caſe of the pre- 
Went Age, that a Man may ſafely break all 


urr the Penalty of Human Ordinances and 


| the Laws Divine, provided he do not in- 
Glory in Wickedneſs, whil'ft the Godly 


2 
* 
E 
* 

5 
Y 


| Man {hall ſtarve with his beggarly thread- 


Ware Virtue, as the World 1s apt to ſtile 
t: Not conſidering that when Heav'n re- 
Wards it's Vengeance, tis with a Deſign to 
Wnake it fall the Heavier. „ 


(271 
# 
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LETTER cxv. 


. 4 * f *. N | * per 1 | [1 , ® 2 hog LS 4 I : v | 


He is praiſed by bis Majeſty for his Sapaci 
and IN which he made & ws 
— 


IJ 7 Our Virtue of Diſſimulation is ſo well 
known and celebrated, that we cangot 
help joyning in the general Applauſe, be 
telling you, that it is one of the moſt Neceſ- 
ſary Qualifications for a Prince. Tho the 
Common- wealch of Rome had almoſt intirely 
loſt its Ancient Form of Government at 
the Death of your Predeeeſſor Auguſtus; and 
was abſolutely at your orcs. | after the 
diviſions of the Patricii the oppreſſion of the 
People, and the exorbitant Authority of the 
Soldiers, had render'd the Senate a Conven- 
ticle of Malecontents : Yet ſince thoſe Heads 
which ＋ on your Crown were not en- 
tirely cut off, nor could be immediately hum- 
bled ; you do prudently to make uſe of {0 
much Diſſimulation; being perſwaded, that 
the Roman Empire belongs to him who has 
Power to uſurp it, and underſtands how to 
maintain his Authority; for Prudence is df 
more uſe than Bravery after the Purchaſ 
once acquired. Wherefore we praiſe 75 
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for having practiſed the moſt excellent and 
neceſſary Virtues for ſecuring your ſelf in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Scepter you had graſpd. 
He who is skill'd in the Art of Diffimula- 
tion may diſcover his Enemies Deſigns, pre- 
vent their Plots, and live ſecure even in the 
midſt of em. We ſhould endeavour to make 
but little noiſe when we intend to give-a 
home ſtroke, becauſe rage is of dangerous Con- 
ſequence, tho it is guarded by Authority, 
No Revenge can be ſweeter than that which 
is taken opportunely, and without hazard ; 
therefore he who winks at offences, revenges 
himſelf better than another Man. Such a 
Prince as you, who has occaſion to make uſe 
of one part of his Enemies to deſtroy the 
other, and who cannot viſibly diſtinguiſh 
betwixt his Friends*and thoſe who deſign 
his Ruine, ought to moderate his Anger to 
ſecure his Authority, and look one way 
whilſt he ſhoots another. He who has pow. 
erful Enemies ought not to attack them in 
the Front, becaule he is not oblig d to ſend 
em a challenge or give em warning, when 
he deſigns to fall upon 'em. Enemies fall 
beſt upon their Faces; and they who make 
too much ſhew of their Courage, frequently 
loſe their Lives, The particular Politicks of 
a Prince require not Vanity, nor a pnblick 
Oltenration as Juſtice does. Offences are no 
great vexation to him who endures em kk 
aſſu- 


2 be 
o 
* 


I the Ori- 
| ginal to 

Peter Mi- 
chele. 
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aſſurance of having his revenge; But he who 


is impatient of revenge, and will fatisfie his 


fury tho never ſo unſeaſonably, expoſes him. 


ſelf to the hazard of loſing his revenge, and 
of having New Injuries added to the Old. 
In fine, ſince you are fo Skilful in the practice 


of Prudence and Diſſimulation, at a time 


when they are ſo neceſſary ior the Preſerva. 
tion of the Empire, we judge you worthy 
of our Favour, and adviſe you never to for. 
get this Virtue ; becauſe Diſſimulation is the 
Mother of happy Succeſs ; and if Princes 
would moderate their Authority by it, they 


would need no other Virtue to preſerve their 


Power againſt Foreign and Domeſtick Ene. 


miles. 


LETTER CXVL 
To Pr. D—8s. 


His Majeſty will not admit a Play of his into 
Parnaſſus, 


TY Y the laſt Pacquets from England, your 
New Trajedy arrived at Parnaſſus, and 


not in the leaſt doubting, but you who are 


ſo excellent a Ciitick had made the Poem 
4 | confor. 
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conformable to your own Rules, we were 
about to order it a place in our Delphic Li- 
brary : When a certain Engliſh Poet whoſe 
Performances you had been a little ſevere 
upon, ſtood up and inform'd us, that the 
great ſurprize of your Play turn'd on a Pun : 
Taking his information for pure Malice; Be- 
cauſe we had often heard what a natural 
Averſion you had to Puns, Quibbles, Ca- 


nundrums, &c. we would have enrolPd 


our Decree already paſt in your Favour, 
had not your Adverſary immediately turn'd 
to the Page where your Lieutenant General 
tells the Deſpairing Wife her Husband was 
gone to another World, meaning America. 


Whereupon we reſolv'd ro ſend you word 


Play, and that other-where you ſay, Wone 
but the happy can fare well, we will not receive 
your Play into Parnaſſus; which abating theſe 
two Errors, juſtly deſerves to be placed a- 
monglt the belt Dramatick Performances. 


iT, 


8 


that unleſs you expunge this Pun out of your 
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have that you ſh 


of extraerdinary Learning, and worthy of 


cauſe we wiſh'd you had employ d your fen 
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LETTER CXVIL 
10 Francis Molina. 


His Majefty does not approve of his Piect, tn 
ruled, De Juſtitia & Jute. 


H E Letter which we have formerly 

1 writ you, may ſufficiently convince 
you of the efteem we have for your Parts, 
And we hereby 05 > know the defire we 
d apply your ſelf to tu. 

dies which may gain you that Applauſe yoi 
deſerve. Therefore to give our Sentiment 
freely, your Works De Jaſtitia & Jure, which 
were brought to Parzaſſus, tho they are full 


Admiration, yet they were not approv'd by 
us With a Demonſtration equal to that Aﬀe- 
ion we have fſhewn on other Occaſions ; be- 


on another Subject; for *is a ſenſible afli· i 

Etion to us to foreſee, that they will not 

5 a, being things little practisd in ths 
orld. | 
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E T TER CXxvIII. 
_ To Nicolas Cauſſin. 


4 Book with the Title of Holy Court. 


Ome few days ago a Manuſcript of yours 


197 


He is counſeled by bis Majeſty not to Publiſh 


was brought to Parnaſſus, entitled the 


Holy Court (which made many of our Lire- 
rats laugh) But we having ſeen and ad- 
mir'd it, for its Learning and pleaſant Stile; 


deſire you to Publiſh it to the World: But 
that you may leave no room for Laughter 
or Oppoſition; being convinc'd of what im- 
portance fine Titles are, and what Reputa- 
tion they often get to Books that don't de- 
ſerve it; we adviſe you to change the Title 
of Holy Court, leſt Ingenious Men who know 
the Nature of Courts, ſhould have Reaſon to 
i. Jay, that the Adjective Holy cannot. poſſibly 
agree with the Subſtantive Court, which im- 


hs lies a flat Contradiction to Holy. 


L E T. 


being aſſur'd that you will get Honour by't, 


192 


\ E have always wiſh'd our Litre; 


our Reviſers, intituled, De virtutibus at vi- 


Men: for to pretend to teach them, wer 
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To John Frederick Salveld, | 


His Majeſty will not receive 4 Book of his int 
Parnaſſus, intitled, De virtutibus ac vitis 
Principum. 


would employ themſelves on Works 
which might tend to their honour and ad- a 
vantage, and meet with no oppoſition. A 
Book of yours, being juſt now preſented to 


tits Principum, we order'd em not to receive 
it into our famous Library, of which we give 
you notice, adviſing you to change the Title 
which is ſo odious to Princes, and pat) 
falſe. A man ought not, nor cannot write 
every thing he knows , eſpecially of great 


as dangerous, as it is raſh and ſuperfluos. 
A Private man ſhould ftrive to know much 
of his Prince, but at the ſame time pretend 
to be ignorant of every thing; he ought 10 Who 
{peak ſeldom, but never write of him. A Mar 
thors frequently pitch upon ſuch copious Sub. Medi. 
jects, thinking they may Venture to {peak o 
em in general; But whoever will preſume 


to touch on the Defects of particular, Perſon 


L 9 A "* 2% 
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to inſtru& the Publick, ſhall always meet 
with dangers : And he who meddles with 
the intereſts of Princes, who tells of their 
Vices with deſign to ſhew his Wiſdom, be- 
trays more Ignorance than the Man who 
ſeems to know nothing of the Matter. He 
who deſires to pleaſe his Prince, ſhould ex- 
preſs a ſtrong Inclination, but not too great 
Ability ; and ſhould make it appear that he 
underſtands well how to Serve, and that he 
| ſees Faults, but obſerves em not. In ſhort, 
a Private perſon ought to keep his perſon at 
a diſtance from his Prince, and his heart cloſe 
to him; not to embrace Intimacy, for 'tis a 
Rainbow that ſoon evaniſhes, or a Flaſh of 
Lightning which immediately precedes the 
Thunderbolt. Remembring there is no friend- 
| Wihip to be contracted with a Superior, much 
Jess with a Prince. Since therefore it is the 
e Wbeſt way not to ſpeak ill but even well of 
it MW rinces , we adviſe you to employ your time 
bout ſome other Studies, and expunge the 
s. Writle of your Book De virtutibus & with 
M rincipum: for Princes will not endure it ſhould 
nd Wc known that they are vicious; ſincè they 
to ho are to {et an Example to the reſt of 
„Mankind, ought to be all Yirtue and Per- 
ub⸗edion. | ine 
| of 
(me 


. 
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| liable to Puniſhment, we ſhould be obligel 
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LETTER CXX, 
To Men. 


He Anſwers one of their Letters, wherein the 


pray him to binder the Thefts committul iy 
the NV orld. = N 


uon chief Intention is to do Men al 
the Service we can, and we omit no- 


thing that may conduce to ſo good an End: 


Wherefore we graciouſly receive all your 
Requeſts. And having duely conſider the 
laſt, viz. How Thefts and Robberies may be 
Suppreſſed, and how Men may be obliged 
to content themſelves with their own Goods. 
That we might preſcribe the moſt conve-f 
nient Method for this purpoſe, we ſummon 


an Aſſembly of all our Literati: But having s 


heard ſeveral Opinions about the Matte, 
judging the Attempt infeaſable, we rel 
ved not to make any further Steps in it; being 
inform'd that the qualities of Robberies att 
innumerable : For inſtance, to hinder Uſuſ 
one of the moſt deteſtable Thefts, tho ll 
to ſtop all Commerce, a thing ſo neceſſary 
civil Life. But in truth, Riches belong 4 
ther to the World which is permanent, tha 


to Men who are tranſitory ; rather to 5 
| 1 


Letters fr om A P O L LO. 195 
who enjoys them, than to the Man who only 
poſſeſſes m; and having ſo often changed 
their Maſters in an unlawful Way, twould 
be almoſt impoſſible to find out their lawful 
Owner. And ſhould we take upon us to put 
Men in their juſt Poſſeſſions, and examine 
the Rights of the preſent Poſſeſſors, by ob- 
liging them to reſign the Poſſeſſions they had 
unlawfully uſurp'd, we ſhould ſtrip the Rich, 
enrich the Poor, and put the whole World 
into Confuſion , this would be the Conſe- 
quence of ſearching into the Titles of private 
Families. But ſhould our Juſtice extend to 
Crown'd Heads, it would cauſe more Blood- 
ed in the World than Religion has done; 
tho that has been the pretence for moſt of 
the Wars mankiad has been plagud with 
theſe many Years. | For theſe weighty Reas 
ons, therefore, we have thought to let the 
Buſineſs drop, and ſhall only tell you as the 
aw of England ſays when ſhe Sacrifices a 
rivate Family to the Publick Intereſt, *Tis 
nuch better that ſome few Perſons ſhould 
& ruin'd, than the whole Kingdom ſuffer an 
an convenience: for that old Maxim, Fiat 
"i ruat Cælum, is now grown ob- 
Viete; | 
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LETTER CxXI. 
Jo Ben Johnſon, 


His Majeſty will not receive 4 Comedy of his, 
Cala, The Silent Woman. 


To Julius ? I'S a very ſenſible Affliction to us that 
— we ate obliged, by Rules of Juſtice, 
| nal about not to receive a Comedy of yours, intituled, 


his Comed G — IS . 5 
7% . The Silent Woman, into Parnaſſus: for having WW ir 


Feignd hitherto approv'd of all your Works, we el 


Fool. were not willing to deprive this Comedy of N re 
its wonted honour ; but the Title is ſo mon. IM by 
ſtruous and ſhocking to Truth, and the Ob. Bc 
ſervation of all Mankind, that tho you only ¶ co 

meant it by way of Irony, and it might be W of 

of Uſe to draw a conſiderable Audience to i ob} 

the Theatre, yet it will never go down with Wgu: 

our Literati; who know, that there never was 5 

ide 


ſuch a Creature as a filent Woman fince the 
Creation of the World. 
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LET TE R CXXI. 
15 the French. 


His Majeſty wonders. why being ſhort in all other 
rhinge, they ſhould uſe ſo much Super fluity in 


their Language, 


HE Superfluity of your Tongue ſtrikes 
us with no {mall Amazement, know- 
ing that you are very ſhort in every thing 
elſe: and we had certainly commanded a 
reformation in it, had we not heen prevented 
by the reſpect we have for your ancient 
Books; which would in a ſhort time be- 
come unintelligible, and your Nation depriv*d 
of the Benefit of ſuch precious Jewels, or 
oblig?d to tranſlate them into a new Lan- 
guage, For this reaſon 'tis that we tolerate the 
Abuſe, tho? not without Admiration, to con- 
ſider that in your Language men muſt be 
obliged to learn five ſeveral diſtinct Tasks, 
viz. to Speak, Read, Write, Underſtand, 
and Pronounce, — j Gal 


% ow 
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LETTER CxxIII. 


To Mahomer, Emperoꝛ ok the 


He is prai?d by hit Majeſty, becauſe he mull 
not give Sanctuary in his State to one of the 
Conſpirators againſt Laurence of Medici 
Prince of. Florence. 1 


E were fo delighted to hear, that you 
Would not ſhelter in your Dominions 

one of the Conſpirators againſt Laurene f 
Medici, Prince of Florence, that we reſolvd 
to give you Proofs of our Affection by this 
preient Letter, in which we applaud all 
| Tout glorious Actions, bur particularly this, 
which has not only obliged, but alſo inſtru- 
cicd all the Princes of Europe. Attempts up 
on the Perſon of a Prince, ought to be pi. 
niſnd, without remiſſion , as being impious 
facrilegious, and deteſtabſe; for ſhould one 
Crime of this deteſtable Nature ſcape un- 
puniſh'd it might encourage Parricides t0 
commit theſeVillanies as frequently as Robbe. 
ries. *Tis a horrible thing and deſerves ot 
{ſerious Conſideration, that Princes ſhould not 
be ſecurely guarded by cheir Majeſty, Au. 
thority 2nd Strength, from the hand 0! 
vlooay Villain who dares attempt their * 
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cred Perſons. But ſince the inſupportable 
Tyranny of ſome Princes has taught Subjects, 
that it is better to meet Death than expett it. 
Revolts and Parricides grow familiar, and 
theſe things are ſpoken, acted, and daily pra- 
Aiſed, which never enter'd into the Mind of 
Man in former days: Wherefore tis neceſ- 
ſary for Princes to take as much Care of their 
own Perſons, as of their Subjects, and guard 
themſelves againſt their Servants, as well as 
their Enemies. Princes who are perpetually 
obnox1ous to hatred, have more Rivals than 


Poſſeſſion of a State, than to maintain it, be. 
cauſe there are a thouſand Accidents which 
can neither be foreſeen or prevented : Since 
uſurpt Authority is always weak, and has 
more Enemies than Defences, Princes ſhould 
be very vigilant, eſpecially in the beginning 
of their Reign; for tis eaſie to wreſt a Scepter 
out of his hands who has not firmly graſp'd 
it. And next to their own Safety, Princes 
have no greater Obligation upon em, than to 
provide for that of their Equals; hecauſe 
Dignity and Authority are diſtinguiſh'd by 
Degrees, not by their Eſſence. Therefore 
an Offence done to one Prince, is an Affront 
to all; and they are all oblig'd to revenge ir. 
We ſhall always applaud your Wiſdom, for 
having deliver'd the Criminal inta the hands 


Friends, and often more Enemies at home 
than abroad. And ſince tis eaſier to take 
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you ſo generouſly expoſe your ſelves by mat. 
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of Juſtice : that if ſuch. Villains are not ſtruck 
with horror of their Crime, they may at laſt 
meet with that ſevere Puniſhment they have 
deſerv'd. | 100 


—— 
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LETTER CXAIV. 
I Old Men that Parry. 


His Majeſty declares them Exempt from the 


Scandal of being call d Cackolds. 


Ab Age ought to be privileg'd be. 1 7 
yond Yourh, becauſe it ſtands in need 
of leveral Conveniences, and is ſupposd to 
be accompliſh'd with ſeveral Virtues, tho 
it be {ſometimes more vitious than Youth. 
Having therefore taken your condition into 
our conſideration, and the danger to which 


rying young Wives; We have reſolv'd to 
exempt you from the diſgrace of being call 
Cuckolds, to diſtinguiſh you from Young 
Me3, who not believing themſelves to be io, 
laugh at you, who deſerve to be ſo; Becauk 
you cannot but know that one Woman, who 
cannot be ſatisfied with two laſty Young 
Men, can never be contented with one OK 
Man; who can only raiſe thoſe Deſires be 
cannar Satisfie. Since therefore a W 
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Defect is not a Fault, and conſequently ought 
not be accounted Scandalous z we hencetorth 
exempt you: from the Infam of Cuckol- 
dom, allowing you the Satisfaction of having 
Children, without the trouble of getting 


em. 


« 
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City of Me- 

| 8 FOE, LES ſopotamia, 
They are reproved by his Majeſty , for having now call d 
made 4 Jeſt of Cabades the Per ſian General, Caramit. 


Is the Citizens of Amida, 2 


after he had rais'd the Siege. 


T BR News of the Loſs you ſuffered by 


Pity in no body ; for voluntary Evils deſerve 
no Compaſſion. And certainly *twas a fooliſh 


Walls to make a Jeft of Cabades, who being 
Walls. There cannot be a ſharper wh to 


a noble Mind than a reproach of Cowardiſe, 
which is frequently a forcible Invective even 


or the Affront. Tis as great Madneſs to 


Action of yours, to appear proudly on the 


weary of the Siege, was about to leave your 


to Cowards. They ought never to be mock'd, 
who have the power to revenge themſelves 


provoke a departing Enemy, as to difturb 
. — an 


ho, Hy 


201, 


being Sack'd by the Perſians, moved 
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when we cannot overcome him by Arms 


Virtuoſi ſaid, 
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an Hornets Neſt. For no Man is Bra ver and 


more Couragious, than he who defires 90 


prove himſelf ſuch before the Man who 
has taxed him with Cowardize. Therefore 

tis a Folly to laugh in our Enemy's face be. 

fore he is l And when he goes away 
diſcontented, twere as much Madneſs to call 
him back, as it were Folly to deſpiſe him 
at a diſtance; or offend him with Words, 


For good Words are of great value, though 
they coſt little; and as one of our beloved 


Mucho vale, e poco cueſta 
A mal ablar buena reſpueſts. 


"LETTER N. ff: 
To Raymond Lullius, 


— tie! Medebyca alate li 


VOR ſprightly Wit could not babe 
J been better ſhewn than in your works 
which are much admir'd by us, tho under: 
ſtood by few; who know very well, that 
to make the world acquainted with ot 
pr ofound Learning you have reported, nh 

-—————3400 


you had not Scholars but Maſters in your 

School. We might ſay much to you upon 
tis Subject; but waving it at preſent, be- 
cauſe we have bufineſs of much greater Con- 
ſequence, we command you to conſider a little 
better of the Definition of War ; where you 
ſay, Habitus cum quo miles, juvat Shoe wy 
ut poſſit tenere Faſtitiam : for weare perſwa- 
Jed finding your ſelf to be miſtaken, you 
will undoubtedly change it; or at leaſt add, 


what it is, but what it ſhould be. 


* —— 


LETTER CXXVIL 


To Pittacus of Mytiene, 


His Majeſty adviſes him to” ſuppreſs that Opi- 
nion of his, That it is the . e thing bs 78 


N * 


A E cannot endure that the Opinions of 

our Literati ſhould be calPd in que- 
{tior, much leſs that they ſhould be liable to 
Deriſion when they are not true. For if they 
xe never ſo excellent in their Kinds, unleſs 


We have endeavoured to ſatisfie your Adver- 
laries, by urging the good deſign of the Men, 


for 
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That this Definition of War 1s not really 


they are practiſed they are but of little value. 


Who firſt laid theſe Sayings down as Rules 


2 


3 


% 
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for the Virtuous to act by: But finding oy 
Labour to no purpoſe, we have reſolv dd to 
cauſe ſome Sayings of our Literati to be en. 
punged , or at leaſt corrected, that we ma 
take away the Occaſion of ſo much Scandal 
and Diſpute. And, therefore, ſince we haye 
a great eſteem for your Perſon, we give you 
warning not to let your Opinion be publiſt?d, 
That it is the ſame thing to be happy, and live 
virtuouſly. For you cannot be ignorant that 
good Men are generally unhappy ; often ha- 
ted, perſecuted, derided and lighted ; whilf 
crafty , deceitful Villains live in perpetual 
Proſperity. 


i * — 1 » 6 li. 
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To Germanicus. 


He is blam'd for refu ing the Empire which us 
oer d him by the Soldiers. 


* UR refuſing the Empire offer d you 
by the Soldiers, was ſo much laughs 
at in Parnaſius, that upon due Information, 
we cannot but diſapprove of it; ſince youde 
ſerve as much to be condemn'd for this pat: 
ticular Action, as to be prais d for your Vi 
tues. You cannot be ignorant what was J. 
lixe Caſar's Opinion in this caſe , Regul 
POLL Th 
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Causd violandum eff Jus. And none but a 
Fool would ever Refuſe ſo glorious an Op- 
portunity; for whenever the invincible temp- 
tation of Empire, is placed in the Balance 
againſt the Motives and Obligations to ab- 
ſtain from it, the firſt will out- weigh the 
latter ſo conſiderably, that it will be thought 
a noble and almoſt neceſſary failing: There- 


even his neareſt Relations at a diſtance; be- 


a greater Obligation to his Neighbour than 


pire of the World does not go by Succeſſion, 
but is beſtow?d on the Favourites of Fortune, 


more glorious your Actions appear in the Eye 
of the World, they will be thought the more 
dangerous by Tiberius; and if they are ap- 


1 


N 


4 to Authority : becauſe Men of extraordinary 


00, ted by a Tyrant, and puniſh'd with the 
de ame Severity as exceſſive Vices. Tiberius, 
who is grown jealous of you to the laſt de- 
free, cannot reward the Services you have 
done him any other Way, but by prodigious 
logratitude, which he will eſteem juſt, for 

| _ : 


Al- 
Fu- 
75 
and 
TY. 


fore one who wears a Crown, ought to keep 


| cauſe Ambition makes Mankind forget all 
reſpect and Duty: for no body thinks he owes 


| himſelf. You live in an Age where the Em- 
and he merits it beſt who can obtain it; nor 


ſtands in need of a better Title than the Sol- 
dier's Love. You may depend upon it, the 


plauded by Juſtice, they will not be pleaſing 


Courage and Generoſity, are always ſuſpe- 


106 


fear Danger, or think of prolonging your 
Life beyond the Date of your Virtue. Bur 


fits of Fortune, the Fruits of your Merit, 


ſenſible of this, when being diſpleas d at your 


die than break your Allegiance ; finding yo! 


Letters from APOLLO. 


the ſecuring of his Authority; becauſe great 
Men think the greateſt Juſtice conſiſts in pre; 
ferring their Power intire to themſelves: for 
no man will admit of a Partner in Govern. 

Perhaps the integrity of your Mind may 
be ſo great, that it will not permit you to 


how can Life be better employ*d than in 4% 
appointing your Enemies, enjoying the Bene- 


freeing your felt from Dangers, and making 
your ſelf Emperour of the World? Tho 
there had been ſome fault in embracing it, the 
Glory of receiving it would ſoon have waſhd 
away the Crime; becauſe all the World 
would ſoon ha? forgiven you on the Score of 
the Irriſiſtible Temptation. This Action will 
much obſcure the ſplendor of the reſt, for the 
World will {ill attribute it to meannebs 
of Spirit; fince there can be no Generoſity 
in this, as there might have been, if you lad 
given the Empire to another when in Pol 
ſeſſion, and in a viſible condition to maintain 
it. And C/auſidizs, one of your Soldiers, was Mich 


refuſal, whilſt you pointed with your Sword 
to your Breaſt, deſigning thereby to let your 
Friends underſtand that you would ratet 


did 
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did not diffemble, as he at firſt believ'd you 


did, to try the Inclination of the Army; he 


offer'd you his own Weapon, ſaying, that 
had a better point than yours ; intending to 
let you know, That he deſerves not to live, 
who cannot live a Prince. 2 
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had made for their Captains. 


' A Mongſt the reſt of your excellent Laws, 

none pleas'd us ſo well, as that for the 
diſcipline of your Officers, whereby they are 
obliged not to drink Wine whilſt they are 
incamp'd againſt an Enemy; By this ſingle 
Edict, you have given the greateſt Proof 
imaginable of your Wiſdom : for you have 


of Wine, which we foreſee. will be of fatal 
conſequence to a certain People, which ſhall 
Inhabit a conſiderable Part of Europe in times 
tocome, who ſhall ſmart ſufficiently for their 


more ſottiſh and nearer allied to Brutality 


ot worſe conſequence than the Ills occa- 
ſion'd 


His Majeſty prajſes them for « Law which they 


National Vice. Nothing can make a Man 
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provided againſt the pernicious conſequences 


than exceſs of Drinking; which, if poſſible, . . 
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iu the Ori- 
ginal to 

Virgilius 
Puccitelli, 
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ſiond by Women. Happy therefore is the 
Camp which is free from both theſe Evils, 
which are of ſo bewitching a Nature, that 
he who beholds a Beauty, certainly fixes his 


Affections there; and he who taſtes the fir - 


Cup of Wine, is never ſatisfied till he has 
drein'd the Cask. Wiſely therefore did our 
beloved Homer feign, that Circe transfornyd 
the Sailors of Ulyſſes into Hogs, when ſhe 
made em Drunk. Your Law juſtly deſerves 
all the Applauſe we can give it ; for 'tis im- 

fible an Officer ſhould be capable of ob- 
3 all the Enemies Motions, when he 


knows not what he does himſelf: And we 


are convinc'd, that even ſome of the wiſeſt 
Men, have commanded thoſe things ater 
Dinner or Supper, which they would not 
have reſolved on had they been Faſting. 


1 1 
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LETTER CNX. 


He is Commanaed by his Majeſty to Expunge 4 
e ot 


OUR Virtue and Modeſty, amidſt che 

1 Honours which you enjoy in the fa- 
miliar Service of our beloved. «+++ have 
deſervedly gain'd you great Applauſe in bt 
— | a; Hſul, 
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naſſus, and a particular place in our Favour; 
for there cannot be a greater Virtue than 
Modeſty in Proſperity ; Wherefore that we 
may give ho ſome marks of our Royal Fa- 
vour, we honour you with this preſent Let- 
ter; to command you to aboliſh a Defini 
tion of the Will, in the Works of our belo- 
ved Henry Cornelius Agrippa, that it is Appes: 
titus tum Ratione: for we deſign that the 
Sayings of our Literati ſhall agree with the 
Practice of the Age, that they may not be 
liable to contradiction: Since therefore many 
of our Literati laugh at this Definition, which 
we cannot juſtly blame 'em for; ſince it can- 
not be denied, that if Men ſhould only deſire 
what was reaſonable, they would not deſire 
ſo many fooliſh things as they do. 


N 
® 


LETTER Cxxxi. 
TJ WPonſieur Rapin. 
His Majeſty approves of a Work of his cancer u- 
ing Modern Eloquence, but Commands bim to = 
change the Title of it. 


1 Books of Modern Bloguence tn the o 
1 were receiv'd in Parnaſſus with that hl e, 


Eſteem they juſtly Merit; and tho'our [rg 
loved Tullius Cicero was mightily diſpleas'd mendaci, 


oF — 


P with 


. 
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ways thought the moſt Eloquent. 
LETTER Cx 
Jo Ariſtotle. | 


He is Commanded to declare, rhat in his Dif- 
- finition of a City, he meant to. except ſever 


E have formerly acquainted you with 
| \ f our Intention to regulate ſome / 
| ings of our Literati, which meet with Oph 
ſition; and therefore fince you wiſely 
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bly or Body of Men for ruling and governing 


the Common- wealth with good Laws to preſerve 


Peacc and Order; we command you to ex- 


cept all thoſe Cities, where there 1s not any 
ſuch Aſſembly of Men out of this Definition; 


for we are credibly inform'd by our Lite- 


rati, that there are ſeveral Cities where the 
wretched Inhabitants, being Subject to Ty- 
ranny and Arbitrary Power, are forced to 
Submit to the Impoſitions of a Vice-Roy or 
Governor, whoſe Will muſt be their Law, 


and are never permitted to Aſſemble to con- 


fult upon Methods for their common Hap- 
pinefs and Safety, where all things are in 
perpetual Diſorder and Confuſion. Where- 
fore we will only have theſe Towns inclu- 
ded in this Definition that are like our be- 
loved Venice, in which all things are kept 
in wonderful Order, and exact Regularity 
ſeems to promiſe that Eternal Happineſs the 
City deſerves, where Religion and all o- 
ther Virtues flouriſh in Proportion to her 
Greatneſs. LID 26 1007 89 OT 
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_ ſufficient Arguments. We know that ſome 
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LETTER cxxxin 


To a certain Autt;o2 who Writ a 
Treatiſe to pꝛove Helen yj- 


E and all our Literati were mod 
with no ſmall T1 aughter at the fight 
of your Book intituled, Helen reſtor'd to 
her Chaſtity. You have affected to fhew 
your Parts upon a very bad Subject, which 
would have got you greater Eſteem, if you 
had writ upon any other Topick. Wit and 
Novelty are very pleaſant, but not when 
they are employ d to treat of things ſo di- 
rectly oppoſite to Truth and Probability. 
*Tis true, many Men have maintaind Opt 
nions quite repugnant to Truth and Reaſon; 
and therefore they who diſcover their Errors, 
and endeavour to remove an ill-grounded 
Belief, which is ſo great an Enemy to Reaſon, 
do the World great Service, and deſerve to 
be prais d. But they who coin new Inven- 
tions to ſhew their Wit, without any other 
foundation than that o Fancy, fling away their 
time to no purpoſe, becauſe an eftabliſh'd ct- 
ſtom of belief is not eaſily remoy'd without 


Writers, either byaſs d by Intereſt, or * 
wil 
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| with Paſſion, have ſometimes deviated from 

Truth and celebrated Falſhood, rather to ſa- 

risfie their Inclination than Duty; not caring 

how much they impoſed upon Poſterity, if 
they might but curry favour with the Liv- 
ing; but when things are Printed they can- 
not eaſily be ſuppreſsd. The World has 
already paſs'd Judgment on the Actions of 
Helen, and it is impoſſible for you to ar- 
gue em into another Opinion; unleſs you 
firſt make Mankind forget the Hiſtories which 
recorded her Action, and celebrated her 
Beauty as much as they have condemn d 

her want of Virtue. Wherefore we will 
not receive your Book into Parnaſſus ; won 
dering, in the mean while, how thoſe who. 
are deputed to Licence Books for the Preſs, 
could give yours an Inprimatur; conſider- 

ing the Diſorders and Ill Conſequences it may 

produce, whilſt Married Women are per- 
ſwaded that Writers have power to reſtore 
Reputation and loſt Chaſtity ; hereafter they 
will ſin, wich as little reſtraint as a Catho- 
lick when he has got an Indulgence in his 
Pocket ; Since they know they need only 
grant ſome Writer the favour to ſecure their 
Reputations, 5 


1 
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„ 
He is praiſed by his Majeſty for taking an Ouh 


to obſerve the Lans. 


 %/ OU R taking an Oath to obſerve the 


Laws, was an Action of fo good Ex- 
ample to other Princes, that the News of it 
no ſooner arrived in Parnaſſus, but we teſol · 
ved to ſend you ſome tokens of our Affection, 
and of the hopes we entertain to ſee your 


Virtues ſhortly celebrated in out Court. 


We find you are fully convincd how great 
an influence the good example of a Prince has 
upon Subjects, and how the Laws are ren- 
der d inviolable when obſerv'd by him who 


commands, as on the contrary how weak 


and ſlippery they are when trampled on by 


him who ſhould enforce the Execution of 


em; for ſince Regis ad exemplum totus con- 
ponitur Orbis; if the Prince be wicked him- 
ſelf, he cannot expect his Subjects ſhould be 
otherwiſe; becauſe if his Miniſters be men 
of depraved Morals, as they muſt of neceſſity 


be, it they are thaught fit for Employments 


under him, Juſtice can never have its fre 
Courſe, and conſequently Vice mult flouriſh 
and Virtue be depreſs'd. 

ae han 


Ig ſhort, ſinoe you 


have given ſufficient Proofs that you have 
Receiv?d. the Empire, not to enjoy Dignity, 
but to 4dfnitniſter Juſtice ; not to indulge 
your Eaſe and Convenience, but to Protect 
your Subjects, and Preferve your State no 


leſs by the Laws than your Sword, you ſhall 


always be deemd worthy of a glorious Me- 
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mor y in future Ages, to which you ſhall 


leave an Example worthy to be immitated 


by all Crown'd Heads; tho' it muſt be con- 


feſs'd you have done a great injury to the 
Liberty and Reputation of your Succeſſors ; 
becauſe they will be obliged by an Oath of 
this Nature, to reward or puniſh their Sub- 
jects according to the Laws and their juſt 
Deferts, without reſpect to perſons Favour 
or AﬀeQion; a hard. Impoſition upon ſuch 
Princes as think their Pow'r above the 
Law; and fancy they cannot be diſtin- 
18750 by any other Mark from thoſe that 
bey, KERRI 


N e en 


| 


not have been juſter or more diſcreet, 
if the Ground of *em had been true and ſolid, 
or if we could have admitted. your Ciſe to 
be ſo bad, as you ſuppole, Tour Letter 
was preſented to us by Catheriz of Arryon, 
whom we particularly eſteem for her fath- 
ful Love, Conſtancy in Adverſity , and the 
other virtues of her Mind : She was recom- 
mended to us by the Mother of Edward the 
Confeſſor, and ſeveral other Ladies of eminent 
Virtue, who deſired we would examine in- 
tothe Merits of your Complaint,and do your 
Sex Juſtice. In compliance to their Requelt 
we have impartially weigh'd the Matter, for 
we had a great inclination to relieve you, 


becauſe your Subjection is to be pitied, ſincæ 
there are ſome Women, tho but few, who 
are not the leaſt interior to Men in Wit and 
Courage; But when we reflected on the Ni: 

N ture 


0 UR Complaints and Requeſts could | 
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of your Sex, and that there are but very few 


* * * 


of you Who have Judgment; we reſolved 
not to innovate any thing in an Affair of ſo 
great Importance. Reſt therefore ſatisfied, 
with the Prerogatives you already enjoy; 
for tis no ſmall happineſs for you, that whilſt 
you are by all Laws Divine and Humane ſub. 
jetted to the command of Men, you ſhould 
command them. privately, obliging em by 
your female Arts, to do what you pleaſe, 
Fright of their firmeſt Reſolutions, f 


, 4 i 
* 
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LETTER Cxxxvl. 
To Claudius Emperoꝛ of Nome. 


He is blam'd by his Majeſty for debarring Poor | 
Citizens from the Senatorian Dignity. 


HO the Imperial Authority is beſt ſe- 

| cur'd and ſettled by the weakneſs of 
the Citizens (which ſhould the principal de. 
ſign of him who would lodge it intirely in 
himſelf alone) and tho a Prince in your 
condition can have no ſurer Maxim than this 
to proceed by, yet we cannot but blame your 
imprudent deliberation in excluding the poor 
Citizens from the Senate. Tis true, the 
Renate of Rome which was once ſo famous, 
i power 


K 
21 


proclaimd « ag o baniſh poor Citizens 
giving you the leaſt Jealouſie. You live in 


uch conſiſts the greateſt number of your 


perpetually Seditious, Impertinent, and when 


member, that a Prince has no {ef Teaſe 


Cutter frm APOLLO 
powerful and formidable, may nog? bf rfl 


a Painted Senate, or a Shadow of it ſelf, yet 
in ne wfirde and 8 Jn 
ſhall enjoy the {malleſt Remains of Life th 
Emperours of Rome can never be ſeclre ; for 


one ſpark, the remnant of a F fire, may 
n 


quickly kindlea powerful Conflagration, Your 

redeceſſors have endeayour'd to extinguiſh 
it with the blood of the moſt eminent 11 
conſpicuous Citizens, and being apprehen- 
five of Grandure, have eras to eſta. 
bliſh themſelves in their Subjects Poverty; 
But you by another kind of Politicks have 


from the Se 


te, who were not capable of 


a State, where the hatred of the Poor may 
do you conſiderable. Prejudice, - becauſe of 


Subjects; Theſe having nothing to loſe, arc 


= < , 


provok'd, the moſt furious implacable Ani 
mals in the Creation; But their Fidelity is 
certain when they are oblig*d ; whereas that 
of the Rich is always to be doubted: There. 
fore he who knows how to deceive the 
that he may deſtroy thoſe , has found ihe 
way to reign ſecure over both. Wherefore 
we blame this Action of yours as uſeleß, 
imprudent, and unjuſt ; deſiring you to Re. 


a 


J 
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He wot by his Majeſty for having dlſſwa- 
ded Marc Antony from crying Cleopa- 
tra along with him to the WP as 4 275 Ofta- 

| vius Cæſar. n | 5 4 4 1 CV & 


'F 7 E have had a ſingular reſpect for your 
VV Perfon, ever fitice we receiv'd an Ac- 
count of your Advice to Marc Antony not to 
take Cleopatra with him to the War againſt 
Ocbavius Ceſar, For had he embtaced it io 
heartily as your friendſhip merited, he had 
not loſt the Victory, and thrown away the 
World for a Woman. Commandets ſhould 
fly from Beauty, as the moſt powerful Ob- 
ſtacle to retard their courſe to Glory; For 
tho? tis beyond the Power of Man to de 2nd 
himſelve from Love; Becauſe tis a failing 
naturally incident to Fleſh and Blood; yet 
wiſe Men have reafon to ſhun the occaſion, 
lince they know the conſequence, that they 
cannot love without becoming Fools, and 
delivering up their will a Captive to the 
Plaſure of the beloved Qbjet. And for 
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this Reaſon, he who call'd Love a, Fire, has. 
given Proofs that he was well acquainted. 
with its Nature, becauſe there is no Prefer. 


vative againſt it but to keep at diſtance; To 
the wiſeſt Men, who have apoſtatiz d from 
Reaſon, not fearing to approach it, have 


himſelf into the Fire by Choice ; mut C 


burnt out of neceſſity : And ſince the fire of 
of Love is ſo ſubtile in the beginning, that it 
creeps upon us by degrees, $09 we find our 
ſelves in an unquenchable flame before we 


dream of danger; he who would not be re- 


ducd to Aſhes 9 ſhould not Ve nture near it 


with a deſign to warm himſelf. He w. 


has nothing to employ. his time about de- 
ſerves to bè pitied, if he be entangled in an 
Amorous Snare, But he whoſe: Station re. 
uires him to be Careful of his Grandure, 

redit, Liberty and Life, has no Title to 
Compaſſion, Marc Anthony carried his own 


Ruine along with him; for he whoſe Eyes 


were dazled with Beauty, whoſe Sonſes were 
ſtupify'd with Love, was not able to provide 
againſt the Dangers that ſurrounded him, or 
act with Judgment; The Effeminate {hould 
never leave their Bedchambers, being fit for 
no other buſineſs but wanton dalliange; and 


come by the Embraces of a Woman, ito ud 
due the moſt fortunate Warrier iathe Worls, 
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Cleopatra who vanquiſhd Marc Anthony with 
her attractive Charms did him more harm 

than his Enemies; for ſhe ruin d him before 
the Battle: But you ſhall be eternally prais d 
for having diſſwaded him from carrying his 
Confuſion, his Infamy and Death along with 
him; and for being ſo wiſe to know, that 
no man could act according to the Rules of 
Reaſon, who gave himſelf intirely up to his 
Pleaſures. c | 


LETTER CXXXVIIL 
To the Marqueſs of Brignoleſale. 


He is commanded by his Majeſty to change this 
Saying Virtute Duce, comite Fortuna. 


OUR Learad Works have gain'd you 
the eſteem of all our Literati, and made 
known the greatneſs of your Merit ; where- 
fore to ſhew the eſteem we have for your Vir- 
tue, we command you to change that Saying, 


who is guided by Fortune, is thought to be 
accompliſh'd with a thouſand Virtues ; where- 


tune, | 


— 


Virtute duce, comite Fortund; into Fortuna duce, 
comite Virtute; for we are perſwaded that he 


as Virtue is never eſteemd without good For- 


LIT. 
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LETTER CXXKIF. | 


To a Lady who had Writ 4 Bo 
ntitalea, Clauſtral Paradile, | 


HQ your Virtue is of no ſmall eſteem 
1 with us, and is applauded in Parny- 
ſus as it deſerves, by the Advice of qur De. 
puties and Reviſers, we have re'olved not 
to accept of your Book intituled, Clauſtru 


| Paradiſe; To avoid giving offence to all our 


Virtuoſi, who cannot conceive how theſe 
two words, Clauſtral Paradiſe, can agree; 
ſince it is well known, that Envy, Diſcord, 
Perſecution, Luſt, and other Vices, are fre- 
quently to be met with in theſe Retire- 
ments. Wherefore you had done much bet- 
ter to have calld your Book the Claufru 
Pargatory. oi 


10 Catilina. 


He is blamd by bis Majeſty for having dio. 
Lered tbe Conſpiracy againſt the Repuplick 


to Sempronia and Fulvia. 


H ; 


FOUR Conſpiracy againſt the Repub- 
was a Crime which deſerved more Puniſh- 
mar geen Blame; becauſe Attempts to paſs 
from Slavery to Dominion, ſeem lawful, tho? 
they are unjuſt ; and as our beloved Euri- 


! 


pides ſaid , Law and Fidelity ought not be 
violated but for a Crown. Wherefore we 
ſhall not reprove you for having endeavour'd 
to convert the Common-wealth into. a Mo- 
narchy ; but becauſe you could not tell how 
to contrive and carry on ſo great a Deiign. 
We are mightily aftoniſh'd when we conſi- 
der that you whoſe Mind could conceiye a 
Conſpiracy againſt your Country, who had 
Courage to undertake it, ſhould want Judg - 
| ment to compleat rhe Enterprize; for he 
who can find Companions for ſuch a Deſign, 
wants only Fortune to effect it; becauſe 
Plotting againſt a Common-wealth, which 
5 a Body, that has as many Eyes as Mem- 
bers; is the greateſt, the moſt hardy and 
difficult 


een e en, 
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difficult Buſineſs in the World; for it re- 
quires more Judgment to execute 2 \Conſpi- 


| racy of this Nature, than to lay the Scheme, 


Grave. 


and actually compleat one againſt a ſingle 
Crown d Head. You committed a fatal Er. 
rot in Management by holding your Cabals 
in Womens Houſes, whom you permitted to 
penetrate into your moſt important Deſigns; 


whereas Affairs that depend no leſs upon se- 


crecy than Strength, ought to be treated of 
in the Grave; leaſt the Walls ſhould ſpeak 
when the Intereſts of Princes are concern'd, 
Sure you was ſtrangely infatuated not to con- 
ſider the talkative humour of Women; the 
difficulty , or rather impoſſibility for them 


to be Silent. For which Reaſon your fault 


deſerves the ſevereſt of Puniſhments; and o- 
thers ſhall learn from your Example, that 
no Secret ſhould be communicated to a Wo- 
man, but the deſire of enjoying her; and 


that their very Aſhes ſhould be caſt into the 


Sea, left they ſhould make Diſcoveries in tix 


. * 2 9 * os : : 
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LETTER CXLI. 
To Ferrante Pallavicino. 
His Majeſty comfarts him in Priſon. 


T7E were very Sorry for your being 
committed to Priſon in Venice; where 
Juſtice is merciful, but Mercy is alſo 
juſt, and where there are no Friends to 
favour Villany. Yet fince we know your of- 
fence is not Capital, we hope to ſee you 
ſhortly ſet at liberty, and that your Wit 
will attone for your Satyr. We wich, that 
this Puniſhment may prove Ad vantageous 
to you, and that you will take warning by 
it to avoid being guilty of the like Errors for 
the future: For he who takes the Liberty to 
conteſt with his Superiours, will always be 
worſted, and come off with Loſs and Diſ- 
grace. You are enducd with a lively and 
tertile Wit, which might produce Wonders 
if it was poliſh'd with Study; but being 
naturally vitious, it produces nothing but con- 
fuſed and ill-digeſted Notions. And ſhould 
you ſuffer your ſelf to be tranſported by the 
violence of your Paſſion, twill be Impoſſible 
for us to ſecure you from Ruine, whilſt en- 
deavouring to raiſe the Credit of your Works, 
1. Jou eſpouſe thoſe Maxims which pleaſe, be- 
+ cauſe 


116 


cauſe they are prohibited: not confidering 


dily liſten'd to, and Novelty admir'd. But 


they may paſs for great Wits, driving on with- 


you may but have an opportunity ofſhewing 


reflects on; not conſidering that when Satyr 


Malice; for tho? a little Drollery may be 


Virtue at home. Reproving Vice to correct 


| lice; and he who too frequently employs his 
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that thoſe things which are firſt ſpoken in 
jeſt, are afterwards maintain'd in earneſt; 
for lying quickly turns to obſtinacy, to avoid 
the diſgrace of recanting what has been ſaid, 
Theſe are indeed ſure Methods to take with 
the World, becauſe Scandal is always pree- 


they who vary from the Common Road that 


out Prudence or Conſideration plunging out 
of their Depth ſoon loſe their Credit. $ 


your wit; you care not whom your Satyrs 


once grows ſcurrilous and Wit il-naturd, 
they are hated and puniſh'd as the Effects of 


ſometimes born with, yet perſonal Reflections 
which wound to the quick are never forgot; 
And he who is witty upon his Neighbour 
failings, ought to have a ſuſſicient Stock of 


it is a friendly Office, but to publiſh it i M. 


wit on Satyr, will gain more Danger and Il. 

will than Applauſe by the Bargain; for 00 

man ever yet took upon him to expoſe a0- 

ther's failings in Print, but upon the ſcore of 

fome perſonal Pique, which is the true Reason 

that the generous Man, tho he be 3 
| VItI 
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vitious has no Writers for his Enemies. Sa- 


tyrical Pens {oon loſe their Sharpneſs, and 
they who proclaim the Vices of particular 
men, ſince their deſign cannot be to correct 
dem, make it appear that they are rather 
envious, than faithful in ſpeaking bold Truths, 
becauſe profitable Vices are never exclaimed 
againſt ; Therefore the Satyriſt isalways ap- 
plauded for his Wit and condemn'd for his 
Principles. To ſpeak or write againſt Princes 
is a preſumptuous Folly ; for tho? men wile 
lingly hear thoſe abuſed, whoſe Power they 
envy ; yet all the detraction is retorted like 
Thunder on the Slanderer; for Authorit 
cannot be warded off, but by he 800 
We have ſent you theſe Inſtructions, becauſe 
knowing you to be of an eaſie and ready wit, 
we deſire to ſee you quit thoſe opportunities 
of exerciſing it that are attended with Dan- 


raisd a curioſity in all Men, not only to 


under Confinement, but alſo all the reſt of 
your Works, whereby we plainly perceive, 
that it would prove of ſingular Advantage 


Works, to cauſe themſelves to be impriſon'd 


60 well off during the time of their Confine- 
ment, tho. they deſervd not to be read. _ 


gers. In fine be comforted, and be not de- 
jected at your Impriſonment, which has 


enquire after the Book for which you are 


to all the Literati who deſign to ſell their 


ater the publiſhing of em; for they would 


— 
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LETTER CXLII. 


For Dr. O— . 


He is Commanded by his Ma jeſty to cancel that 
Saying, Quod ſemel placuit amplius diſpli- 
cere non debet. 3 


Eing fully aſſured of your Virtue, and 
that you are a man well skill d in the 
Sciences, eſpecially in Morality and the Law, 
which you — 5 we honour you with this 
preſent Letter, whereby we command you 
to cancel this Saying, Quod ſemel placuit, an. 
plius diſplicere non debet , becaule tis well 
known, a Woman cannot always be con- 
tented with the ſame Man, nor a Man with 
the ſame Woman. : 


LETTER CALI. 
To the Romans. 
His Majeſty commends em for Expelling 


— 


the Tarquins. 
In the ori. E and all our beloved Princes wet* 
e ſtruck with horrour at the News 


Querenzo. Of your expelling your King; And w_ 
— on 
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once reſolv d to make you feel the effects of 
our Reſentment, but we were ſomewhat 
pacified upon hearing the occaſion of this 
extraordinary Action. We wiſh that Princes 
may learn, from an example of this nature, 
to underſtand how much they are oblig d to 
guard, protect and defend their Subjects; 
| ſince God has ſet them over the People for 
this end, and when Acted with Cruelty, 
they behaye themſelves otherwiſe than they 
ought to do, they render themſelves unwor- 


ing the office of a Prince, their Dignity ceaſes 
with the Execution of their Truſt. It can- 
not be d:ny'd that God ſometimes to puniſh 
a perverſe and obſtinate People, ſends them a 
Tyrannical and Inhuman Prince ; whole Bur- 
thens the People are oblig d to endure, becauſe 
It 15 not lawful for 'em to attempt againſt 
their Soveraign on any account whatſoever. 


not endure a Wolf inſtead of a Shepherd, 
nor is any man bound to let himſelf fall 
a Sacrifice to fatisfie a Tyrants Cruelty , 
who 13 oblig'd to act with Tuſtice, as he 
s a Prince. He who propoſes nothing to 
himſelf but Luxury amidit his Grandure, and 


bis Glory, but not his Title, but he who uſes 
Authority as a Scourge, and Razor to whip 
and flea his Subjects, forfeits both; for his 


in 


thy to be own'd as Princes, for not perform- 


— — — 3 —— — 
—— — os: 
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Yet Reaſon which is above Decency, can- 


intends to reign only that he may enjoy, loſes 


Peo- 
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People are under no Obligation to acknoyw - 
ledge him for their Prince, who does not own 
them for his Subjects, and are excuſable 
on the ſcore of Self Preſervation if to ſave 
their Lives, they provide themſelves with ano- 
ther Prince, and baniſh the deſtroyer. But 
becauſe Subjects are commonly worſe than 
the Tyrant who oppreſſes them; God does 


not grant *em knowledge or the effectual | 

means to free themſelves from his Power, 

1 \ 

| > IE e 
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| 

To Spencer, ke 

He i commanaed to declare his Majeſty's Inten: th 

tion to the Modern Poets. ar 

Jn the Ori- HE Advertiſements which we daily th 
on, receive in Parnaſſus, concerning the MW B⸗ 
miilſerable condition of our beloved Poetry, an 
encrea'e our deſire to provide ſome Remedy FIC 

againſt the Diſorders it labours under; and to 

for this end we formerly ſent Homer and are 

Virgil our fai hfol Servants, Embaſſadors to WI 

moſt of the Princes in the World, to per- Co 


ſwade 'em to take Care in this Matter; but 
fince thoſe Endeavours have proved vain, we poſ 
command you as the Prince of Engliſh Poe- 
try, ta declare our Intention; which is, "_ 


wunng 8 
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all thoſe fooliſh Bards, who have never drunk 
the Waters of Aganippe, amongſt our Muſes, 
but only Muddy Ale in Cellars amongſt the 
drunken Rabble, may be made to under- 
ſtand that they incurr the Puniſhment of 
perpetual Infamy, if they hereafter pre- 
{ume to defile Paper with Ink and filthy 
Grubſtreet Rhimes. We would have 'em 
likewiſe take notice that none of theſe Com- 
poſitions, which have not a Perſon of known 
worth and honour for their Subject, ſhall ever 
enter Parnaſſus ; but be immediately com- 
mitted to the Flames, and their Authors 
ſeverely puniſhed ; for we are reſolv'd to 
leave nothing unefſay'd for ſuppreſſing ſo 
great an Abuſe. You know, 1n former times 
the Subjects of Poetry, were only Heroical 
and glorious, great, virtuous and conſpicuous 
Perſons, whoſe Actions were renown'd all 
the World over; whereas the neceſſitous 
Bards of the preſent Age chooſe worthleſs 
and obſcure Subjects; and what is {till more 
rid iculous, whereas one Poet was formerly 
to celebrate many Heroes, now many Poets 
are not able to ſatisfie one ambitious Upſtart 
who deſerves a Satyr, not an Epick Poem in his 
Commendation ; Wherefore we can no lon- 
ger endure to fee Poetry apply*d to ill; Pur- 
poſes , that thoſe Applauſes, and honourable 
Compoſitions, which ought to be reſerved 
{crown Princes with, after conqueſt, ſhould = 
& be 
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be thrown away upon Lord-May ors, Biſhops, 


Lords, Citizens, Trained-band Men, and Pal. 


troons. 


L ET T ER MAN 
To Marcus Tullius Cicero, 
He is commanded by bis Majeſty to Expunge 
this Saying ont of his Boot, Domus unius 


cujuſque Juris Conſulti oraculum eſt Ci. 


\ apr 1212 


Tl Very man is oblig'd to raiſe the Credit of 
his own Profeſſion; and therefore we 
wonder not, that you being the Fountain of 
Eloquence, and the Prince Lawyers , have 
been ſo laviſh in the praiſe of your Profeſſion, 


which has made your Name fo famous that 
you ſhall live ſo long as Learning has a being. 


We are mightily pleas'd that Eloquence has 
gain'd ſo great credit in the World, for the 
common benefit of the Sciences, for we al- 


ways had a particular eſteem for thoſe who 


ſpeak ſeaſonably , elegantly , methodically, 
with purity and without affectation; ſince 
there is nothing of ſo great advantage to hu- 


man Society, as there nothing of leſs uſe 


than buried Learning, for as thoſe Men 
who are not able to expreſs their thoughts 


are 


n , 4 — 
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are but to be accounted a kind of Mutes; 

ſo on the other hand, nothing is ſo irkſom as 

to hear an impertinent Coxcomb, ho fancies 
himſelf a mighty Orator, talk an hour toge- 

ther about nothing. But fince this Art is be- 

come no leſs mercenary than others, ſince 

Men learn to ſpeak, not for Ornatnent but 
Intereſt : we have reſolv'd to write to Prin- 

ces, about correQing the Abuſes of the Bar; 

and we command you to expunge that Say. 
ing out of your Books, Domus unius tujhſque 

Juris Conſulti Oracalam eff Civitatis , ſince . 
they may more properly be call'd the Dreins 
into which the Subſtance of poor Citizens 

run. | 


ITT PR nn. 
To Charles the Fifth Emperour, 


His Majeſty expreſſes his Diſpleaſtre at his, 
| | Abdicating the Empire. by 


C— 


7 Hilſt we were delighted to ſee all 
Toagues and Pens employ'd in cele- 
brating your Glories, News came to Par- 
naſſas that you had renounc'd the Empire, to 
our great diſſatisfaction and the infinite A- 
mazement of all the Princes of our Court, 
jor none of them applauded you for it. 
7 od» on ot Great 
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Actions whilſt prais'd by ſome are con. 

demned by others; and ſince none could ac. 
cuſe you of meanneſs of Spirit, ſome malj. 

cious People reported, that finding your {elf 
advanc'd to the height of human Glory, which 
admitted not of Addition fearing to lofe what 
you poſleſsd , you thought it Prudence to 
deſcend of your own accord, being ambi- W I 
tious of the new Glory you expected from c 
reſigning the Empire; and contenting your c 
ſelf with the greatneſs of your Mind. We 
have not hitherto given our Judgment on 
this Action, doubting it would not prove { 
much to the advantage of your Reputation; 
as you imagine. This Reſignation 1 put 
us into no ſmall Paſſion, ſince you defrauded 
Immortality by it of thoſe glorious Actions 
ſhe expected from you; the Chriſtian Em- 
pire of a famous, fortunate, renowned Empe- 
rour and Captain; and your felt of the occa- 
ſion of ſhewing, that your Virtue was grea- 
ter than your Fortune. Nor have we as yet 
decided the Queſtion ſo much diſputed by our 
Moralifts; whether renouncing the Empire 
was the effect of generoſity or no; becauſe to 
give away all we have (unleſs it were to 
diſcharge our ſelves of the burden of earthly 
things, for the Service of God) may be ra: 
ther be calbd an effect of Madneſs. The Noiſe 
and Hurry of Buſineſs are a burthen to good 
Princes, who only love Soveraignty for tic 
4 prelere 
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preſervation of their Subjects, but not fo 
great a burthen as that of Subjection; nor 
is the trouble of Commanding greater 
than that of Obey ing. So powerful is the 
deſire of Reigning, that it leaves no place 
for Reaſon, Law or Piety, and fo Beautiful 
ſo Charming a Miſtreſs is Aurhority, thar no 
Man ever yet forſook her who had the Power 
or wit to keep her; for he who is once ac- 
quainted with the Advantages of Govern- 
ing, never renounces the Poſſeiſion of it with- 
out a cauſe; Tho? Crowns are painted with 
a thouſand Cares and Dangers round about 
*em, either for the Glory of thoſe that wear 
'em, or others who eavy the Grandure they 
can never obtain. He who has labonr'd, who 
has violated all Laws for the ſake of a Scep- 
ter, which he Graſps only to throw away 
again; either wants the Power to hold it, or 
the Wiſdom to prize it; and he who refuſes 
to reign 4 deſerves to ſerve. Tis true the 
fear of loſing Authority, may put a man upon 
the Deſperate Reſolution of leaving it: Since 
'tis Prudence to give away that before it be 


but then it muſt needs be confeſt a meannefs 
of Spirit to fear in the height of Grandure, 
nor ſhould that Dignity be renounced which 
can be defended by force. He who is too 
much afraid of Fortune, is too diſtruſtful of 
his own Virtue; But you perhaps fear'd ſhe 
{hould 


loſt, which is not in our power to keep; 
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ſhould deſert you, becauſe ſhe had no higher 
ſtep to raiſe you to, and deſcended, becauſe 


you ſcorn'd to decline, perſwading your ſelf | 


that to come down was no leſs glorious than 

ſafe; but tis a ſhame, that Fortune ſhould 

terrifie your Virtue, or that your Valour 

So lad an ſhould give place to Fear; You ſhould have 
ErgliſbPo- reflected that there was no leſs Virtue in 
argen maintaining what you poſſeſd, than in ma: 
Peas ee e ws 5 A — - 
— very ane et at it Was far more glo- 

Tae e riow to fall heal fe 
: = than ſtep down from the 
Pinnacle of Authority ; becauſe the ſhorteſt 

Evil is to be choſen ; therefore he who faid, 

Si cadendum eſſet; è cœlo cecidiſſe velim, was 

a Man of as much Courage as Judgment; 

for 'tis a glorious Infelicity to ſurvive the 

loſt Grandure. And tho? another of our Vi- 

taoſi thought it Maximum infelicitatis genus 

aliquando fuiſſe felicem ; yet in the Cale of 

Soveraignity 'tis much better to have been 

once a Maſter, than to be a Servant always. 

It muſt be confeſs d, you are of an Age that 

requires repoſe from Buſineſs 3 and being 

able to ſay, Feliciter quem dederat Curſum for- 
tuna, peregi, under pretence of retiring from 
Trouble, you have {:cur'd your ſelf from thc 

Power of Chance, expecting to obtain that 


Glory by renouncing ſo great an Empire and 


ſo well ſettled a Monarchy, which you or 
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not by keeping em. But whatever might 
be the Cauſe which moved . 0 to this, we 
were diſpleas'd to ſee the Chriſtian Empire 
depriv'd of your Perſon, and of the occaſion 
of adding new Honours to your Merit; 
wherefore we reſolv'd to let you know that 
we do not believe you reſign d the Govern» 
ment, with a Deſign to take your Eaſe: 
being convinc'd that Men may be weary of 
every kind of Buſineſs, but that of reigning. 


LET 'T ER n 
To the People of Franconia, 


They are praiſed by his Majeſty, becauſe upon 
their removal from Franconia to Gallia , 
when their Laws were made, they Reſolu'd 

among ſt other things they enacted, That their 
Crown ſhould become Hereditary, and go by 
Succeſſion. 15 Dy 


E could not have receiv*d more agree- 

able News, than that you have de- 
termin'd to ſettle the Crown by Succeſſion, 
tor the Preſervation of your Kingdom ; for 
the firſt means to render a State ſafe from 
without, ought to be by ſecuring it at home. 
And they who have deſigned to enlarge their 
Dominions, and aim'd rather at the more 

diſtam 


W K prone 
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moſt durable, and that Ballance which ſo 


of him who ſtrives to preſerve em. He who 
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than neighbouring Provinces, have labour d 
under Perpetual Inconveniences , and oſten 
met with final Deſtruction, before they ex- 
pected it, by expoſing the Heart of their 
State too much to Danger. Forms of Goyern- 
ment, are the laſting and neceſſary Founda. 
tions whereon vaſt Monarchies have been 
built; and as the firſt Conſideration ſhould 
be the means of preſerving before thoſe of 
agrandizing a State, ſo Security is to be pre- 
ferrd before Eminency, and Stability before 
Ornament. The moſt regular Laws are the 


well unites contrary parts together, ought 
to be the moſt Eſſential Foundation of this 
Legal Machine; ſince thoſe things which 
are liable to Diſorder and Alteration, when 
their Courſe is not Natural, end in the ruine 


firſt ſet up for Soveraignity , firſt made it 
his Buſineſs to find a People that would be 
content to ſerve him, and the eaſſier to fe- 
cure himſelf in the Poſleſſion of his Superio- 
rity, invented Ways to arrive at it inſenſibly, 
covering the private Advantage he propoſed 
to himſelf, with the toil, uneaſineſs and dan- 
gers which he underwent for the Publick 
Good, that his drift might not be obſerv'd 
nor his deſign prevented , juſt like a crafty 
Jockey, who to tame an unmanag'd Col, 
firſt cheriſhes and ſtrokes him, till he has 76 
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the Bit in his Mouth and ſecurely mounted 
the Saddle; but then whips and ſpurs with- 
out concern. To accompliſh the Perfection 
of this Ballance, proper means muſt firſt be 
invented, that he who commands may have 
thoſe who are willing to obey, and he who 
obeys may be contented with Subject ion; for 
the Subjects Love always produces a happy 
Reign; the Peoples Loyalty being the firm- 
eſt and only Support of the Throne. The 
National Humour and Manners of a Prince 
are no doubt moſt agreeable to Subjects; 
who notwithſtanding he is naturally vitious, 
is yet abundantly more acceptable to em than 
a Forreigner. Nor is the Affection of Sub- 
jects confin d to the Single Perſon of their 
Prince, it extends it ſelf to the whole Fami- 
ly, and delights in that which it lawfully 
calls its own ; for thoſe things which can be 
calld by the Relative epithet Mine, are al- 
ways dear to us. Wherefore you have wiſe- 
ly conſider d the Dangers which attend the 
Change of Governours , that Foreign Hu- 
mours, Perſons, Blood, and unknown Cu- 
ſtoms, are never acceptable; that new Affe- 
tion is ſtill doubtful; and every Novelty 
dangerous. But when a State has Succeſſion 
tor its Baſis, it ſtands upon a firm foundation; 
becauſe no Man would endeavour to De- 
throne his Prince, but in hopes of getting a 
Crown for himſelf, when he had made a Va- 
| Cancy; 
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cancy which a Numeraus Family in an He. 
9 Kingdom gives no Grounds to ex. 


pert deed, it muſt be granted that Ele. 
ction may be grounded on Merit and Virtue, 


whereas Succethion has only Fortune for its 
Foundation; But as all other things, ſo Ele. 
Qtion too derives its Being from Chance, and 
not from Reaſon. We muſt alſo give ſome 
Allawance to Blood, which having Original 
Majeſty, n Actions agreeable to its 
Glorious Stock, and never degenerates from 
Virtue, till it has firſt degenerated from its 
own Property ; there are ſome Examples in- 
deed to the contrary ; but there is no Rule 
without Exception. ?Tis ſufficient that he 
who is Born a Prince, has, beſides his natural 
Genius, a particular Obligation to live and 
die as ſuch, and that Actions conformable to 
his Birth, are Natural in him rather than Ar. 
tificial. But ElefQive Countries where the 
longeſt Sword is the deciſive Judge of Meri, 
are liable during their Interregnum to a thou 
{and Differences and Inconveniencies; fora | 
State without a Prince may be call'd a Body 

| without a Head ; which being conſequently 
BY Blind is frequently led aſtray by the Affection 
and Paſſions of the Electors, the number of 
Prerenders, the averſion of the People to the 
Perſons, the diffidence of Great Men, the 
Suſpicion of the meaneſt Sort, and the Di- 


affection of all, Beſides no certain Judgmer 
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can be formd of any Man either Private or 
Noble, till he has given Proofs of his Con- 
duct by his Management; for Virtue fre- 
quently expires in Authority, and Merit in 


Honours; many have been thought good 


before their Promotion to a Throne, ho 
have given but ſmall Satisfaction to their Sub- 
jets, Virtue is rarely ingrafted into Power. 
It muſt be born with it, for 'tis a great Step 


| rity which we never poſſeſs'd before, fre- 


new Paſſions, which wedid know our ſelves 
ſubject to, nor are any People guilty of 
greater Extravagancies, than they who 
being come to the higheſt Dignities, are gid- 
dy with the admiration of their new Autho- 
rity, and: think they are doing well, whilſt 
they are putting their moſt unaccountable 
Whimſies in practice. But as the Proverb 
has it, Manners are chang'd by Honours ; 


aſham?d to retain their former Cuſtoms, as 
if they lay under an Obligation to alter 
their Nature, When they changed their Con- 


ll joy fully ſubmit to this Law ; ſince thoſe 


R either 


from Servitude to Dominion; and Autho- 


quently creates extraordinary Deſires and 


lo it ſeems Men once rais'd to Autho- 
rity forget their ancient Servitude, and are - 


dition. Therefore we highly applaud your 
reſolution to have Princes of your own Na- 
tion; and we aſſure you all your Sac bo" | 
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States where the Succeſſion is not ſpeedy, - 


142 


Amylot de 


Horuza, 
who writ 
the Hiſtory 
of Venice 
in French, 
abuſes the 
Kebublick 
for ibis Bu- 
ſineſt of 
Cyptus. 


n 


your Poſterity, and 


Letters from APOLLO. 
either by Election or Inheritance are in aper 
——_ Oe 
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LETTER chm 
7. Gedꝛge Comaro, A Uenotie 


Senatoz, 


He its aiſed by his Maje 5 becauſe, when he 
was ety his Republick 4 to Caleb Cor- 


| 

naro $2, of C prus, his Siſter, to pe. 
ſwade her to 3 her Ring — into yh J 
hands of the Senate, he Mean the Interef 
of . Country before his own A : 
think our ſelves oblig d to praiſe c 

VY you, more for the Affection you Den tt 
ſhewn to your Country, than the Honour . © 
which you poſſeſs, more for the perſonal WW fe 
Virtue than for your Nobility of Blood, ſinæ te 
the * of the Mi xy ws abundanly ed 
preferable to the Benefits of Fortung. You MW T 
have done an AQion fo glorious ſo-memora- t 
ble, that the Injury of time ſhall not be ſuff. WW th. 
cient to blot out; you have merited for al cit 


your Name ſhall foreve! 
recorded withqhacof Regulus, | How wil 
edound to the Glory of your oy 
when in times to come it ſhall be Aid, cht 

umu, your Father, laid auch Obige 
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bn Janes King of Oprus, that he ſer a Crown 
upon the Head of Catherine his Daughter; 
when it Hall be faid, that Marcus Cornaro had 
a Daugliter a Queen, whilit he nothing moved 
with Ambition, lived in his Republick as a 
private Citizen ; that you to the honour of 
the Peretian Republick; adoriid: her Tem- 
ples with a Crown, wirhoat drawing 4 


thing but the good of your Country, you 


* 


dom tothe Republick, whoſe Daughter ſhe 
was by Adoprion.Your Commonwealth never 


hereafter, ſo affectionate, ſo faithful a Citizen 
as your felf, who have ſo honeſtly diſ- 
charg d the Confidence put in you, and like a 
true Republican, made her Intereſt your 


for your ſelf, nor could it have bien impu- 
ted to you for a failing, that you was tempt- 
ed by a. Crown, to which you had ſo near a 


ir is 10 petſwade CrSwnd Heads" to refigh 


= RE _ ſtory, 


Sword And laſtly, that forgetting” every 


perſwaded your Siſter to renounce her King 


had heretofore, nor perhaps ſhall never have 


own, for you might eaſilier have prevaild 


Title. Well knowing how difficult a task 


their Power, fince there were no Reafotis'for- 
cidle enough, nor words worthy to be heard 
12 n bs 995% Shs 353 - a6 
in ſo exttaordinar) caſe, you wiely lies 
o more your'Siſter” by Ambiriom; vou be- 
Prelented the Religning of her Sckprer as 
one of ile braveſt, moſt generdus and gi. 
rioas Actions that cduld be recorded” im Hi. 
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ſtory. And becauſe the Art of Perſwaſigg 
conſiſts in intereſting the hearer in the Dif. 
courſe of the Speaker, you laid before her the 
Danger ſhe was in of unhappily loſing 
that the might ſo gloriouſly give away, 
to thoſe ſhe was obliged to with an act of 
Generoſity, which would forever Remain in 
the Temple of Immortality. The Succeſs 
of your Negociation has proved you the prea- 
. wi Orator in the World, and the faithfulkeſ 
= Citizen of your Republick ; for never any 
L man before you had Rhetorick enough to 
* obtain a Demand of this Nature, and there 
are but few Inſtances in Hiſtory of the Citi. 
zens who have preferr'd the Publick Good 
to their own, eſpecially in an Affair of ſo 
great Importance. 15 


LE TTER cxLIx. 
To Uirgilius Malvezz i. 


The Mar- He is commanded by bis Majeſty to C ancel that 
qui Mal Saying Porta Judicis nem ni clauditur. . 


vezzi was 


born at Bo- | W e OG 
| 2 ; TY E have by our former Letters el 
the Law, you frequent Marks of the Eſteem 


Plyjick, Ma we have for your Works, wherein you have 


— Pbematicks, f ö 6 
Muſic The ſhewn the brightneſs of your Wit and the 


ology, &c. happineſs of your Thought. Tann ke. 
. | : t E - 
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therefore worthy to be honour'd with our 
Commands; This is to acquaint you, that 
we deſign to expunge ſome Senrences out 
of our Literatis Works which ſeem rid1- 


culous tothe World, becauſe they do not 


agree with the Practice of the Age They 
who write, often do it to fatisfie their Am- 
bition, ſometimes ſor the Advantage of others, 
but oftner for their own Intereſt, repreſenting 
things more proper for Admiration than Pra- 
ice, for our good Literati do preſuppoſe 
their Readers to be as virtuous as them- 
ſelves; as if Virtue were as frequently to be 


found amongſt Men, as it is to ſeen in Books, 


But Practice, in which things ſucceed not 
ſo eaſily as they are writ, makes it evidently 
appear, that ſome Sentences, Maxims, and 
Inſtructions are only the Dreams of Lite- 


rati, meer Shadows of Truth; and the Rules 
to attain that Imaginary Perfection, only 


to be found in Paper. And ſince Vice has 
prevaiłd againſt Virtue, and the wiſer fort, 
have endeavour'd to appear good, whilſt 
they were not fo, the Maſters of this Pro- 


inſtruct others how to live well, than to 
obſcrve the ſame Rules our ſ:lves. Were 
good Precepts as much practisd as the 
are applauded, the Laws would ſoon loſe 
their Sting; and the World inſenſibly fall 
| | R 3 into 


feſſion have loſt their Scholars, who are all 
turn'd Maſters; becauſe 'cis much eaſier to 
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elauditur; being vvell aſſur'd that: 
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become irkſom for want of thoſe pritty Va- 
rieties which ariſe from Diſorder.” Now, 
becauſe cis a Shame to Mankind, that 
Perfection of Life ſhould be only ſeen in 
Boaks, and being unwilling that our beloved 
Lirerati ſhould be thought Liars, we have 
ręſolv d to caule many things they have writ 
tro be expung d, becauſe they are contradicted 


by Practice. Wherefore vve command you 


to cancel this Say ing, Porta judicit nemin 
many ſtand 
at them oppreſs'd vvith Miſery and Injuſtice, 
whilſt the paſſage is block d up by thei 


Rich Adverſzry, and the Judge weighs the 


* 4 eee eee eee 


Merit of the Perſon, not of the Cauſe, 
Wherefore we wonder how this Sentence 
firſt got footing in the World fince power- 
ful Yillany has in all Ages been tao firong 
for poor Jngocence, oo 
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» Dans King of Pella, | 

He is blamed by his wee bees of the fo 


 perfluous Pomp which was found in his Camp, 
Kr he was overtome by Alexander. 


IE were ſenſibly aflifted: for your fall | 
at the feet of your ſucceſsful Con- 
queror, becauſe the more unexpected ſtrokes 
are, they deſerve the more pity: and cannot 
be ſufficiently lamented, Your Ruin isa ſuf- 
ficient proof of the Inconſtancy of Fortune, 
the Law of Deſtiny, the frailty of Grandure, 
and the Inſtability of Human things: Per. 
haps you may be amazed to fee a Field co» 
vered with dead: Bodies, and flowing with 
innocent. Blood ; for the vanity,infolence and 
cruelty of an Ambitious humour, will afford 
vou ſufficient Matter for Reflection and 
Wonder; nor will you be leſs amazed to be. 
hold the Author of this Conſuſion, whis 
treads on human Bones as on a Footſtool to 
his Triumph. Yau are overcome, Fortune 
has plac'd you in a Condition, to try the 
temper of your Mind, which: could not be 
known in Proſperity And a Royal breaft 
ought: to endure the: ſHock with a Graudure 
af Mind proportionable to the Character it 
R 4 once 


148 Letters from APOLLO. 


once bore; remembring that Fortune is not 

oblig'd to continue the Favours ſhe has be. 
ſtow'd, ſhe is the intire Miſtreſs and Diſpoſer 
of 'em, gives and re- aſſumes to ſatisſie her 
fickle humour. You have nothing left except 
your Life; However if you have reſery'd 
Conſtancy in this ſuddain turn of Fortune, 
ou have diſappointed her Malice; you ſhall 
be Darius ſtill; tho you are ro Monarch, and 
more than Man by being leſs than Prince: 
for had = continued fortunate all your Lik, 
Death, the great Leveller, would have made 
you equal with your Vaſſals; nor would your 
Aſhes have receiv*d more Satisfaction in be- 
ing laid ina pompous Coffin than a common 
Burial place. This turn of Affairs may con- 
vince you, that the condition · of the Great is 
no leſs liable to change, than that of Private 
men; and tho' the ſmart of the Bruiſe bear 
proportion to the height of the Fall, yet the 
Sorrow of loſing all is ſtill the ſame; for 
Miſeries in Extremity admit of no diſtinction 
Fortune has intirely declar'd for the Vido- 
rious Alexander, who ſcems to be her Con- 
ſtant Minion; yet he is not ſo certain to fall 
a Monarch as Alexander; and even your Mis 
fortunes may afford you this Comfort, that 
it may admit of a Diſpute , whether to be 
overcome by - Alexander ſhould be reckon'd 
in the number of Miſeries or Glories; ſince 
conſtant Succeſs attends his Enfgns, nor : 


2 X 


2 2 . . Ws > 1 7 4 Py 
4 6 : 4 7 * 
: —— . LW; = e 43 IIs mtr „nn as" ge 3 S e 4 — 
. 


r —— Rte £- 
CHEE Bow >” _— n 


Se. © A SA Rd. 
— — _ 2 
1 ali * 4 — 2 8 
4 * 1 * 8 
1 
” il 


Letters from A POL LO. 


it poſſible to oppoſe the torrent of his Victo· 
ries without meeting Deſtruction. But your 


Fate ſhould doubly be bemoan'd on this 


ſcore, that with the Goods of Fortune you 
have loſt your Reputation; your Enemy had 


reaſon to expect an eaſie Conqueſt oer a Foe 


oder whelm'd with Luxury, o'er one who 
would not venture to the Camp without all 


the ſoft Effeminate Delights and Convenien- 


cies of Peace, as if troubleſom Pomp and 
Plenty were the only a Rng mat ks of 
Royalty. Twas no reflection to be over- 
come, but to be found attended with a nu- 
merous company of Servants, three hundred 
Muſicians, forty ſix Men for making of Gar- 


lands and Noſe- gays, two hundred and ſixty 


Cooks, twenty nine Potters, forty Perfumers, 
eighty Engineers for your. Table and Cellar, 


and plenty of other troubleam Baggage un- 


worthy the Character of a Capain, Prince, 
or Warriour, was a Scandal which will ren» 
der you ridiculous to future Ages. Tis im- 
poſſible for him whoſe thoughts are not en- 
tirely bent upon the-Study of Arms to ſuc- 
ceed in War, or fora timerous and effeminate 
Soul to be capable of Noble Atchievements ; 
He who cannot reſt but on a ſoft and downy 
Bed, ſhould never go from home ; for fear 
of loſing his Conveniency and Reputation, 
tor Dangers are not to be foreſeen, the De- 
ligns of Enemies to be fruſtrated, nor War- 
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ful chan power. The truth of Princes, if they 


whiely has as many Enemies as powerful $ub- 


has already loft himſelf in Pleaſures. 


ful: The words of Great Perſons make 2 
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Icke Orders to be given on a Bed, or in the 
boſom of a Woman. Wherefore you have 
forfeited that good Opinion which the Word 
has of Perſons of your Quality, and incurrd 
our juſt diſpleafure ; nor do we wonder, that 
Victory inclinꝭd to Alexander, fince tis im- 
poſſible for him to overcome in Arms, who 


LETTER CIL 
7» Gaba Emperour. 


He is prais'd by bis Majoſty for calling the Bn 
FE A 4 Gee Booth, * . 


A tionof Monareby are good, tho they 


are law- 


þ . LL Arts that are us'd for the Preſern- 
unjuſt, but excellent when they 


deep impreſſion they are always remembred; | 
and therefore a Prince whoſe very motions 1 
obſerv'd, ſhould behave: himſelf wiſely, and WM 

uſe artiſice in words, ſince Craft is more uſe- 


have any, ſhould be in their Heart, not in theit 
Tengue; becauſe the moſt: important Affairs 
are not ſecure, without Secreſie; and Autbo- 
rity Which is envied by alb its beholders, 


ef 
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| jets, ought to keep em at a diſtance; far 
Haber not to be diſtinguiſd from fa- 
miliar Friends, and our own Servants put 
Arms into the hands of our Enemies. We 
commend yon highly for ꝓracticing this 
Maxim ſo Carefully , for we perceive this 

was your deſign when to deterr your Subjects 
from falling in Love with Authority, you 
calPd the Empire a Great Beef. However 
ve adviſe you not to depend intirely ntfs 
ſubtilty of wards, for your Beaſt is not ter- 
rible enough to fright Children. 33 
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Te Hopry the @rth of Ls 
He is blan'd by bis Majoſty for not deſtroying 


| Richard Dake of York, whoſe Authority 
was 100 Exorbitant. 
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E were not a little offended at your 
VV Error in relation to the Perſon of 
Richard Duke of York, a Prince of the Blood, 
who has Intereſt, Dependents, Induftry, 
Courage, and Vigilance; qualities no Jefs 
conſiderable than ſuſpicious in an ambitious 
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Itke Orders to be given on a Bed, ov in ide 
boſom of a Woman. Wherefore you have 
forfeited that good Opinion which the Word 
has of Perſons of your Quality, and incutrd 
our juſt diſpleafure ; nor do we wonder, that 
Victory inclin?d to Alexander, fince tis im- 
poſſible for him to overcome in Arms, who 
has already loſt himſelf in Pleaſures. 
LETTER CEE 

To Galda Emperour. 


He i prais d by bis Majeſty for calling the By. 
| - pire a Great Beaſt. 


0 i LL Arts that are us'd for tüm ern 
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tion of Monarchy are good, tho? they 
juſt, but excellent when they are law- 


un 
ful: The words of Great Perſons make 2 
deep impreſſion they are always remembred 
and therefore a Prince whoſe very motion 15 
obſerv'd, ſhould behave: himſelf wiſely, and 

uſe artifice-in words, ſince Craft is more uſe· 
ful than Power. The truth of Princes, if they 
have any, ſhould be in their Heart, not in theit 
Tengue; becauſe the moſt: impoitant Affairs 
are not ſecure, without: Secreſie ;. and Autho- 
rity Which is envied by alb its beholdess, 
whiely has as many Enemies as powerful oy 
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ets, ought to keep em at a diſtance; far 
aa not to be diſtinguiſid from fa- 
miliar Friends, and our own Ser ants put 
Arms into the hands of our Enemies. We 
commend yon highly for pratticing his 

Maxim ſo Carefully , for we perceive this 
was your deſign when to deterr your Subjects 
from falling 1a Love with Authority , you 
calPd the Empire a Great Beef. However 
ve adviſe you not to depend antirely on:this = 
ſubtilty of words, for your Beaft is not ter 


rible enough to fright Children. 
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Hei bland by bis Majeſty for 
Richard Dake of York, 


was too Exorbitant. 


FE were not a little offended at your 
Error in relation to the Perſon of 
Richard Duke of York, a Prince of the Blood, 
who has Intereſt , Dependents, Induſtry, 
Courage, and Vigilance; qualities no Jefs 
foniiderable than ſuſpicious in an ambitious 
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Spirit, and powerful Pretender. In our for. 
mer Letters ſent you on the account of the 
Dake of Somerſet, we have endeavour'd to 
inſtruct you with profitable and infallible 


Maxims; but ſince you have not improved 


by em, we once more deſire you to con- 
ſider before it be too late, what a condition 
you are  reduc'd to, and endeavour to 
reſcue your ſelf from the Dangers that fur- 


round you. Nothing excites the diſaffection 


of the People more than the Sloth and vo- 


luntary Incapacity of their Prince, becauſe 


from thence proceed numerous and inſuffe- 
rable Inconveniencies; yet notwithſtanding 
all this, you have given your ſelf up a Prey 
to your Pleaſures, as it Luxury and Great- 
neſs were inſeparable, making Pleaſure and 
Enjoymeat your chief Prerogatives ; Like an 
ungovernable Patient, who to indulge him- 
ſelf in a ſhort Courſe of Debauchery, haſtens 


his Journey into the next World, dreading 


Death leſs than the wholſom but bitter Pre- 
ſcriptions of the Doctor. You are well ac- | 
quainted with the Greatneſs of the Houſe of 

Tork, with its Authority, Pretenſion, andthe 
place it poſſeſſes in the hearts of your Subjects, 
who upon the leaſt diſcontent, always revolt 
to that Family which they formerly ſerv, 
tho with 'worſe uſage; for we think the 


preſent evil worſt, | You: could not be ig. 


norant 


ww 


Lettersfrom Ap OI LO. 


norant that your Grandfather Henry he 
of Lancaſter, a man who had the lame Au- 4 
thority and Pretenſions with the D. of Tork, Duke 
took up Arms juſt in the ſame manner againſt 
| Richard the 2d, who was forc'd to renounce 
the Crown, and afterwards was murder d by # an pe- 
him in Pomret-Caſtle. Affronts of this kind 
never die with the Perſon offended, but de- 


; Duke In the Ori- 


ſcend as hereditary to their Poſterity, and 
the moſt remote Relations think themſelves 
obliged to revenge em. You ought ſeriouſly 
do have reflected on the Injuries done the 
Houſe of York by that of Lancaſter, the open 
Enmity that was between you, and the 
power of your Adverſary, and have extir- 
pated the whole Family, at leaſt you ſhould 
have reduced em to ſuch a Condition as to 
have left 'em without the power to ſhew 
their Reſentment. Indeed to have gon pub- 
lickly to work about ſuch a Buſineſs, might 
have been of dangerous Conſequence ; Bur 
the blow may be ſecure which makes no 
noiſe, and he who has the power can never 


want the means to effect a Buſineſs of this 
Nature with as much Privacy and Security. 


| A Prince upon his firſt acceſſion to a Throne, 
heredicary Succeſſion or force, 
ep a watchful Eye upon thoſe 


whether b 
_ ought to 
who either were, or are AQuall 
ble of being his Rivals ; but eſpecia 
tnoſe Famulics that either openly or 


/ capa⸗ 


AM 
ecretly | 
keep 


Hartford 
and bu Un. 
CC hie, which 


rent Mi- 
ſtake; = 
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keep lawful Pretenfions to the Cron ottfoor; 


* fot the remoteſt Claim may prove danpe . 


A Frince ſhould not trouble his head with 
Juſtice or Piety, where his Crown' lies at 
fake, his chi Law ſhould be Self-preſetyz- 
tion; Wherefore we ſhall always” applaud 
thoſe: Eaſtern Princes, who in itmiracion of 
Solomon the firſt prackicer of that Cruel but 
neceſſary Policy, take effectual Methods to 
ſtop the Mouths of all Pretenders, not ex: 
cepting their neareſt Relations, well] knowing 


- 
that, to bethe only way for Princes to 100 ; 
the Crown upon their Heads: and inde t 
conſidering how ambitions all Men nz: \ 
cerally are, (eſpecially where their Itclin 9 

tions are heightned by a Lawful or Cole 0 
rable Pretenſion.) The Practice of this Mam BW h 
may well be excuſed, for ambitious Thoughts u 
never ceaſe till the head where th run b 
entertainment be brought to the Block: Your hi 
inglorious Sloth has dern the Occafion of fi 
your Rivals Bold neſs, and given riſe to his o 
figns, for there cannot bè a greater ten. WM of 
eftion to ĩnvade Soveraignity than the ſupine WM th 
Qrreleſsneſs of him who poſſeſſes ir. Ex un 
| five Goodneſs is no leſs Prejudicial than Ex- ¶ of 
traordinary Cruelty ; and your uncommon WW op 


Goodneſs: has been of fatal Confequence to 
your” ſelf and Kingdom, Which had not 
been imdrdfb'd in a Civil War, had youre 
removed the Cauſe. A Prinoe whol ben 
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he'll find em grown to ſo dangerous a height, 
that it will not be in his power to reduce 
em, without running the hazzard of falling 
with em; for Civil Wars never happen, 
but they prove fatal to the Perſon or Autho- 
rity of the Prince, who neglects, or cannot 
moderate the exorbitant Power of his Sub- 
jects: you had an effectual Motive, or ra- 
ther a thorn in your Eyes to have kept you 
waking ; ſince the Security of your Family 
depended intirely on the depreſſion of that 


| himſelf Secure; nor is ſure in his Dominion, 


of York ; for he who has a Rival, cannot call 


255 

it is to Purge his State before he. enjoys it, 
muſt not amuſe himſelf with the hopes that 
ill humours will ſettle of their own accord; 
for Whenſoe er he wakes from that Lethargy, 


unleſs he Reign alone. The Duke of Tore 


being rais d by your Sleepineſs rather than 
his own Induſtry, boldly carried on his De- 

ligns, gave you proof of his Strength, and 
| after he had overcome you, under pretence 
of Protecting you from the Uſurpation of 


of a King, except the Name, waiting his 
opportunity to depriveyouot that likewiſe ; 
- whilſt he diſpoſed: of the Principal Offices to 
his Confederates, making it appear that bis 
own Strength was more to be fear'd than 
your Dignity. In fine, there is hut one. Rep 


twixt 


the Duke of Somerſet, made you a Priſoner 
under a ſtrong Guard, and left you nothing 


236 


Supreme Authori 


time, who has once proved falſe. 
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*twixt him and the Crown; and you by 
taking notice of it too late, have neither the 
Means, Strength, nor Counſel to oppoſe him, 
However ſince a Door is open d by the Scorch 
and French Invaſion of England, who will 
oblige the D. of York to an Union; you may 
with Diſſimulation obtain an opportunity cf 
giving him one fatal blow, to reward paſt 
Kindneſſes; for certainly Princes ſhould ſcru- 
ple nothing for the Preſervation of that 
y which they derive from 
Heaven, and ought to aſſert ; and it were 
incorrigible Folly to truſt the Man a ſecond 


LET TRR 


They are blam d by his Majeſty, for waking « 
Diſtinction between their Lawful Chilun 
and their l.. 


>” TIS hard to determine whether your 
1 Cuſtom of diſtinguiſhing one Chill 

from another, he more fooliſh or unjuſt ; But 

we attribute it partly to the Policy of Reli. 

gion, whereby the Crafty have endeavouf d 

to put a Reſtraint upon Mankind * = 
| | | | zen 
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genſes are weakeſt; for thoſe who have been 
Ambitious to raiſe themſelves above their | 
Neighbours, have in all Ages taken the 1 
advantage of others Ignorancez which eaſil7 | 
receives, and hardly parts with the firſt Im. 
preſſion, by this means they have introduced 
Rites and Cuſtoms according to their own 
Caprice ; and what they could not eſtabliſh 
by force of Authority, they have ſettled un- 
der pretence of Religion. And becauſe the 
Generality of Mankind are void of Reaſon, 
*tis hard to redreſs the groſſeſt Abuſe, when 
it has once receiv'd it's Sanction from Cu- 
ſtom, or is grown old in Opinion; but tis 
no leſs Shame than Folly for Men to bepte- 
ſcribed by Cuſtom ; not becauſe tis reaſona-. 
ble, but becauſe 'tis what their Forefathers 
have done; not conſidering that except mat- 
ters of Faith, and things above human-com- 
prehenſion, where Ignorance is more profita- 
ble than Knowledge, they are not obliged 
to believe beyond their Reaſon ; nor follow — - 
blind Preſcription. The Law.of Matrimony I 
is no leſs holy, than reaſonable, and the hu- 1 
man Law for it is very agreeable tothe Will 
of God, ſince it ſerves at the ſame time for 
a Bridle and Satisfaction; But laying aſide 
the force of the Law, 4s more, proper for tlie 
Rule of Living, than the neceflity of acting; 
the uſe of all Women muſt certainly be the ) 
lame as to the end of Propagation ; nor can 
51 — 8 a mo- 
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ral Ceremony give a greater Privilege to the 
Agent, eclipſe the Truth, or bind the Opi. 

nion. We ſhall not here examine whether 
the Enjoyment of a married Woman be more 
lawful than that of a Miſtreſs; but we are 
iaclin'd to believe that they have both 
the ſame Effect, ſo that the Children begot 
on the latter, deſcending from the ſame Loins 
are no leſs the Iſſue of the Father than the 
reſt; otherwiſe filial Love would be caſual, 
and natural Affection groundleſs. is true, 
the Foundation of Natural Affection, is tbe 
aſſurance of Conſtancy in the Woman; but 
we cannot be ſecure of that Conſtancy in a 
Wife more than a Miſtreſs; for Women loſe 
not their Nature by being confin'd ; but on the 
- contrary receive a temptation from the Pro- 
hibition, equal to that of their Inclination : 
Since therefore this ſuppoſed certainty mult 
of neceſſity be admitted, Men are obliged 
to procure the ſureſt Means for the attain. 
ment of it. We muſt not here be underſtood 
to ſpeak of thofe Harlots of whom we know / 
nothing certain but their Lewdneſs, but only 
ol ſuch Women who are not diſtinguiſnd 
from Wives, but by Opinion: And there. 
fore we are highly offended at the Folly and 
Impiety of thoſe Men who place ſo wide a 
diſtin&ion' between the Children born of a 
Miſtreſs, and thoſe begot in Wedlock ; ſince 


the firſt belong as much to em as the = 


** 
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ter, and the: Aſſurance of Conſtancy is equal 
in em both: as if thoſe were leſs their Chil- 
dren than the other, and had not ſprung 
from the ſame Loins; becauſe they were 
begot by an unnatural Father; and forced 
to feel the weight of his Impiety. | 
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To the People of Nap'es, 


3 His Majeſty reproves em for having made an 
Inxſurrection againſt the Spaniſn Govern- 


ment. 1 


coccaſiond various Diſcourſes among 
our Politicians; who ſay, you have ſet your 
Straw on fire, which being conſum d, you 
will be hereafter oblig'd to ſleep on the bare 
Ground. Man being free by Nature ſtill 
aſpires to Liberty, and covets Authority; 
therefore your fault deſerves Pity hut no Par- 
don; for you ſhould: have conſidei'd, that 
All Nations have chang'd their Government 
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HE News of your Strange Revolt, 
0 


at one time or other, that Revolutions have 
happend in all Places 2 So _ has been 


governd by the Saxons, Engliſb, Danes, and 


Normans ; Spain is already divided into as 
many pieces, as it has had Kingdoms; France 
9 74480 Sa eh: 


has 
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has Crown d foreign Kings, and frequently) 
ran the hazard of falling into the hands of 
her Enemies; Itah was, and is the Mans 

who takes it; The Empire. has paſt from the 

Eaſt to the Weſt ; And you have been ſubje& 

to the Power of the French, Germans, Arrg« 

gons, and Caſtilians; nor were you ever more 

civilly treated than by the Spanzards ; for if 

at any time you have been unreaſonably op- 

preſs d, tho not beyond your Strength, twas 
done by Miniſters (without the knowledge 
of your lawful Prince) who being well ac- 
quainted with your ungovernable Nature, 
have let out your pureſt Blood to free you 
from the worſt. You have attempted to 
ſhake off the Yoke, under pretence of caſing 
your ſelves of the Burthen, not conſidering 
that he who is born to obey, cannot procure 
his Liberty without committing a Crime, 
and rendring the Enterprize as vain as dan- 
gerous; becauſe: the fury of the People is 
always attended with Diſorder, and Diſorder 
in Revolts produces certain ruine; tis eaſſe 
fer the People to take up Arms; but tis a8 
impoſſible for em to maintain themſelves; 
as tis for an unruly Mob when they have 
quitted their Subjection, to agree upon a 
netu Form of Government, for being always 
conſus d, eruel and diffident, they cannot la 


a durable foundation ſor a Change: Where 
fore many Attempts of this Nature hat mit 
% ©. carry'd 
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carry'd ; For where the Nobility are Power- 
ful the Common People cannot uſurp Autho- 
rity; becauſe the former cannot be ſo ſoon 
deftroyd as to leave the People no Obſtacle, 


Popular Dominion is much eaſier ſet up than 
maintain'd, becauſe ir cannot ſucceed whilſt 


the Nobility exiſt to oppoſe it, and a power- 


ful and offended Prince to puniſh it. To - 
make a Revolution ſure, it muſt be ſudden; 


for the eaſieſt way to deſtroy an Enemy, is 
not to allow him time to prepare for his de- 
fence; for an unexpected blow is the ſecu- 
reſt; But the People have nor Feet nor Judg- 
ment fit for ſuch an Enterprize, they cannot 


move without Noiſe, Diſorder, and Danger; 


for tho' their fury beimpetuous, which adds 
to their Power; yet they are as iatractable as 
furious, and as cowardly as terrible. Thus 


they are imprudent in their Counfels, con- 


fuss d in their Commiſſions, and irreſolute in 


their Executions. You are a People that 
ſhould. never be truſted with Liberty; for 
77 are uncapable of governing your ſelves; 


They who begin their Actions with Fury, 


cannot carry em with Prudence, nor bring 
them to a happy iſſue ; and you choſe the rea» 
dy road to deſtruction, forbeing a Body with · 
out a Head or a Head without Eyes and 


Judgment, was impoſfible for you to ſee 


your Danger to provide for your Neceſſities, 
or apply Remed es ſuitable to your Diſeaſv. 
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You deſign'd to ſet up a Commonwealth, 


which beginning with too much Violence, / 


could not receive Nouriſhmeat to keep it 
long alive; for a Government begun with 
Arms, cannot be ſupported by any other 
Means. Tis therefore no AMidtion to us to 
hear you are reduced to your focmer Obedi- 

ence, for we are well acquainted with your 


reſtleſs temper; and fince you were born 


les you was a Magician ; but we have Ihe wn 


£ 


Slaves, let us adviſe you hereafter never to 
deſert your Shops, being convinced by this 

bloody Experience, that they who were 
born Subjects, have neither Courage nor Ta- 
to their defire of Com. 
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Jo James 3d. B. of Scotland. 


* 


He is prais'd by his Majeſty, for having de 


priv d ſeveral Men of Quality of their 28 
ces, and confer d them on Perſons of meuner 
NO F SUS / 


Rank. 


E have reprov'd you in our former 


: 


VV Letters, becauſe you employ'd your 


time in the Study of Witchcraft, perſwading 
our ſelf that you could not be a King, un- 


you. 
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you the Vanity of that Art. And our preſent 
deſign is to applaud your Prudence in depri- 
ving Men of Quality of the chief Offices in the 


Kingdom, and beſtowing em on thoſe of 
meaner Rank; for 'tis not always true that 
the Greatneſs of a Prince depends on that of 


his Subjects, or that his Strength is meaſurd 


by that of his Officers; Experience on the 


contrary bas ſhewn, that he is ſafer amongſt 
many poor Subjects, than when ſurrounded 
with few rich and powerful; Great Heads 
always ecclipſe that of their Sovereign, and 
large Purſes, wrong the Princes Treaſury, 
which ſhould not be open'd, but to receive 
Supplies. A Powerful and beneficial Poſt 
attended with conſiderable and liberal riches 
in the hands of a Subject, diminiſhes his 
Princes credit; whos. to preſerve his Power, 
is ſometimes obliged to be covetous. In ſhort, 
a Prince has as many Battering rams planted 
againſt his Grearneſs, as he has powerful 
Subjects in Authority ; as many Rivals as 
Peers, and as many Enemies as Companions 
and Partners, for Ambition encreaſes propor- 
tionably to Greatneſs; and *tis impoſſible for a 
Prince to pull down a ſtrong Building, with- 
out running the hazard of being oer helm d 
with its fall. A Prince indeed is but the Head, 
and therefore has occaſion for other Mem- 


bers, but not for ſuch as preſume to aim at 


the Head; and ſince Ambition cannot be 
S 4 quell'd 
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quelPd without taking away the Rebels Life, 
tis Wiſdom in a Prince not to employ great 
Perſons in his Service, who will rather drown 
than ſupport him. We have already obfery'd, 
that all thoſe Princes who have practiſed this 
infallible Maxim, have preſervd their Au- 
thority intire, and themſelves from Civil 
Wars, which take their riſe from the exceſ« 
five greatneſs of Subjects, who could not be. 
come Rebels were they not firſt Powerful, 
'Tis true, the Nobility of Peers ballances the 
Preſumption of the Commons, is a Skreen 
to the Prince, and the Ornament and Secu- 
rity of the State; but yet they ſhould not be 
intruſted with an immoderate Authority; 
for it is the height of Imprudence to make 
bim formidable, or give him free accels, 
whole Nature is Ambitious. There is no In- 
ſolence more odious, no Enormity more in- 
tolerable, than that of aſpiring Servants who 
preſume to Ape their Maſters; and tho tis 
generally the temper of mean Perſonstogrow 
proud, haughty and impertinent upon Fro. 
motion to Authority; yet the Prince has this 
Advantage int (ſince none can be ſure of 
Fidelity) that he can kick them down a. 
gainwithout Danger, becauſe they are not ſup- 
ported by a powerful knot af Acquaintance. 
{any Princes have had as much reaſon to 


be jealous of the over-grown power of ſome. 
Families at home, as of their Enemies Arms 
Tae nt e eee, 
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abroad ; therefore he who keeps ſuch Perſons 
at a diſtance, does well; but he who infirely 
depreſſes em, does infinitely better. For this 
Reaſon we commend your Prudence, and 


adviſe you to perſiſt in your reſolution; yet 


leiſurely, that the blow may be leſs ſenſible 


and more ſecure; for we affure you, as the 
Prince cannot be ſafe, who has over - powerful 


Subjects; ſo he cannot be fecur*d any othe 


way but by humbling all thoſe, who being : 
eminently high, may in time raiſe themſelves 


above him: Wherefore we deem theſe Prin- 
ces worthy of Applauſe, tho? the World 
thinks 'em Tyrants, who reſpect not Nobi- 


lity of Birth, but perſonal Merit, who that 


they may not be put to the trouble of hold- 
ing their Subjects hands, keep their heads 
under their feet. 8 | 
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He 15 praiſed by his Majeſty, becauſe when he con. 


tracted a Frienaſbip with the Senate of Rome, 
he caus d bis Ambaſſadors to demand that the 


Memory of Nero ſhould be honoured, == 
O UR Addreſs to the-Senate of Rome, 


* * 


by your Ambaſſadors,that the Memory 
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of Nero might be honoured was much com- 
mended by us; becauſe we thought ita wiſe 


Requeſt ; judging you did not make it on 


the account of his Merits, but that by cau- 
fing cruel Actions to be applauded, they 


might ſerve for an example to other Princes. 


We wiſh Fortune may turn this as much to 
your Advantage as you deſerve. Becauſe 
thoſe Cruelties are not to be condemu'd which 


are neceſſary for the Preſervation of Govern- 
| ; = | | 
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To Grozge Douglaſs ad James 


They are praiſed by his M = becauſe in the 


time of the Minority of K, James the Third 
F Scotland, they adviſed the Queen ſpould 
be excluded from the Regency, inſiſting on the 
Cuſtom of their Kingdom to call the Queens, 
only by the Name of Kjngs Wives. 


PHO your Speeches againſt the Regen- 

cy of the Queen, may be thought to 

ſavour more of Intereſt than of Juſtice; yet we 

judged em reaſonable, and by this preſent 

Letter applaud your Prudence for having en- 
. deavour 
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deavourd to excludea Woman from the Go- 


vernment, by Law;Cuſtom,and Reaſon. The 


Regency of Women, as one of our Literati 
obſerves, is directly repugnant to the Law 
of Nature, which has beſtowed Prudence, 
Strength, Arms, and Authority upon Men, 
and denied · em to the other Sex; wherefore 
the Law of God has poſitively commanded 
Women to be Subject to their Husbands, in 
Every particular. We know there are ſome 
Women who may compare with Men for 


Prudence, Counſel, and Natural Parts; But 
ſince they have not a ſteady Judgment, 
conſtant Truth, and fincere Fidelity, a Door 


ſhould not be open'd to an uncertain good, 


at which infinite Evils may hereafter enter. 


The ready way to transfer a State to Stran- 


gers, or breed Civil Wars, is to deliver it up 
to the Diſcretion of a Woman, whoſe Ambit» 
tion makes her furious; her jealouſie cruel, 
her Affections blind, and Nature fooliſn. Lou 


have therefore done well to Plead for the ex - 


cluſion of your Queen from the Regency, tho? 
compleat in Virtue and Merit, that the Prece- 
dent may not hereafter be made an ill uſe of; 


for the Seaſon muſt be judged from the year 


and not from the days, and we ought not to 
think it Summer if we ſee one extraordinary 
hot day in the Month of Januar). 
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His is praifed by his Majeſty becanſe he adviſy 
+ = Publibing but of « for Lani. 


ſhew the World what eſteem." we | 
have for your Singular Virtue, we de- 
ofire we cannot add to the Affection one word 
at Expreſſions we have uſed in our former Let: 
ters, nor to the honours done you in Parnef- 
fes: And fince a new occaſion of — 
vun now offers, for your wiſe Opinion, an 
wholſom Counſel of Publiſhing, few Laws, 
we do it with the greateſt pleaſure imagi- 
gable; The Multiphcity of Laws is certainly 
an undeniable — of the corruption of 
Manners, and the neglect of Juſtice; nor 
wit [city the diſcredit than * of the _ 
Prince, who. is as much deſpiſed as offended, 
when, his Laws am trampled on. Iis true, 

Laws ought to be multiplied in proportion 

to Abuſes; for there is a Neceſſity to apply 

new Remedies to new * but then = . 
in muſt be confeſsꝰd, that Vices do not in- $h 
very faſt when the Laws are obſerv'd, 
and the Prince-takes' Care to ſee em ſtrictiy 
put in Execution; which will conſequently 


9 him the trouble of making ie 
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There's no occaſion for many, where few 
are well obſeryv d; many are not ſafh- 
cient, Where few are neglected; and *tis 
much more for the Reputation and Advan- 
tage of a Prince, that the Laws ſhould: Be 
_ and well obſerved, than many and con 
3 becauſe variety in ſtead of imprint. 

r in a Subject, breeds Confuſiods 
Wherefore: thoſe — who follow your 
Advice ſhall always be Eſteem d by us; for 
tis better not to publiſh Laws, than to ne 
le& the ns,» of em, Wicked Men 
are more reſtrainꝰd with few Punidhments 
than many Threats; and in Matters of gra 
conſequence , which may render Authority 
doubtful, and the Execution uncertain, were 
Prudent not to attempt that which cannot 
be accompliſhed, and: not to command ann 
cannot be 822725 
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To the Republitk of Uenite: N 


She ö Prajſed by his Majeſty for having laid 
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IW. carmot ſpeak of Wwe Ada. 
ration, — therefore are ſometimes 


tran — when we think of your extraors 
dinary 
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dinary Merit; for we meet not with one 


Action of yours which is not worthy of eter. 


> 


nal Encomiums : Since there is no Govern. 
ment more Religious, no Council more Pru- 
dent, no State where Order 1s ſo regular as 
in yours, who are juſtly eſteem d by us the 
— 5 and moſt happy Republick that ever 


iſhd in the World. We have in our 
former Letters endeavoured to | honour bu 


according to your deſerts; but finding daily 
new matter lor praiſe, we ſhall hereby ac- 
quaint you with the Satisfaction wereceiv'dto 
| hear you have bani{h'd the Military Art out 
of your Territories. Twas impoſlible for 
you-to make a Reſolution which concernd 
your ſafety more nearly; and tho' the un- 
thinking part of Mankind may poſſibly at 
tribute the Scarcity of able Commanders, to 
the Weakneſs, Cowardice, Soft Education 


and Effeminate Tempers of your Nobility, 


and affirm, that it may be no leſs Dange- 
rous than Scandalous to your Highneſs, that 
you are obliged to employ Forreigners to 
Command your Armies; yet were they able 
to penetrate into the Secrets of your ſingular 

Prudence and Policy, they would ſoon be 
convinced of their Error. But tis uſual for 
the Ignorant to form a Preſumptuous Judg- 
ment on the Actions of Princes by ther 
outward appearance, and eſteem. tho 
things defects which are the mo 


nn 
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and excellent reſults of Politick experience. 
The Deſtruction of the greateſt Republick 
in the World, or rather the ruines of the Re- 
publick of the World, which are yet before 
your Eyes may ſerve for an Example, which 
is more prevalent that the utmoſt Strength 


improvement is always Dangerous both at 
home and abroad; and that 'tis the more 


the old than make new Acquiſitions. A mo- 
derate Fortune is always beſt, for an over- 
grown State is ſurrounded with Ea vy abroad, 
diſturb'd with Ambition at home, and no 
leſs burthen'd with its own weight, than In- 
vaſions of Forreigners. Vou are a Common- 


ligion, eſtabliſh'd by Juſtice, exalted by Pru- 
dence, and confirm'd with Virtue ; And the 


have learn'd by Experience what Danger a 
Commonwealth. is in, when the ambition of 
Private Men is back'd by Authority ; you 
have done prudently to take the opportu- 
nity out of their hand, by removing theex- 
erciſe of Arms, in which the power of Pri- 


molt important Maxim for rendring an Ari- 


lity of Citizens in their ſeveral Ranks, and 
— 


of Argument, than an exceſſive growth and 


prudent and ſecure Undertaking to preſerve 


wealth founded in Peace, nouriſh'd by Reli- 


means of your Preſervation ſhould bear a due 
proportion to their Original. And ſince you 


vate men eclipſes that of the Publick. The 


ſtocratical Government durable, is the equa- 
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the taking Care that the Authority of Mz: 
giſtrates be never beſtow'd upon an Ambi- 
tious Perſon, who has too much Power with: 


out the Addition of an Office. Theſe are 


Rules which you carefully Practice, and 
therefore you may promiſe your ſelf eternal 
Dominion, for by confining your Authority 
to the Senate, and nor permitting your Citi- 
Zens to continue long in their Offices; you 
have effectually arm d your ſelf againſt thoſe 
Rocks on which other Republicks have 
ſplit ; and if you have not able Captains to 
lead your Troops abroad , you are freed 
from Powerful and Ambitious Senators who 
might diſturb your Peace at home; a Mis- 


fortune which colt Rome her Liberty. 
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in Ladiflaus and Matthew Ca⸗ 


-—_ - vinus. 


T hey are Feproved by his Majeſty, becauſe, after 
they were found guilty of Treaſon for putting 
the Count of Cilia to Death, they put them- 


ſelves into the Power of Matthew Corvinus 


X. f Hungary, apon his taking the & acra- 
ment that he mould not puniſh em. | 


Ix: E have upon other Occaſions con- 
c demnd ſuch Folly as yours, in thoſe 
who flatter'd themſelves with the hopes of a 


Pardon, after they had heinouſly offended a 


Prince; and thereupon raſhly threw them- 


themſelves at his feet, without conſidering, 
that injured Princes forget every thing except 
Revenge, and never wink at an offeace, but 
to render their Vengeance more ſecure. | Yet 


you, after you were ccondemn'd by Matthew 


Corrin, K. of Hungary, tor putting the Count 
or Cilia to Death, ventur d to ſurrender your 
ſelves into his hands, upon his taking the Sa- 
crament at Temiſware, that he would forget 


the Action; and to make you baniſh all Suſpi- 


tion, promis d to create one of you his Genera- 


liſfimo againſt the Turbs, and the other Lieute- 
nant General of his Kingdom. We are ſenſible. 
eee — "8 
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tis now too late for you to make uſe of our 
Advice; however we muſt tell you the folly 
of truſting a Prince after he is once diſoblig'd, 
and giving credit to his Vows of forgiveneſs; 
for Princes do not think themſelves oblig'd to 


keep thoſe Oaths, they take on purpoſe to 


deceive, ſince it ſo nearly concerns*emto'pu- 
niſh Offences, left Impunity ſhould encourage 
others to do the like. Nor ought the good 
offices done the King by your Father, to have 
encourag d you to exped᷑ a Pardon, ſince Prin- 
ces remember Benefits, no longer than the 
moment they are receiving 'em; and one 
ſingle Offence weighs more in their Ballance, 
than a thouſand Services. . 


1 ꝶ——— — — 
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7s Ariſtotle, 


He is commanded by his Majeſty to exp ans * 
Saying ; Omue agens agit propter finem. | 


K 7 E have in our former Letters ſignifed 
our Intention to purge the Books ol 


our famous and beloved Literati, from ſome 


Apothegms, which are contradicted by the 


daily practice of the Age, that the ignorant 


may not have occaſion to ridicule em as they 
frequently do to our infinite Mortiſication; 
— as: 
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Wherefore we command you to expunge that 
Saying out of your Books: Orme agens git 
\pripter fmm ; lor ir is impoſſible that they 
who give theinſelves'up to! Avarice, when 
they have neither Children, Friends nor Re- 
lations to inherit their Wealth, can have any 
End in heaping up Money, living in perpe= 
tual Miſeries, Pains and Convulſions to keep 
and encreaſe it; For ſincè they only inrich a 
Trunk by it, *twere madneſs to believe that 
their deſign, whilſt they heap up Treaſure for 
they know not who, Living Poor, that they 
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He is praisd by. his Majeſty, for adviſing the 
Romans zot to Marry Wives in the Goverys 
ments of their Provinces, contrary to the Opi- 


* 


nion of Valerius Meſſalinus. 


"TH O' you ive at a time, When tis no leſs 
dangerous than vain, to ſpeak in fa- 
vour of the Commonwealth, and attempt to 
defend her from powerful Tyranny; yet you 
deferve to be prais d, for e Cab 
try wholſom Advice. Wherefôfe we have re- 
lolvd to acquaint you with the Eſteem e 
N 2 have 
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- have of your prudent Counſels; but particy- 
_ larly, bf having laid before the 2 the 
Inconveniencies that may attend the Roman: 
marrying in the Government of their Pro. 
vinces, and amidſt the Affairs of War. You 
have ſufficiently experienc d the Nature of the 
Sex, the Dangers which Women bring along 
with them, their Luxury and Expences, which 
make them troubleſome to Peace, and Fear 
which perplexes and confounds the Affairs of 
War. *Tis agreed upon by all hands, that 
no Man can act bravely whikſ he's ty'd to 
a Woman; becauſe the ſoft Affectionto that 
Sex, which always enervates the Mind, is 
not to be ſhunn'd but by keeping at a di- 
ſtance from em: And the Man who is not 
intirely Maſter of himfelf, is incapable of un- 
dertaking any conſiderable Enterprize; for 
he can neither have the Will to go about it, 
the Judgment to know what is neceſſary to 
be done for the Accompliſhment of it, nor 
Prudence to foreſee and avoid the Dangers 
that attend it: The Wiſe man therefore 
never comes near that crafty Sex, who can 
allure with their Beauty, blind with their 
Flatteries, and deceive. with their Tears. 
But becauſe Inſtructions of this kind are not 
ſo ſoon put in practice, as written, Men 
ſhould endeavour to avoid that Road, where 
they may eaſily ſtumble; no leſs apprehend- 


ing Shame than Damage. Infinite exampla 
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have evidently prov'd that the compan of 


Women is not to be admitted; becauſe there 
is no greater Diſtraction than that, which 


thinking on em produces; nor any ties that 


hold ſo faſt as their Beauty. No Methad 
is ſo effectual for avoiding Evils as ſhun- 
ning the occaſions of them; which cannot 
be more ſafely overcome, than by not giv- 
ing em Battle. It muſt be confeſs d there 


cannot be a more delightful Recreation after 


many Labours, than that with a Woman; 
but becauſe tis Impoſſible to quit their Bo- 
ſoms without leaving our Affeltions behind, 
no Man ought to run the hazard of loſing 
himſelf to promote Repentance. Wherefore 
fore we Adviſe you to perfevere in this Opi- 
nion, aſſuring your ſelf, that he who is far- 
theſt from Women, is at a diſtance from the 


greateſt Danger; and he who has given his 
Judgment and Heart away together, will 
give Proofs of his Folly on all other Oc 


caſions. 


1 


Letters from AP QL LO: 
1 To Mariminus. | 2 F 5 
He is blamd by his Majeſt) for the Maxim 


which he maintaind, Non niſi crudelitate 
Imperium retinetur. „ 


OUR wicked Maxim, Non niſi crudelj- 
tate Imperium retinetur, moved us to no 
ſmall Paſſion ; for tho it be in ſome meaſure 
true, yet it is too abſolute. We knew Good- 
neſs has caus'd many men to loſe their Autho. 
rity ; and that Severity is a ſurer way to 
maintain it, becauſe Subjects are more ſe- 
curely, tho not ſo willingly tied, with the 
chain of Fear, than with that of Intimacy. A 
Prince who knows that he cannot gain his 
Subjects Love, or When gain'd, uſe the Me- 
thods for preſerving it, muſt not rely on his 
Goodneſs and eaſie temper, for the Subject 
that does not fear, is always inſolent, when 
intimate preſumptuous, when he hates rebel 
lious, and is only good when he dreads the 
Reſentments of his Prince, which he never 
does unleſs he be oppreſs d. Yet cruelty ſhould 
never be practis'd, but when Lenity might be 
of dangerous conſequence, and then tis no mat» 
ter tho Subjects be oppreſs'd, fo they be but 
abedient 1 hg Prince who fears is never (Re, 

ant 
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and tis much better to be fear d than lov'd, 
becauſe the former is more durable and better 
grounded than the latter; for Subjects are 
weary ſooner of Lenity than Juſtice, and abuſe 
that, more than they love the other: Where- 


fore a Prince ſhould rarely uſe the Arts of 


Clemency; it being ſufficient to ſhew that 
he can be merciful, or juſtly cruel. In one 
word, Cruelty muſt not be the end, but the 
means to be employ'd by a Prince, who 
ſhould not be cruel out of Caprice, but Ng- 
ceſſity; to mortifie, not to deſtroy ; with this 
caution that Subjects ought rather to be ſtruck 
ſenſeleſs, than made bloody with the blows, 
And tho' a poor Subject is always weak, con- 
ſequently can do no Miſchief, tho' never 


mortified enough, nor an Obſtinate one ſuffi- 
ciently ſuppreſsd ; But a Prince ſhould not 
exerciſe his Cruelty ſo much, as to make it ap- 


having the Sword in the other; for the Art of 
Governing with mildneſs is the eaſieſt, but not 
the ſecureſt. Nor ought he long to confide in 
that Love which is not attended with Fear, 
ſince nothing which is voluntary can be dura- 
ble, and there can be no Security where there 
is not continuance. However we cannot by 
any means praiſe your Maxim, becauſe wicked 
T 4 Ingaſtru.- 


pear the effect of hatred, for that would 
drive his Subjects to deſpair. He ſhould not 
hold the Scepter in one hand, without 
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ſo deſperate: Vet a Proud one cannot be 
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Inſtructions cannot be worthy of applauſe, ? 
tho the Practice of em ſometimes may be ſo: 
Beſides, That the End may be certain, the 
Means ſhould be always kee ſecret. Where 
fore Princes ought to ſpeak contrary to what 
they Act, and praiſe Clemency when they 
exerciſe Cruelty. We : 
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To Acarins, 
He is admoniſh'd by his Maief: 15 FOO te 
Door of his Houſe 
1 ſuppoſe | Mbition is odious at all times al places, 
Boccalin and renders Virtue worthleſs where- 


means Aca- 
cius Patri. Ver they concur. We are inform'd you keep 


ec of . the Door of your Houſe open, that every 
3 body may enter to behold your Actions; He 
lic d in the who does well, acts without fear, and exem- 
5 Cem: plary Actions ought not to be conceald. But 
1 we muſt tell you, that Ambition takes away 
the Merit of Virtue ; We ſhould act honeſt- 

ly, firſt to pleaſe our ſelves, and then others; 

for tho' good Actions are always laudable, i” 

the ſecret Deſign of em may be deteſtable: 
where Vice poſſeſſes all the 2 the: of Virtue; | 
which is greater when blen than noiſy; For 


Hut war d — ances render Men rather ru 
cu ous 
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culous than venerable. He who would gain 
Eſteem and Reputation, muſt endeavour 


to ſhew himſelf to be a man of parts, but 
not betray too much aſſurance ; becauſe an 


ignorant Modeſty for the moſt part pleaſes 
more, than a preſumptuous Sufficiency; and 


the Virtue which is courted meets a more 


grateful reception, than that which is ofter'd. 
| Singularity attracts more the Eyes of the Ma- 


licious than of Admirers, becauſe it is more 
attended with Envy than Eſteem ; wherefore 
Prudence requires that a wiſe Manfeign him- 


| ſelf diſſolute amongſt the Leud, where Vir- 


tue is derided inſtead of being admir'd. And 
becauſe Ignorance is commonly joyn'd with 
1mpertinence, it cannot be better convicted, 
nor more effectually mortified, than by Si- 


| lence. You therefore do ill to make oſtenta- 
tion of your Virtue at a time when there is 


nothing more profitable than Diſſimulation. 
Endeavour then to be honeſt, but keep your 


Door ſhut, otherwiſe your Houſe will be 


plunder d, and then you may enjoy your 
Virtue by your (elf, OE OY OY 
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LETTER CE, 
To Albert of Auſtria the Emperonz. 
He is praiſed by his Majeſty, becauſe in the 


ainſt the Bohemians, he reſerv'd for 
himſelf the Office of Captain General of his 


W ar 


A. | 

E are perſwaded your Merits are not 
inferior to your Greatneſs, and far 

excell the Praiſes wherewith we have for- 

merly honoured you. And therefore we again 

ſend you theſe marks of our Affection, becauſe 


you have given freſh Proofs of your Wiſdom 
and Valour. When you made War upon the 


Bohemians, having reaſon to ſuſpect the Sol- 


diers, and be jealous of the Captains, you did 
well to keep the Office of General of the Army 
in your own hand ; conſidering that he who 
has Arms in his hand, and Authority in his 
head, could make himſelf Maſter whenever 
he pleas'd. A Prince therefore who confers ſo 
Important a Charge on an able Subject, leaves 
the Empire alſo at his Diſcretion ; for ac Of- 
fice cannot be given without Authority; Au- 


thority cannot be receiv'd without Ambition, 


nor exercis'd without defire of retaining, and 
never reſtoring it. He who can keep Au- 
thority for himſelf, and does not, is either a 
Wa Coward 


| 
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Coward or a Fool, becauſe uſurped Grandure, 


which can be defended, is not diſtinguiſid 


from that which is fairly got, and may be 
loſt: Nor has Soveraignity any thing to do 
with the Duty of Fidelity, becauſe no Faith 
or Law is equal the deſire of Reigning ; 
Examples, that are much more prevalent than 


Reaſons, have render'd this Truth unconte- 
ſtable : He who delegates his Authority to 


others, runs the hazard of never retrieving 
it ; becauſe Dominion ſoon prevails uponMens 
affections, which they never grow weary of. 
Wherefore Authority and a Woman are two 
things, which the Poſſeſſors muſt not even 


entruſt to their Friends, becauſe the Laws of 


friendſhip are never ſo liable to be broken, as 


when they are attack d by ſuch powerful 


Temptations : Nay, many have doubted whe. 
ther they include an Obligation not to touch 
a Woman; but all agree they admit not of 
Duty or Loyalty in the Caſe of Dominion, 
In fine, ſince there cannot be a greater im- 
prudence than to diveſt our ſelves of Autho- 
rity, you have been very wiſe to keep it your 
Slave, conſidering that he who Commands an 
Army, is but one Step from making himſelf 
Maſter of the State ; and thata Prince, whoſe 
Authority lies in Arms abroad, has nothing 
at home but the Title, and isevery Moment 
in danger of loſing his Life, 6; 
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LETTER CLXVI. 
To Bias. 
He is commanded by his Majeſty to expunge tha 


Sajing An innocent Man is not ſenſible 
of Fear. 8 


A TOthing is more grating to us than to 


hear the Sentences of our Literati de- 


rided, nor can any thing grieve us more than 


the deſpiſing of Virtue ; Wherefore out of 
a defire to remove all ſuch Occaſions, and to 
{atisfie the World; we command you to ex. 


punge that Saying of yours, The innocent 


man feels no fear; becauſe tis rather ſpecu- 


lative than praQticable. Many things are 


ones by our Literati, which {ſhould be for 
the 


Advantage of the World, but really are 


not; therefore he who hears them, cannot 


abſtain from Laughter. You conſidering that 
nothing could be ſafer than Innocence, have 
wiſely concluded, That the Innocent Man is 
not Subject to fear; whereas you ſhould have 
affirm'd, That the Innocent Man ought not 
to Fear. Not conſidering that virtue has more 
Enemies than Defenders, and more Detracters 

than Followers, Nor can there be a more mi- 
ſerable Creature in the World than he, Wh 


has no other preſervative but Virtue, nor any 


other 
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other Cordial but Innooence. Good men, who 
are ſe in number, are not only for the moſt 
part hated, but alſo perſecuted by the wicked, 
Vvbo are more numerous. Vice has no greater 
enemy then Virtue; and when ſhe cannot 

oppreſs her with Juſtice, ſhe does it with Vio. 
lence. You who are in our Court and hear 
all the News that come to Parnaſſus, know 
thouſand Examples of this kind. Many have 
been abug'd and ill treated, becauſe they could 
not reſiſt Impiety with Wickedneſs; and eve- 
ry body laughs at Innocence, which is not 
join'd with Strength; for Innocence can never 
7005 upper hand over Treachery, as long as 

Virtue wantsStrength to maintain her ground. 
You muſt therefore adapt your Saying better 
to the practice of the times, believing that In- 
nocence is not the leaſt ſecure when accom- 


panied with Poverty. 
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They are admoniſt?d by his Majeſty, to diſengage 
themſelves from the friendſhip of thoſe, al 


from Equals, are become Superiors. 

I E never neglect to ſend thoſe Inftru- 
4 Qtions, which we judge neceſſaty for 
your Exigences. And therefore adviſe you 
to 3 the friendſhip of thoſe who from E- 
quals are become your Superiors, aſſuring you 
that it will not turn to your advantage to be 
near em; yet we only mean the friendſhip 
which is commonly practis d in the World; 
not that mutual and ſincere Affection which 
admits of no Change. Such is the Natureof 
Mankind, that when they are exalted to any 
degree above others, they are immediately 
puffed up with Ambition, forget their former 
State, and are intirely changed; ſome become 
ſo blind with Ambition, that they forget their 
deareſt Friends; and others are aſham'd to 
own 'em; whilſt thoſe who have ſome ſmall 
remainders of Virtue left deſire to continue 
their friendſhip, tho? that deſire proves only a 
blaze; becauſe nothing ſo ſoon changes the 
Nature of Men, their Manners, Thoughts, 
and Deſigns, as Dignity : and *tis impoth= 
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for friendſhip to be preſervd, without an 
equality of Stations. Authority blots out the 
Memory of all Agreements, and frees men 
from all former Obligations: nor can it be 


expected that he ſhould be ſubject to the 


Laws of Friendſhip, who does not acknow- 
ledge thoſe of Reaſon; wherefore many de- 
teſting the paſt confidence, leſt it ſhould 
prove prejudicial to *em, hate the Perſons 
likewiſe, and not only break thro? the Laws 
of friendſhip, but thoſe of Juſtice and Hu- 
manity. Wherefore tis Prudence to keep 
the ſame diſtance from exalted Friends, as 
powerful Enemies; becauſe Counſels are 
changed into Commands ; Benefits into Sla- 


very, Familiarity into Contempt: And Friend- 
| ſhip muſt of neceſſity end when Intimacy 


ceaſes. He who is promoted to Authority, 


would not have it remembred he ever Was a 


Subject; as all people naturally forget thoſe 
things that are diſpleaſing to em; wherefore 


't Were more Prudent to retire and deſpiſe ſuch 


fooliſh Vanities, than to be near, with the 


danger of lamenting our Misfortunes, which 


are never greater nor more intolerable, than 


when they come unjuſtly and unexpected: 
Nor can there be more ſhocking Diſplea- 


lures, or dreadful Mortifications than thoſe 
receiv'd from Friends. And ſince Services 
with Superiors are taken for Uſury, and 
Affection for Intereſt, none can be {ure to 


main- 
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maintain a friendſhip in the degĩee of Infe- 


rioriry ; wherefore Services done to them, 
are no leſs dangerous than ſuperfluous: Su- 


perfluous, becauſe he who has merited by 


his friendſhip has deſert enough, for the me- 


rits of friend{hip- are greater than thoſe of 


Service; and dangerous, becauſe, as it is im- 


prudence to merit more than what can be 


obtain'd ; ſo he who has receiv?d greater Ob- 
ligations than he has Benefits to repay, fear. 
ing the Creditor ſhou d ſeize em of his own 
accord, will pay him with prodigious Ingra- 
titude, which is always attended withCruelty; 
for the title of Cruel is leſs odious to Great 
Men than that of Ungrateful. Take there. 


fore this Admonition, believing that Friend- 


ſhip ends where Deſparity hegins, that emi- 


nent Perſons will have no Partners in their 


Dignity, and they love rather to ſee their In 


feriors at their Feet than at their Heads. 
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Len n = 
To the Hiſtoniographers. 
They are advind by his Majeſty not to Publiſh the 1 


Hiſtories of their ows Times. 


THE Pleaſure which we take to ſee our 
I  Literati apply themſelves to the profi- 
table ſtudy and labour of Hiſtory, is counter- 
ballanced by ſome diſpleaſure we feel to 
hear Malecontents complain of 'em, exclaim 
they are wrong'd, and reſolve to be re- 
veng'd. Wherefore foreſeeing the Dangers -w 
to which our Hiſtoriographers expoſe them- 
ſelves, by writing the Affairs of their own 
times, we adviſe em to deſiſt from ſo hazar- 
dous a Study. ?Tis certain Hiſtories cannot | 
be more faithfully written, than by. thoſe who 42 
were preſent at the Events, Councils and De- 
ſigns ; for Affairs which are ſeen, are more 
certain than thoſe that are heard; ſo that an 
Hiſtorian cannot write any thing more ſo- 
lidly than the apparent Actions of his own» 
times. But, as we praiſe the Writing, ſo 
we diſapprove the Publiſhing of em; becauſe 
it is not lawful to ſpeak truth at all times, 
and many things ſhould not be written tho?! 1 
they are manifeſt. Hiſtory ſhould be true, | 
and therefore has à Privilege to be free; tho 2 
Be bi — way 
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truth has none to be manifeſt, for ſeveral 
things are done which ſhould not be told, 
many are told which ſhould not be written, 
and more an written, that ought not to be 
333 Every man is deſirous to have his 
moſt honourable Actions fecorded; but 0. 
body would have thoſe Acts tranſmitted to 
Poſterity which he is aſham'd off; yet there 
is no reaſon, that Grandure ſhould be more 
reſpected than Truth; that Verity ſhould be 
conceabd to the prejudice and diſadvantage 
of Hiſtory ; or that Hiſtory ſhould be.cov-! 
rupted to the damage of - Poſterity. For 
then Vices could not be diſtinguiſhd from 
Virtue; Maxims from Lies, Rewards from 
Puniſhments, Glory from Diſgrace; nor could 
\ Poſterity know what Actions were worthy. 
+ of Praiſe and Imitation, if they faw not others 
', which deſervdito be blam'd andabborrd. 
PFeoor this reaſon an Hiſtorian ſhould: have no 
other Foundation but Truth, nor-any De. 
ſign but his own Satisfaction, and ſhould 
not publiſh his Writings; hut when they cat 
not be ſuſpected of Partiality. It mult be 
confeſs d, the itch of Glory is inſeparable 
from the Minds of Men; wherefore no man 
would undertake the trouble of writing Hliſto- 
cy withaut the Glory; and every one natu- 
rally wiſhes to enjoy during Life, thoſe g plau- 
ſes Which his Aſhes cannox be ſenſible 965 
for no Impraſſion beyond the Grave can SD 
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us; wherefore all Men deſire to ſee their 
Works celebrated, and their Virtues ſolem- 
niz'd while they live. But on the other hand 
tis likewiſe true, that a Hiſtory cannot be 
ſuppos d to be void of Intereſt ; which is pub- 


tiſh'd more to ſatisfie the Author's Ambition, 


than for the Advantage of the World, and 
expos d with more impatience than maturity. 
Befides, thoſe Writers, who, to ſatisfie Juſtice 
and perform their Duty, have taken the Li- 
betty to write bold Truths, have been re- 


warded with ill treatment for their Integri- 


9 —— of Applauſe. *T1s convenient to 
— well of Great Men, or be Silent: And 
fince wicked Actions cannot be defended, 

thoꝰ they may ſometimes be excusd, ſince 
the omiſſions of Virtue cannot be aſcrib'd to 
the defects of Fortune; *tis neceſſary to 
writefreely, which cannot be done without 
dangers becaufe there is nothing more de- 


— 


overs their Defects. 
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teſted by Princes than the Truth, which diſ- 


XX/E are perſwaded the Cauſe of Plat- 


terers have taken the liberty to ſpeak any 
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IL ET T ER. Gli, 
T Flats. 


tery, is the pleaſure Men take. in 
hearing their own praiſe; from hence Flat- 


thing, tho never fo improper, impertinent, 
or impoſſible; being aſſur'd they ſhall be be- 
liev'd by thoſe, who of wiſe Men, become 
Changelings when Inchanted with Flattery ; 
Which is able to perſuade ?em they have actu- 
ally perform'd thoſe Exploits, which. never 
enter d into their imagination. Tis indeed 
a thing that deſerves no leſs puniſhment than 
Laughter, that in praifing an obſcure Per- 

fon, you ſhould make him equal to the mot 
renown'd Men in our eps and. ſtile 
his meaneſt Actions Wonders; that having 
drain'd human Nature, and the Theatre 0! 


the World of all the Qualities of Praiſe, and 


every Epithet of Admiration, there ſhould 
be no place left for Flattery but Heaven. 
By this abuſe great Men are no longer di- 
ftinguiſh'd from unworthy Upſtarts, for ever) 
kind of greatneſs has its Flatterers, whilſt 
Men are as much prais'd for their Dignity 45 
as their Virtue : So that he who is great, 3 
{ure of acquiring all kinds of Attributes 3 E 
1 
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if Merit depended upon Greatneſs, rather 
than Virtue, and Was rather the proper- 
ty of Authority than intrinſick worth : 
we are ſenſible that Intereſt likev iſe is ano- 
ther ſpring that moves this Machine; for 
Men are prais'd not becauſe they deſerve it, 
but becauſe they have the power to reward 
Sychophants ; wherefore he who is poor in 
Eſtate tho rich in Merit, ſhall always be pu 
in Applauſe ; whereas the favourite of For- 
tune {hall be Celebrated for a wiſe and vir- 
tuous Man, tho' never ſo Vicious and 


we once deſign'd to puniſh you ſeverely for it, 
but conſidering how unnatural an Employ- 


neceſſity obliges you to ſay thoſe things 


forces you to gain that by Flattery, which 
you cannot by Virtue; we pitty your Con- 
dition and ſhall for the future wink at your 
Offences, provided you contain your ſelves 
within the bounds of Modeſty; which is 
your Intereſt if you did but conſider it, for 
by making uſe © 


Patron will never be believ d. 


ment you get your Lively-hood by, and that 


ſe of too unnatural Hyperbolies, 
the true praiſes which you pay a meritorious 
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' Fooliſh. This Sin is ſo deteſtable to us, that 


which mult be uneaſie to you; that Hunger 
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5 'To Alintus Galiius, 


He is reprov'd by his Majeſty, Beos be my 
Tiberius 4 in the. os ge + he 7 the 


C ommonnealth be would have. 


W were touch'd with Grief * 0 
Fall of your Empire, that was op. 


reſs'd with her own weight, and divided 
by him who could have ſuſtai 5d her, when 
ſhe could fall no other waay, nor be ruind 
by any other cauſe, except her own greatneſs. 
But ker Deſtruction might eaſily have been 
foreſeen at a diſtance; fince a Commonwealth 
cannot bein more evident Danger than when 
ſhe is engag'd in War, where the Authority 
of many comes to be reduc'd to that of a few, 
and the force of Arms, oppreſſes the vi 
our of Counſels. The Republick of Rowe 
s been, and ever will be glorious in the 
Memory of Men, and her Virtus perpetually 
extold, which has produced ſo many Heroes 
in all Ages. But ſince even Empires have 

their particular times of duration allotted em; 
there being nothing in this World rmanent, 
but the continual Revolution of Fortunes 
Wheel, with which all Sublunary things co 


ſemporate; your flouriſhing as ** 
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that border d on ——·˖[%ðĩ2Ä has likewiſe met 
with her Period, and thoſe Arms which raisd 
her, have now reduc'd her to — She 
was always expos d to this Dange, becauſe 
etwas impoſſible a Commonwealth that he. 
gan and extended her ſelf by War, could be 
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eftabliſh'd in Peace; So the Ambition of pri- 


vate Men has given her many Shocks, and at 
length overthrown her: for fince there is 
no more prevalent Love than what we na- 
turally bear our ſelves; every man acknow - 
ledges he owes more to himſelf than liis 


attempt Soveraignity. She might indeed havs 


in ſome meaſure recovered her {elf after the 
Death of Cgius Caſar, of Po 


mpey, Antony, and 


between em; having learn'd from her former 
Dangers to foreſee Deligns, and apply Re 
medies; bur being already too much advanced 
with Authority in Arms, and Ambition be- 
ing too deeply funk: into the Minds of her 


Citizens, having none left to watch, much des 


to defend her liberty, ſhe might have procta: 
ſtinated, but not prevented her fall; for the 
Republick muſt of neceffity die, when the 
Paſſions of private Men begin to reign. | You 
bberefore at a time, when The had hot only 
left ee but even when Paſterity 
had ceas'd to celebrate her Obſequies, have 
done fooliſhly to name her in the Senate 

U 4 Where 


fiend to divide the Empire 


—— — * 
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ere Tiberius was preſent, and run a hazard 
dur ſelf, without being able to do her any 
Service, whilſt the Senate retaining nothing 
but their Name, lay proſtrate, and diſguisd 
with Flattery, at his fect; who by his per- 
fect Sagacity and ſecret Ambition, took a 
Pleaſurè in pretending to reject, what he de- 
ſign d to keep; and was glad to ſee the Se. 
nate offer him that Which he was already 
poſſeis'd of. You knew that Tiberius, being 
Maſter of Authority , a 
ſimulation, wanted not the Aſſent of the 
Senate, which was become a formal uſeleſs 
Aſſembly; wherefore what he ſaid, Was not 
intended to try their Power, but to ſound 
their Inclination. But you, either out of too 
much Simplicity, or too little Prudence, have 
taken upon you to talk to him, as if he 
ad been your equal; and had ſpoken with 
= Being impos d on by Credulity, you demand- 
ed, what part of the Commonwealth he was 
for; as if he had not been Maſter and 80. 
vereign diſpoſer of the whole Empire, or 
= had. ſpoken like a ſuppliant Citizen, and 
1 the Commonwealth had not been intirely 
3 chang d into a Monarchy. There is no man 
| more inamour'd with Power, than he who. 
uy; is continually talking of renouncing it, whilſt 
he retains it moſt tenacioully ; And, no man. 
{peaks with morePleaſure;or more contrary t 
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his own Opinion, and with greater Ambi- 
rion, than/when he repreſents himfelf unca- 
pable of ſupporting the weight of Authority : 
and therefore he is never to be believ d, who 
talks of renouncing Command, before he has 
been guilty of apparent Madneſs. But Envy 
has induced you to this fooliſh Belief; and 
Paſſion has not permitted you to be ſilent, 
becauſe we eaſily believe what we deſire, 
and the Grief Which is not willingly born, 
is hardly conceaFd : However the Danger 
| ſhould have made you Wiſe, and Prudence 
ſhould have taught you Caution, conſidering 
that men loſe their Life with leſs Pain than 
Authority; that tis Wiſdom. to pretend we 
gave that freely which cannot be retriev d, 
and counterſeit a ſeeming Joy to Cloak a real 
Rage; ſince tis better to loſe a part than the 
whole. But becaule you are the Son of Aſinius 
Pollio, whole Memory is not very acceptable 
to the Roman Emperours, eſpecially to Tibe- 
rius; are thought to be endow'd with a 
| temper. above the condition of a private Citi. 
zen, and was taken notice of by Auguſtus, 
for aſſuming the boldneſs to nominate Perſons 
fit for the Empire, you ought to have way'd 
ſo vain and dangerous a Diſcourſe; ſince Prin- 
ces never forget to remove their Competitors 
in the Empire, and ſuch as cannot ſubmit to 


neceſſity, out of the way. 


* 
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LETTER CLXXL 
He it commanded by bis Miaje ro Fake out of 


WI have in our former Letters a0quain- 
VV ted you with the Pleaſure we took 
in reading your Poems; But being defirons 
they ſhould be as excellent for theie Truth 

as Fancy, we command you to expunge that 

Line out of your Book, Igemum Vati feming 
palchra dabit; For daily Exderience ſhews 
that Men are ſo far from receiving witty In- 
ſpirations from Women , that the moment 
y fall in Love with em, they ceaſe to be 


Wile, and commence downright Idiots ; Eve- 


Word, every Look, every Action becomes 
ridioulous, and the whole Manis transform 
into his original Lump of Clay. And it 
is for this only Reaſon” the World thinks 
Poets 3 _ cannot 3 
greater Folly, than ſpending time in exaiting Bp 
Areficial hat! and Eg bew, painted s, 
counterfeit Looks, Hing Mouths, tranſitory, I 
and flattering Joys, and a Body made up of 4 
Natural Defects, e 
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LETTER I 


J Tridates . of Parthia, - 

+ is blowed hy his Maj 2 . hee aff 
Cane fevourd. im 8 an "a Opp 
wake 12. intire Maſter : & Kined 3 
he took the Counſel of Gero! . Phy oo 
who Avid him to delq. 3 


UR Laughter was chang ll into Wrath 
when we heard the News of your 
Folly, — wa we ſhould more properly cal 
call Stupidity. He who commits query Errors 
in the Grammer of Politicks, can never pro- 
_ ceed farther in Learn 4 : and therefore aught 
to give over his $ _ aſſuring himſelf 
that he can never have good Succeſs in em, 
He whole Genius and Thoughts incline to 


Monarchy, ought to know: the meaſure of 
the Steps, chat muſt be made to arrive at it; 
and he who will apply himfelf without the 
8 Conſiderations, ſhall not only be 
ſtop d from going forward, but be forc'd to 
turn back again with Precipitation. Impor- 
tant Deſigns ought to be accompanied with 
Prudence, for he who leaves all to Fate, or 

expects all from Fortune, acts at random, 
and without Security, For tho all thing 

aye 
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have ſome occult Predominancy or Virtue, that o. 
ver- rules em, which prevents our foreſeeing the 
Qualities of Events, which ſometimes happen 
very irregularly, yet it muſt be granted that 
they receive their firſt. Motions from the Agents, 


and the ends have always a Correſpondency and 


Agreement; tho they bear not a juſt proportion 
to their Principles. You have committed a groſs 


Error, in not putting your ſelf intirely in poſ- : 


ſeſſion of the Kingdom, when you had a weak 
Rival, a. well-afteQted. People, valiant Soldiers, 
and a ſhort way to Travel. And tho Geron and 
Phraates advis'd you to ſufpend the laſt ſtep, yet 
you deſerve not to be excus'd for liſtening to your 


Friends, who did not give you the moſt advanta- 


gious Counſel; for ſince tis difficult to diſtinguiſh 
Friends from Traytors, you was rather obligd to 
believe your own Intereſt, than Friendſhip: re- 
membring there are no ſuch pernicious Counſels 


as thoſe which diſſwade Men from embracing So- 


vereignity ; and that there cannot be a more dan- 
gerous Delay, than the interruption of a ſwift 
Courſe, that leads to Dominion: Which ſhould 


never be undertaken, or furniſh'd with the utmoſt 


diſpatch, for the greateſt difficulties are in the be- 
ginning; and when once you are arriv d half way, 
you will meet with no more rubs to obſtruct your 
progrels. Ws 


{LET TER AA 
7 eh t 1 þ DIET p 4 2 7 : . ai 5 Wy 
J Tiberius Emperout. . 


is praffd; beteuſe be put Aſimius Gallus and L. Arun- 
e Death, whom Lagubue nominated in the $ ucceſ- 
ion, but blam d for not doing the like by M. Lepidus, 


whom Auguſtus call d capable, but a fighter of Empire. 


AI means tor the preſervation of Domini- 
| on are Lawful, and all Meaſures are indif- 


ferently practicable; for Princes who ſtick at no- 


thing for ſecuring their Authority, have no other 
fault, but that they are the firſt Offenders ; but if 
they are not the firſt, they cannot be the ſecond. 
Monarchs have no greater Obligation than to pre- 
ſerve their Perſon and Authority, tho Uſurpd; 

there being no difference in Dominion; ſince a fault 
cannot be committed on that occaſion; and poſ- 
ſeſſion maintain d with force, ſoon produces Plea- 
fure. Vou have therefore done well to rid your 
ſelf of Aſinius Gallus and Lucius Arum iu, nomina- 
ted by Auguſtus amongſt the Perſons next in Suc- 
ceſſion, one of whom he reputed brave, and the 
other not unfit for Empire; for Princes have no 


greater Enemies than thoſe that are thought wor- 


thy to Reign, who are as much to be ſuſpected for 

the place they have in the Affection of the People, 
as for their Diligence, Vigilance and Preten- 
ſions; nor can they be call'd ſecure, who. have 
any ſuch Heads in their States: But their Dan- 
ger is yet the greater when they have them 
in their Families. Tis certain Paudence makes 
Cruelty leſs deteſtable, becauſe there cannot 
be a more fooliſn piece of Inhumanity, than 
that. which we committ againſt our ſelves, When 
Wwe neglect che means to prevent the loſs of 


Life 
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17 commend Jour Reſolution; not forgetting to 


ar calrd capable; tho" # defriſer of Eng 


Grave, that he might. not. aſpire to it: for tis 


matter of this Im 
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Life and Dominion. And ſince a Subject can: 
not be guilty of a greater Crime than giving 
his Prince Jexlouſies and Apprehenſions, we high- 


tell you, you: Oy neue per have delwerd 
your ſelf likewiſe from 4 Lep OS 


fe; for 


3 


we aſſure you would not ee roferr” 
the Empire to Lide, out of a perſivaſion, that 
he 900A refuſe it; but have conkin' d Fong in a 


downright ſimplicity to believe that any one, un- 
leſs he be a Fool, could flight the Temptation of 
Empire when he has the power to obtain, and 
th to preſerve it, Nay even Fools ought not 
to. be truſted, becauſe tis to be fear d that Sove- 
reignity might make em grow wile the very ſirit 
day. And in fine, fione ſhonld be believd in a 
france, till Death has deprir'd 
e . 1 


"LETTER AHV. 


Te Solomon King of dea. 


*. ee 2 be wowld plenſe 10 cance! that ſing f- 
ur Laing m ͤ e 


| 'E are ſenſible your Majeſties Wikdoni 
wants no Inſtructions ;; however, becauſe 
2 do not always ü Truth for its be- 

ing plain, and eſteem that ErronedUsj' which t bey ' 
dont underſtand; we are of Opin n, v0 o 
do; well to omit: that — or Lans mu. 
ter,, for tis ſometimes neceſſar y. Prudence % 

nde Opinion forattaining that whiehls deli 
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4 facilitating the end; for it is certain that 
roles great Perſons and the moſt prudent Men, 
' hold it a very profitable Virtue to change their 
| Tenets, which according to your Saying would 

prove em Fools; whereas in Truth Fools are the 
only Perſons that never change, but continue al · 
ways what Nature made em. 


— 


0 
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LETTER CLXXV. 
To Marcus Agrippa. | 
He is praiſed by bis Majeſty becauſe he retir d to live in 


Mytelene after he had accompanyed Auguſtus to 
the Throne. 


O U have not ſhown greater Wiſdom in any 
thing, than your retirement to Mytelene; after 
you had accompanyed Auguſtus to the Empire: 
wiſely conſidering, that Friendſhip ends where 
Grandure begins, that Familiarity with great Per- 
ſons is more dangerous than profitable, and 
that Princes deſire no Friends, becauſe they ſu- 
ſpect Virtues no leſs than Vices; therefore tis 
expedient to ſnun em as Enemies, to abſtain 
from their Favours, and avoid their Caxeſſes and 
Demonſtrations of Kindneſs more than their 
W Frowns. There are no Benefits more ſecure than 

| thoſe- that are receiv d at a diſtance, becauſe all 
ſort of Grandure ſhould be fear'd ; for nothing 
| Cauſes amore ſudden change in Mens Natures, In- 

clinations and Manners than Dignity. Authority 
| cannot be accompanyed with Friendſhip;and there- 
fore he who withdraws,as you have done acts wiſe- 
| Iy, conſidering that the great Friends of Princes 

are 
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are no leſs obnoxious to danger than their meaneſt 
Enemies: For which reaſons, tis Prudence to ſpeak 
but little of em, not to intrude into their pre- 
ſence but to pay em homage, nor ſerve em but 
at a conſiderable diſtatice. 


" 
WT. 
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